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Even after discovering her dead baby in the trunk of her car, the community embraced Elba and 
her art. 

From accolades in 1926 through local scandal ten years later and beyond, Elba Louise Riffle 
Penwell continued to live and paint in her small hometown, Winamac in rural northwest 
Indiana. 

Even before she graduates high school, she wins a scholarship to the prestigious John Herron 
Art Institute in Indianapolis.  While attending that institute five years later, Elba, 21, was a prize 
winner at its annual exhibit.  Throughout her academic career at the institute, she annually won 
a scholarship. 

In 1927, Elba made her first bad choice in men.  The 22-year-old accepted a car ride home to 
Winamac from a fellow art student.  Even over the macadam roads of those years, the 100-mile 
drive should have taken only about three or four hours.  The trip took an unexpected turn.  
According to the news story, she said that, “he became mentally unbalanced and had driven 
around all night.1”.  He was arrested in Logansport just 20 miles short of her home, and Elba 
was safely returned by her parents. 

According to an interview with Elba’s daughter, Zoe Ann, in 1986, Deborah Ann Jones Gearhart 
related, “[Zoe Ann] explained that her biological father was Lester Pierce.  This man had 
married her mother, but [he] died before she was born.  Zoe's mother remarried another 
widow, Harmol C. Penwell, before her birth.  He insisted that Zoe Ann take his name, so that all 
the children in the home would have the same name.  Harmol C. Penwell [abandoned] them all 
within a few months of their marriage.  Elba put her step-children into an orphanage, while she 
returned home to her parents with her daughter, Zoe Ann.“.2 

In the first half of the 1930s, Elba was at the top of her game artistically.  She was exhibiting in 
Indianapolis and another large city as well as in her hometown.  In 1932, she won top honors at 
the Indiana State Fair.  She started to receive commissions through “New Deal” programs.  She 
even got a commission from my grandfather for a mural in the “Family Room” of the Indian 
Head Tavern that he built just after Prohibition ended. 

By 1936, in her early 30s, Elba was an established artist in her hometown of Winamac, living 
with her parents and Zoe Ann. 

As far as men, she had struck out three times, but she was not done with them. 

In May 1936, she was in financial troubles.  Her Oldsmobile was repossessed by the car 
dealership.  Three weeks later, after providing $15 in cash and a check for $23, she retrieved 

 
1 Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Aug 1927: 1. Microfilm. 
2 https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/31035001/person/12353681762/media/a2c0ae83-d73d-40ce-b692-
bcf5d35a8105?_phsrc=jWk10&usePUBJs=true 
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the car.  But the check bounced within days, and the car was once again repossessed that 
weekend.  Monday morning at the dealership, a "noxious" odor from the car lead to a 
newspaper-wrapped bundle in the trunk. 

The bundle was a dead baby. 

In her confession, she stated that the baby was stillborn on the evening of May 1st.  Hiding the 
birth, as well as the entire pregnancy, from her parents, she wrapped the body in newspapers 
the next morning and place it in their coal bin behind the house.  There it lay for almost three 
weeks.  She then moved it to the Oldsmobile trunk where it lay until it was discovered six days 
later. 

The father was an unnamed artist in Chicago. 

The county coroner, a physician from a nearby town, ruled death by strangulation.  She 
admitted tying a scarf around the child’s neck.  Elba, charged with homicide, intended to plead 
insanity.  But the three local physicians reported that she was sane. 

Due to lack of evidence, the Grand Jury did not indict Elba.  They did doubt her sanity and 
recommended that she be institutionalized for observation and treatment until she was 
determined to be sane.  Additionally, the Grand Jury recommended voluntary sterilization.  
There is no news report of those events ever coming to pass. 

By 1938, the scandal had been two years behind her.  There are newspaper articles of her 
paintings in the local Winamac library and the Marshal Fields department store in Chicago.  
There is even an article in 1939, in which Elba is making posters for the local PTA which are 
placed in the windows of local businesses, so the community had put her errors in judgment 
behind her. 

