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Cars built before the early 1920s didn’t have electric starters to rotate the crankshaft and 
activate the fuel pump until the gasoline could fill the ignition chambers and explode, rotating 
the crankshaft, so the car could be driven.  There was a crank at the center front of the car, at 
the base of the chassis.  This crank was to be pressed against the crankshaft and turned by hand 
until the engine “fired”.  There was a skill to knowing when to release the crank engagement 
with the crankshaft, avoiding the crank continuing to spin along with the crankshaft, breaking a 
thumb or worse.  At this time, at least one car owner was “kicked” every few months.  And one 
death. 

 

Chris 'kicked' by his Ford 
[In 1921, Chris Hansen, along with my 
grandfather, John Kruzick, and his brother, 
George, incorporated Winamac Cement 
Products, which built silos and small 
bridges.  Chris was also a successful 
progressive farmer and active in civic 
affairs, e.g., July 4 Committee.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Jan 8 1925: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Chris 'kicked' by his Ford 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican Jan 8 1925: 3. Microfilm. 

 
Chris out of splint 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican Feb 5 1925: p. Microfilm. 

 

Car runs over owner 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Sep 1927: 1. Microfilm. 
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Car runs over owner 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Sep 1927: 1. Microfilm. 

 
By the mid-1930s, those who could afford it 
bought cars with electric starters.  The rest 
had to continue to take their chances. 
 
Compounds on both arms from Ford kick 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Aug 19 1937: 1. Microfilm. 

 

By the 1940s, hand cranks were rare, but 
accidents did occur. 
 
Crank boy recovering 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat May 20 1943: 8. Microfilm. 

 

 


