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There was room at the shop where his daddy made and sold gravestones for Obie 
to set up the first radio in town with his high school friends in 1922.  By summer, 
folks were convening at the monument shop to hear concerts from Indianapolis, 
100 miles away.  One of the singer, in fact, was a local boy whose mother listened 
at Obie’s radio while her son sang “Goodbye Mother”.  By winter, there were five 
radios and Obie’s business was underway. 

Early in 1923, Obie installed a radio in a Ford and is visiting prospective customers 
to demonstrate its wonder.  They are receiving signals from South Bend and 
Indianapolis and even New York.  They were also transmitting signals to Monon, 
about 30 miles away. 

In 1924, yeggs1 stole Obie’s principal radio, valued at over $400.  (That’s about 
$6,000 today.)  Two weeks later, under cover of dark, it’s left at the entrance to a 
lumberyard.  Speculation was that this was the work of amateurs who would have 
had difficulty selling their swag.  By March, four young men were indicted and 
arrested.  One admitted having the car likely used in the heist. 

In 1926, after high school, Obie attended radio school in Valporaiso.  He spent the 
remainder of the year as a ship radio operator, traveling from Maine to South 
America. 

In 1927, after his adventure, Obie settled into the radio business in Winamac. 

Obie died in 1989. 

 

 

                                                           
1 A common early 20th century term for a burglar. 
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Wireless telegraph installed 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Feb 1922. Microfilm. 

 
Wireless set up at Frain Hotel 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 30 Mar 1922. Microfilm. 

 
Frain Hotel has radio in lobby 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Mar 1922. Microfilm. 

 

Radio installed (will be stolen in 1924) 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Aug 1922: 1. Microfilm. 
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Greatest Accomplishment of the Age 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Nov 1922: 3. Microfilm. 

 
Radio Entertainment at Community 
Hall 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Nov 1922: 6. Microfilm. 

 

Radio Concert 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 Nov 1922: 1. Microfilm. 
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McKinley's selling radios 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Dec 1922: 4. Microfilm. 

 

Radio in car! 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Jan 
1923: 1. Microfilm. 
 
'German band' radio broadcast from 
Winamac 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1923. Microfilm. 
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Transmitter reaches Monon 
[Monon is about 30 miles from 
Winamac.] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Feb 1923: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Farm gets radio 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Jun 1923: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Radio stolen 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 31 Jan 1924: Microfilm. 
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Radio stolen 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 31 Jan 1924: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Radio returned by thief 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm. 
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Radio returned by thief 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Radio theft may be close to closure 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Mar 1924: 1. Microfilm. 
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Radio yeggs charged 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 Mar 1924: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Radio yeggs charged 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Mar 1924: 1. Microfilm. 
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Radio outfit thieves possibly 
identified 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Apr 1924: 4. Microfilm. 
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Radio student home from school 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Feb 1926: 3. Microfilm. 

 
Obie is radio operator 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 May 1926: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Obie radios home 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Jun 1926: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Local boy reports on travels 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Jul 1926: 1&8. Microfilm. 

 
Obed returns 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Nov 1926: 6. Microfilm. 
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Radioman returns for visit 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 11 Nov 1926: 6. Microfilm. 

 
Obed's home and fixing radios 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Jan 1927: 5. Microfilm. 

 
Obie's home and in business 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Jan 1927: 6. Microfilm. 

 

Six tubes, one control 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Mar 1927: 6. Microfilm. 

 
World's Greatest Radio 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Mar 1927: 8. Microfilm. 

 