Through 1941, she appears to continue to live in Winamac.  Her daughter, Zoe Ann, is cited in 
the Student section of The Republican, as well as items about them in The Democrat. 

Based on a reference in the obituary of her sister, Esther, Elba likely moved to Indianapolis in 
the fall of 1941 with ZoeAnn starting 7th grade.  Between 1941 and 1948, Elba married Lyman F. 
Vernon. 

Her last show may have been the Hoosier Salon in Indianapolis in 1965 

In 1980, Elba died in Indianapolis at 75.  According to her death notice and obituary, she was 
working in “renovation art” and teaching art to seniors at community centers. 

Her last marriage lasted 35 years. 
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Elba Riffle Vernon at Crown Hill (Indianapolis IN) 

 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/46038978/elba-vernon 

 

In 1910, Elba (5) living with her folks in Winamac IN 

 
U.S. Decennial Census, 1910. Website (ancestry.com). 

 
In 1920, Elba (15) living with her folks in Winamac IN 

 
U.S. Decennial Census 1920. Website (ancestry.com) 

 



Stalking My Hometown 
1924-1947 

Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art 
 

2019-07-14 © 2019, Jim Phillips Page 4 of 61 

Elba accepted at John Herron Art Institute 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Jun 1921. Microfilm. 

 
Elba Riffle graduating High School 

 
Winamac (IN) High School Totem Yearbook 1923: 18, Website 
(ancestry.com) 

 
Class poem (related fragment) 

 
Winamac (IN) High School Totem Yearbook 1923: 31. Website 
(ancestry.com) 

 

Elba does the Art for the Yearbook 

 
Winamac (IN) High School Totem Yearbook 1923: 10. Website 
(ancestry.com) 

 
Elba returns to school 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Jan 3 1924. Microfilm. 
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Elba (21) wins prize at her Indianapolis art 
school. 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Jun 1926: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba (22) has two brothers who are doctors! 
[Raymond, physician, was 18 years older and 
Bertram, dentist, was 14 years older.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Jun 1927: 8. Microfilm. 
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Elba graduates 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Jun 1927: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Elba earns scholarship 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune Jun 18 1927: 7. Microfilm. 

 

Elba makes a poor decision 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Aug 1927: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba's momma, Mary Ellen (65), buys her daddy, 
William (70), a subscription to The Democrat.  
William is a self-employed teamster, i.e., 
delivery wagon driver. 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1928: 7. Microfilm. 

 

Elba takes a break from school 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Dec 1928: 5. Microfilm. 

 
Elba's brother and sister visit their folks 
[Raymond is 19 years older than Elba, and Nora 
is 12 years older.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Mar 1929: 5. Microfilm. 

 

In 1930, Elba (25) living with her folks in Winamac IN 

 
U.S. Decennial Census 1930. Website (ancestry.com) 
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Elba places third at the Indiana State Fair 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Sep 1930: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba's on exhibit at the Indianapolis Art Institute 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 5 Mar 1931: 8. Microfilm. 
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Elba paints for the Christians 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Aug 1931: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba on exhibit at local public library 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba to exhibit at local public library 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits at local public library 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibits at local public library 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba earns commendation 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibits at Marshall Field 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Jan 1932: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba and Zoe party 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Jan 1932: 6. Microfilm. 

 
Elba exhibits permanently at Winamac Public 
Library 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Feb 1932: 6. Microfilm. 

 
Elba's daddy renews 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Apr 1932: 3. Microfilm. 
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Elba and ZoeAnne visit relatives in Logan 
[Logansport is a large city about 20 miles south 
of Winamac.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 May 1932: 6. Microfilm. 

 
Elba's brother visits 
[Bertram Riffle is 15 years older than Elba.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Jun 1932: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Elba's brother visits 
[Ortho Riffle is 9 years older than Elba.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Aug 1932: 5. Microfilm. 

