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Preying on the elderly and easily distracted, were the bands of "gypsies".  Even after a year, one 
elderly man was still haunted by memories of his encounter with gypsies. 

Along with gypsies, singular strangers were usually treated with suspicion - "the other".  Most strangers 
were found harmless, albeit intoxicated, and sent on their way after a night in jail.  Although 
two died without anyone knowing their names.  And one was a bit of a poet. 

A few others were just pickpockets, hustlers, and opportunists. 

Here are their stories based on accounts between 1924 and 1949 in two local competing 
weeklies.  (The original articles are below.) 

 

Oscar, 57, almost lost $27, if the town marshal hadn't tracked down and arrested the band of 
gypsy women. 

Andy, 80, was surrounded by a band of thirty "greasy-faced" gypsies and "almost nude" 
youngsters, two women went through his pockets.  When they left, he found his $70 gone.  
After returning the money, Sheriff Bowyer escorted them out of town. 

While telling his fortune, a gypsy stole $220. 

In the winter, Winamac Town Marshall Johnson always had room in the Hotel Johnson for 
hoboes. 

A band of gypsies relieved William, 46, of $30 from his restaurant cash drawer. 

A stranger stole a bath in the basement of J.P.'s barbershop. 

An unidentified hobo was discovered dead, crushed under beams displaced when the boxcar 
had stopped suddenly. 

Rodney Bill, 70, discovered that his pockets were picked during a visit by gypsies.  Sheriff 
Kopkey made them return the money. 

Milton Lee, negro, was jailed after "flimflamming" three gypsies out of $15. 

Phil, 93, was forced to turn over almost $600 by a gypsy couple, who got away. 

Many dupped into a $15 membership in a bogus auto club. 

In 1930 Harold visited the town, offering "crystal readings.  Initially there were done for "a gift 
within your means",  but a year later his "crystal readings" cost 75₵.  Who would have 
predicted that? 

One winter, John, 85, sent three strangers to his smokehouse for a shovel to dig their car out of 
the snow.  They also left with six gallons of meat, shovel, and ax. 
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Sheriff Richardson found a foreigner in pitiable condition alongside the road, placed him in the 
jail overnight, and started him on his way the next morning. 

Nellie, 74, fought off two gypsy women in her country club kitchen and cash drawer until her 
husband finally appeared and the whole carload was put to flight. 

A small sack of counterfeit nickels was left in the police car by some arrested transient. 

Sheriff Wacknitz cautioned residents about bands of gypsies, who ask innocent favors, then 
pickpockets. 

One winter, Lenwood, a colored transient, was discovered with badly frozen face and hands, 
needing the attention of a physician, although may still lose an ear. 

Town Marshal Johnson reported that 181 transients were treated to free bed and breakfast 
during the last four months of his term. 

Multiple gangs are hitting dry goods stores in the area, distracting the sole noon-hour 
salesperson, then stealing suits. 

Jennie, 72, while distracted, had her home ransacked and meat and vegetables stolen by 
several women. 

Town Marshal Strasser obliged when a stranger asked for overnight lodging, but the next 
morning was missing, having unlocked the cell door. 

Although the couple was caught, Rienholt, 38, was scammed by a marriage "racket". 

In 1937, Sheriff Wacknitz, alerted by police radio, picked up six gypsies and returned them to 
justice for pickpocketing. 

Knute, visiting "Hobo Poet", regaled the local newspaper editor with his stories in exchange for 
a meal. 

Frank found an unknown tramp hanged from a tree near the river. 

For years, Richard tried unsuccessfully to make a living by fainting on the doorsteps of 
housewives who would give him a few pennies to get back to his starving and freezing family. 

Joe, 71, discovered his pocket had been picked by a man and two women wanting to buy a 
goat. 

William, 39, jailed for drunkenness, started beating up two transients locked in the cell with 
him. 

Charles, 80, was held while being robbed by a band of gypsies. 
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The town Centennial afforded the opportunity for pickpockets to collect more than $100, 
including the funeral director who was "touched" twice. 

Transient James, 38, was arrested for public intoxication, then released when he promised to 
leave the county. 

Town Marshal Strasser reported that ‘Flop’ numbers were down over the same time last year. 

A "Dead Man" along the road turned out to be a foreigner just sleeping. 

