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In my small rural midwestern hometown, my Great-Aunt Julia’s house had a bay window facing 
a wide gravel street that also served as her driveway.  That bay window, along with a large, 
windowed sunroom and door on the same side of the house, allowed her from the living room 
or kitchen to see company arriving.  The formal front parlor with its large picture window and 
solid front door facing the paved street was seldom used. 

When I was a child, that bay window contained the television, installed in a waist-high polished 
wood cabinet.  It had a small lamp resting on a lace doily to protect the cabinet top and a 
formal picture of my great grandparents taken just a few years before they died. 

The bay window was on the north side of the long living room which extended south to the dining room 
with its own large picture window opposite the bay. The rooms both with many side doors were divided 
by a walkway bounded by two very short narrow perpendicular polished wood cabinets with thick Doric 
columns of the same polished wood that rose from the countertop ends to the ceiling. 

While the television sat in the bay, it was dark in all my memories, probably because I was visiting at the 
time, and very likely, when anyone was visiting. The focus for my elderly aunt and uncle was on the 
visitor, not the television. 

Growing up, I just thought it was just my aunt’s house, but it was much more.  My 
great-great-grandfather had bought the house in 1901, and moved, along with his daughter, 
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her husband and their two sons, from a nearby large city to this small rural town where he had 
just bought the local grain elevator. 

Over the next ten years the family had expanded to seven children, including Julia. 

After my great-great-grandfather’s death, the family continued the business, buying grain from 
the county farmers and selling it to mills in the region, as well as stocking seed and livestock 
supplements. 

Throughout the first half of the last century, the family hosted Sunday dinners, birthday parties, 
impromptu visits, book club meetings, and other events. 

 

The daughter of a local family, Rose was a frequent visitor to the house.  She had graduated 
from Indiana University, along with Julia’s eldest brother.  She taught at the local high school.  
She started “keeping company” with Julia’s younger brother, George. 

After about three years, Rose and George married.  They spent a week in Chicago and Canada.  
Afterwards George went back to work at the elevator; and Rose returned to teaching at the 
high school. 

Four months later, Rose was reported ill with “throat trouble” caused by a tooth infection.  
Within days, it was diagnosed as scarlet fever, and Rose died. 

Final rites were different before the middle of the last century.  Instead of visitation at a 
“funeral home” and perhaps a church funeral, a family took the body home for a visitation 
before burial. 

In this case, Rose’s casket was set in that bay window.  The family hosted visits by relatives and 
friends.  At one point the students walked from the nearby school and past that bay window to 
honor their teacher. 

I learned the details of Rose’s death through the local newspaper archives.  Additionally, on an 
online genealogy site I saw Rose’s death certificate.  It included the notation that when Rose 
died, so did a baby, three-months along, within her. 

 

When my great-grandparents died about ten years later, their children shared in the ownership 
of the elevator, but house was left to Julia, who was left in the house.  Her siblings who 
remained had houses of their own. 

Another ten years later, the television signal from Chicago could reach that small town, and my 
aunt set a television in that bay window.  The bay window which I knew as a child had a story 
once unknown to me. 
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George&Rose marry. 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 21 Sep 1934: 6. Microfilm. 

 
George&Rose endure a shivaree, but likely 
less raucous. 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Oct 1934: 4. Microfilm. 

 

Rose has tooth infection. 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Jan 1935: 4. Microfilm. 
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Rose dies four months later. 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Jan 1935: 1. Microfilm. 

 