 

Elba will exhibit at Indiana State Fair 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Sep 1932: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba wins at State Fair! 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Aug 1932: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits at Winamac Public Library 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Oct 1932: 5. Microfilm. 
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Elba and her winning oil painting 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Oct 1932: 8. Microfilm. 

 

Elba elected Arts&Crafts Guild prez! 
[Probably wining first place at the Indiana State 
Fair didn’t hurt.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Oct 1932: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibits at Winamac Public Library 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Oct 1932: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba demonstrates 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Oct 1932: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Elba exhibits at Marshal Field 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat -9 Feb 1933: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibits at Indy Art Institute 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Feb 1933: 5. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits at Marshall Field 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 23 Feb 1933: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba praised 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Mar 1933: 5. Microfilm. 

 

Elba ‘contributed to the enjoyment’ 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Apr 1933: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Elba hosts WHS art class 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 May 1933: 8. Microfilm. 
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Elba inspires WHS art class (from Student 
section) 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 18 May 1933: 6. Microfilm. 

 

Elba in class of '23 (from Student section) 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 25 May 1933: 6. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibits at Logansport Public Library 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Dec 1933: 8. Microfilm. 

 

Elba paints for library for a “New Deal” agency 
[During The Depression, the federal 
government sponsored employment program, 
including for artists.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1934: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Elba wins 50 bucks 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Feb 1934: 8. Microfilm. 
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Elba is critiqued in student assembly (from 
Student Section) 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Feb 1934: 6. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits commissioned painting for local 
public library 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1934: 3. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibits in South Bend 
[South Bend is a very large city about 60 miles 
north of Winamac.] 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 May 1934: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba even got a commission from my 
grandfather! 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Aug 1934: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba even got a commission from my 
grandfather! 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Aug 1934: 1&6. Microfilm. 

 
Elba to exhibit in local public library 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Feb 1935: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits at Winamac Library 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Feb 1935: 3. Website 
(newspapers.com) 

 
Elba exhibits in local public library 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Feb 1935: 8. Microfilm. 
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Elba speaks (from Student section) 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Mar 1934: 3. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits in South Bend again 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Apr 1935: 6. Microfilm. 
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Elba gets a new do! 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 30 May 1935: 8. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits at Indy studio 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Nov 1935: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Is Elba 'showing' yet? 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Dec 1935: 5. Microfilm. 

 
Wait'll he reads the May 28 issue! 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Apr 1936: 7. Microfilm. 
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Isn’t Elba puttin' on some weight? 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Apr 1936: 3. Microfilm. 
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Find Winamac Baby Strangled 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 23 1936: 1. Microfilm. 
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Report Noted Winamac Artist Has Confessed Slaying Baby 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 25 1936: 1. Microfilm. 
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Jury Will Probe Baby Case 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 26 1936: 1&12. Microfilm. 
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Winamac Woman Admits Strangling Infant 

 
Logansport (IN) Press May 26 1936: 1&4. Microfilm. 
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Mother Admits Strangling Baby 
[A daily Chicago paper can scoop this huge story 
from the two local weeklies, but not the Logan 
dailies.] 

 
Chicago (IL) Tribune 27 May 1936: 9. Website (newspapers.com) 
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Case to Grand Jury 

 
Logansport (IN) Press May 27 1936: 1&2. Microfilm. 
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Mrs. Penwell's Confession 

 
Logansport (IN) Press May 27 1936: 12. Microfilm. 
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Pulaski County Grand Jury Ready to Investigate Death of Infant 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 27 1936: 1. Microfilm. 
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Grand Jury at Work in Baby Case 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 28 1936: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Grand Jury at Work in Baby Case 

 
Logansport (IN) Press May 28 1936: 1. Microfilm. 