Remember Charles, 80, robbed by gypsies last year?  He may have PTSD and might need to be 
hospitalized. 

Transients Robert and Pierre didn't give up without a fight, fueled by bay rum and rubbing 
alcohol. 

Although blind, an Indianapolis court found Morris, 40, guilty of pickpocketing. 

Hiram, 83, had his pocket picked while giving drinks of water to two men, a woman, and a child. 

A peddler with a "deaf&dumb" card selling needles was asked by a girl if "These were the only 
ones you have?" to which he replied that he had more in his basket, then fled. 

Transient James, 41, was charged with panhandling, cussing out those who refused, and public 
intoxication. 

A band of 12 gypsies had settled into the city tourist camp when they were routed by the Town 
Marshal and a State Policeman. 

Johanna, 50, startled by a man entering her kitchen and asking if her husband was home, but 
thinking quickly, said that he worked nights and was in bed.  After being given something to eat, 
took his leave. 

Transients Nailor was jailed for public indecency, and Robert was ordered to leave town after 
making a nuisance of himself. 

Mail Carrier Jacob, about 40, was stopped by a band of gypsies and two comely girls offered to 
read his palms.  After informing them of his government status, the band let him pass. 

John, about 40, plead guilty to vagrancy, trespass, and train-riding. 

Hazel Estella Crim Tuley, 43, was jailed for vagrancy.  A week later she was staying at the home 
of her daughter and sister.  She had been married and had lived in Winamac for at least 20 
years, but was currently living in Kalamazoo MI. 

Tom was found sleeping in a blanket in a church, having not eaten in five days.  He was jailed. 

And Elmer was found on a ditch bank huddled over a small fire.  He joined Tom in jail. 
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Velma, 30, was jailed for vagrancy. 

 

Gypsies infest summertime Indiana 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 May 1924: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Gypsies took too much 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 May 1924: 3. Microfilm. 
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Accused of selling daughter 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 9 Jul 1925: 2. Microfilm. 
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Jabbering Gypsies held 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Sep 1925: 8. Microfilm. 
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Gypsies held 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Sep 1925: 1. Microfilm. 
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Gypsies scam bank teller 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Sep 1925: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Hobos have warm place at Hotel Johnson 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Dec 1925: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Band of Gypsies 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Jul 1926: 3. Microfilm. 
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Man Steals Bath in Barber Shop 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 25 Sep 1926: 1. Website (newspapers.com). 

 
Gypsies stay up with the times 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Jul 1927: 2. Microfilm. 
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Tramp pays for ride with life 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 May 1927: 4. Microfilm. 
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Tramp pays for ride with life 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 5 May 1927: 1. Microfilm. 
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Bathing dangerous, contend hobos 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Nov 1927: 6. Microfilm. 
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Those carnies can't be trusted 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Oct 1928: 8. Microfilm. 
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Those carnies can't be trusted 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Oct 1928: 6. Microfilm. 
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First Airplane Hobo 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 May 1929: 4. Microfilm. 
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Gypsy band gives back stolen $60, then run out of town 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Aug 1929: 1. Microfilm. 

 



Stalking Pulaski County 
Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves 

 

28 Dec 2021 © 2021 Jim Phillips Page 17 of 55 

Gypsy band gives back stolen $60, then run out of town 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Aug 1929: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Colored swindles gypsies 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Mar 1930: 8. Microfilm. 
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Gypsies get money 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Mar 1930: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Gypsies rob aged man 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Apr 1930: 8. Microfilm. 
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'Gyp Artists' pretend to be A.A.A. 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 May 1930: 6. Microfilm. 
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'only a gift within your means' 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Jul 1930: 3. Microfilm. 

 
'only a gift within your means' 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Jul 1930: 3. Microfilm. 
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Who could have predicted that the price was goin' up 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Nov 1930: 4. Microfilm. 
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Gypsies take money and maybe pig 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Jan 1931: 6. Microfilm. 

 
Takes advantage of hospitality 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Apr 1932: 1. Microfilm. 
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Picks up pitiable case 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Aug 1932: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Tramps fight 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Mar 1933: 1. Microfilm. 
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Gypsies foiled 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Aug 1934: 7. Microfilm. 

 
Sack with almost 60 counterfeit nickels hidden in police car 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Nov 1934: 7. Microfilm. 

