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Ice Harvest was a strenuous, dangerous business, but evolved into something else. 

 

It’s in 1925 and the ice harvest begins. 
[Until the 1930s, ice was “harvested” from 
lakes each winter for use by businesses and 
homes.  The ice was stored in very well-
insulated “ice houses” with straw between 
the ice blocks cut from the lake.] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Jan 1925: 6. Microfilm. 

 
After a month of cold, cold work, the ice 
house filled 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Feb 1925: 1. Microfilm. 

 

For 1927, the ice harvest is on, but future 
doesn't look good. 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Jan 1927: 1. Microfilm. 
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It’s Death for ice harvest team (from The 
Democrat). 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1927: 1. Microfilm. 

 

It’s Death for ice harvest team (from The 
Republican). 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Feb 1927: 1. Microfilm. 
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Cork insulation saves ice. 
[While a few businesses, e.g., some cafés, 
could afford mechanical refrigeration, it 
was an “ice box”, insulated with cork to 
reduce ice melting, at home.] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 May 1929: 3. Microfilm. 

 

By the mid-1930s, ice cubes were available 
at home! 
[But it’s not as simple as it is presented.  
(see below)]. 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Apr 1935: 3. Microfilm. 
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Ice cubes was without “fuss or muss”. 
[Unlike the automatic ice dispensers today, 
trays had to be filled with water, the 
levered form (seen at left) was inserted in 
the tray, and the assembly inserted into the 
freezer compartment.  After freezing, the 
tray was removed, the lever was lifted, 
breaking the ice into cubes.  At least that 
was the theory.  In practice, the lever was a 
challenge to lift and the cubes usually 
fractured into slivers.  It was rare to get a 
“complete cube”, unless one washed warm 
water over the tray (and melting the ice) 
before attempting to life the lever.] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Apr 1937: 4. Microfilm. 

 