 
 



Stalking My Hometown 
1924-1947 

Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art 
 

2019-07-14 © 2019, Jim Phillips Page 36 of 61 

Dead baby in trunk leads to Elba (31) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 May 1936: 1&2. Microfilm. 
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Dead baby in trunk 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 May 1936: 1&8. Microfilm. 
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Elba's confession 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 May 1936: 5. Microfilm. 
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Fail to Indict Elba R. Penwell 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 29 1936: 1. Microfilm. 
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Pulaski Jury May Give Its Finding Today 

 
Logansport (IN) Press May 29 1936: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Mental Care of Woman is Recommended 

 
Logansport (IN) Press May 30 1936: 1&6. Microfilm. 
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Leaving Courtroom 

 
Daily Iowan, Iowa City IA 30 May 1936: 8. 
Website (newspapers.com) 

 

Elba Riffle Penwell Found Sane 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune Jun 3 1936: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba not indicted 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Jun 1936: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba not indicted. 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Jun 1936: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba's momma complimented 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Oct 1936: 8. Microfilm. 

 

Keepin' an eye on Sis 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Apr 1936: 8. Microfilm. 
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Elba's daddy dies 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 May 1937: 3. Microfilm. 

 

Elba's daddy dies 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 May 1937: 1. Microfilm. 
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Appreciation 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1937: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Card of Thanks 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Jun 1937: 8. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1936: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Elba's exhibits at Marshal Fields 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Feb 1938: 8. Microfilm. 
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1938-02-05 - Elba exhibited in Chicago's 
Marshall Fields - Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 
- p8 - Trunk Baby Momma - aa 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 5 Feb 1938: 8. Website 
(newspapers.com) 

 

Art Festival, where's Elba’s work? 
[The selection, under the direction of the local 
county art chairwoman and another woman, 
may appear to have excluded work by Elba for 
non-artistic reasons, it probably wasn’t.  Over 
the years after the dead baby in her car trunk, 
Elba continues to be honored with exhibits at 
the local library.  Indiana University probably 
just didn’t consider her significant.  We’ll 
probably never know.] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Feb 1938: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibits at library 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Feb 1938: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits at library 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 17 Feb 1938: 2. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibited in Winamac Library 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 Feb 1938: 8. Website 
(newspapers.com) 

 

Elba's momma renews her subscription to The 
Democrat 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Jul 1936: 7. Microfilm. 

 



Stalking My Hometown 
1924-1947 

Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art 
 

2019-07-14 © 2019, Jim Phillips Page 49 of 61 

Elba awarded first prize 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Sep 1938: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba not the only one painting while her 
momma's away 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Sep 1938: 3. Microfilm. 

 
Elba's momma is a new subscriber to The 
Republican.. 
[Now she subscribes to both local weeklies, 
which is unusual for the period 1924-1947.] 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Oct 1938: 8. Microfilm. 
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A new Student section is initiated in The 
Democrat and includes references to Elba's 
daughter (from KidReporter section) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Dec 1938: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Elba's still 'got game' 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Jan 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Penwell Painting in Hoosier Salon 

 
Logansport (IN) Press Jan 29 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Zoe Ann visits in Logan (from KidReporter 
section) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Mar 1939: 3. Microfilm. 
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Elba on exhibit 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1939: 4. Microfilm. 

 
Elba has paintings in show 

 
Logansport (IN) Press Mar 12 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Aug 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Elba exhibits 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Zoe Ann visited by cousins (from KidReporter 
section) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1939: 4. Microfilm. 

 
Elba exhibits 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1939: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba exhibits 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Aug 1939: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Elba makes posters for PTA 
[This is yet another indication that she is not 
ostracized by the community.] 

 
inamac (IN) Republican 5 Oct 1939: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Elba exhibits 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1939: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba's brother visits 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1939: 2. Microfilm. 

 
Zoe Ann burned (from KidReporter section) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1939: 3. Microfilm. 

 
Elba subscribes for her brother 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Jan 1940: 7. Microfilm. 
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Zoe Ann, et al., playin' 'Doctor' (from 
KidReporter section) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1940: 8. Microfilm. 
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In 1940, Elba living at home her momma. 