 



Stalking Pulaski County 
Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves 

 

28 Dec 2021 © 2021 Jim Phillips Page 25 of 55 

Gypsies strike 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 7 Feb 1935. Microfilm. 

 
'roving Gypsies or Indians' 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Oct 1935: 1. Microfilm. 
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Tramp freezes face 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Jan 1936: 4. Microfilm. 
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Calaboose B&B busy 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Feb 1936: 1. Microfilm. 
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Ol' Carry-Out trick 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Mar 1936: 1&2. Microfilm. 

 
Sounds like gypsies to me! 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Apr 1936: 1. Microfilm. 
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Girl shoplifter suspended 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 May 1936: 2. Microfilm. 
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Calaboose Guest Acts as If He'd Been in Before 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 1937: 1. Microfilm. 
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Marriage 'Racket' arrested 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Apr 1937: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Gypsies busted via radio 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 May 1937: 1. Microfilm. 

 



Stalking Pulaski County 
Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves 

 

28 Dec 2021 © 2021 Jim Phillips Page 32 of 55 

Gypsies busted via radio 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 May 1937: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Knight of the Road Stops Here 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1937: 1&4. Microfilm. 
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Tramp hangs self 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Jul 1937: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Tramp hangs self 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Jul 1937: 1. Microfilm. 
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'City Fainter' arrested 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Jan 1938: 2. Microfilm. 

 
Elderly resident robbed 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Apr 1938: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elderly resident robbed 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Apr 1938: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Can we trust this 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Jun 1938: 5. Microfilm. 
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Tramps beaten 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Apr 1939: 6. Microfilm. 
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Tramps beaten, Booze seller pinched 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Apr 1939: 1. Microfilm. 
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Man, 80, robbed by gypsies 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 May 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Man, 80, robbed by gypsies 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 May 1939: 8. Microfilm. 
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Two bands of gypsies sighted 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 May 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Pickpockets find easy pickins' 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1939: 8. Microfilm. 
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Pickpockets find easy pickins' 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Aug 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Transient arrested 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Sep 1939: 1. Microfilm. 
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'Flop' numbers down 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Dec 1939: 1. Microfilm. 
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'Dead man' wakes up 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Feb 1940: 1. Microfilm. 
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'Since ... robbed by gypsies ....' 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Mar 1940: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Ruled sane, but (maybe) traumatized 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Mar 1940: 1. Microfilm. 
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Liquored-up tramps fight 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Apr 1940: 1. Microfilm. 
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Blind pickpocket 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Apr 1940: 6. Microfilm. 

 
'Dooryard' used frequently in Democrat 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Aug 1940: 1. Microfilm. 
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Gypsies snatch billfold 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Aug 1940: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Gypsies stop roving 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Aug 1940: 3. Microfilm. 
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Deaf mute answers question! 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Dec 1940: 7. Microfilm. 

 
Moocher is Jailed 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Jun 1941: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Moocher released 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 19 Jun 1941: 1. Microfilm. 
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Oscar and Delvie route gypsies 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jul 1941: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Tramp scare in Star City 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Jan 1942: 4. Microfilm. 
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Indecency near artesian well 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Aug 1942: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Indecency near artesian well 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Aug 1942: 1. Microfilm. 
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'More Reminiscences of the Rural Route' 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Sep 1944: 2. Microfilm. 

 
'Rod rider' questioned 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1945: 1. Microfilm. 
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'Rod rider' questioned 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Jan 1945: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Guilty of vagrancy, trespass, and train riding 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 25 Jan 1945: 9. Microfilm. 
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Sobraski sentenced 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Jan 1945: 1. Microfilm. 

 
'Rod rider' sentenced 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Feb 1945: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Local woman jailed for vagrancy! 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 25 Apr 1946: 1. Microfilm. 
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Local woman jailed for vagrancy! 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Apr 1946: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Maybe related to Lady Vagrant 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 May 1946: 8. Microfilm. 
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Two picked up 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Apr 1949: 1. Microfilm. 

 



Stalking Pulaski County 
Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves 

 

28 Dec 2021 © 2021 Jim Phillips Page 55 of 55 

Fined for Vagrancy 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 29 Dec 1949: 1. Microfilm. 

 
 