 
U.S. Decennial Census 1940. Website (ancestry.com) 

 
Elba wins with portrait of Zoe Ann! 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Jun 1940: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Elba and Zoe Ann go to Indy 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Aug 1940: 5. Microfilm. 

 
Elba blows back into town 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Sep 1940: 2. Microfilm. 

 

Elba blows back into town (from KidReporter 
section) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Sep 1940: 7. Microfilm. 
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Elba active 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Oct 1940: 2. Microfilm. 

 

Elba exhibits 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Oct 1940: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba honored 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Oct 1940: 8. Microfilm. 

 

Elba honored 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Oct 1940: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Elba hosts 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Oct 1940: 5. Microfilm. 

 



Stalking My Hometown 
1924-1947 

Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art 
 

2019-07-14 © 2019, Jim Phillips Page 57 of 61 

Elba supports Red Cross 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Dec 1940: 8. Microfilm. 

 
Elba’s brother visits 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Dec 1940: 2. Microfilm. 

 
Zoe Ann's uncle visits (from KidReporter 
section) 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Dec 1940: 7. Microfilm. 

 

Zoe Ann had company 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Feb 1941: 3. Microfilm. 

 
Zoe Ann had company (from KidReporter 
section) 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 8 May 1941: 3. Microfilm. 
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Zoe's goin' to church conference at Battle 
Ground 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune Jul 17 1941: 11. Microfilm. 

 
Zoe visiting from Indy, so Elba's likely living in 
Indy 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Sep 1946: 8. Microfilm. 

 

Elba's sister dies 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Nov 18 1948: 1. Microfilm. 
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Elba's momma dies 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Feb 10 1949: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Elba's momma dies 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican Feb 10 1936: 8. Microfilm. 
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The Hoosier Salon began in 1925 at the Marshall 
Field Department Store in downtown Chicago.  Elba 
participated in the exhibits in 1932 and 1938, as well 
as 1965, after the event moved to Indianapolis. 
 
A Hoosier Salon notice appeared in the Indianapolis 
(IN) News between November 2, 1965 and 
November 14, 1965.  It was a two-man show by Elba 
Riffle Vernon and Oliff Pegg at 610 State Life 
Building. 
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  The stifling heat may have factor in the death 
yesterday elderly Indianapolis woman. 
  Police were called at 1 p.m. to 859 N. Broadway 
where Elba Vernon, 75, was found dead in her home.  
Lyman Vernon said his wife had been hanging 
clothes outside and came inside to lie down. 
  Vernon summoned a fire rescue unit when his wife 
appeared unconscious. She had a history of medical 
problems, he said. 
  The Marion County coroner's office listed cause of 
death as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and 
a representative of the coroner's office said that the 
condition could have been aggravated by the heat. 
The Indianapolis (IN) News 9 Jul 1980: 1. 
 
 

  Services for Mrs. Lyman (Elba Riffle) Vernon, an 
artist and teacher for senior citizens, will be Friday at 
10 a.m. in Flanner & Buchanan Fall Creek Mortuary. 
  Mrs. Vernon, 75, died yesterday at her home, 859 N. 
Broadway.  She was a renovation artist at Lyman 
Brothers and taught art classes for senior citizens at 
Mary Rigg Neighborhood Center, Christamore House 
and Hawthorne Community Center. 
  She was a frequent exhibitor in the State Fair art 
show, first entering in 1929 as a John Herron School 
of Art student.  Her entry that year was a sculpted 
head "filled with rocks because the price of 
plastalene was so high and it took so much of it to 
around," she recalled in a 1978 interview. 
The Indianapolis (IN) News 9 Jul 1980: 46. 

 
Elba Riffle Vernon at Crown Hill (Indianapolis IN) 

 
8 Jul 1980. Website (findagrave.com). 

 
1986 Interview with Daughter, Zoe, about Elba’s marriage to Harold Penwell 

 
 


