Stalking My Hometown
1924-1947
Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art

Even after discovering her dead baby in the trunk of her car, the community embraced Elba and
her art.

From accolades in 1926 through local scandal ten years later and beyond, Elba Louise Riffle
Penwell continued to live and paint in her small hometown, Winamac in rural northwest
Indiana.

Even before she graduates high school, she wins a scholarship to the prestigious John Herron
Art Institute in Indianapolis. While attending that institute five years later, Elba, 21, was a prize
winner at its annual exhibit. Throughout her academic career at the institute, she annually won
a scholarship.

In 1927, Elba made her first bad choice in men. The 22-year-old accepted a car ride home to
Winamac from a fellow art student. Even over the macadam roads of those years, the 100-mile
drive should have taken only about three or four hours. The trip took an unexpected turn.
According to the news story, she said that, “he became mentally unbalanced and had driven
around all night.1”. He was arrested in Logansport just 20 miles short of her home, and Elba
was safely returned by her parents.

According to an interview with Elba’s daughter, Zoe Ann, in 1986, Deborah Ann Jones Gearhart
related, “[Zoe Ann] explained that her biological father was Lester Pierce. This man had
married her mother, but [he] died before she was born. Zoe's mother remarried another
widow, Harmol C. Penwell, before her birth. He insisted that Zoe Ann take his name, so that all
the children in the home would have the same name. Harmol C. Penwell [abandoned] them all
within a few months of their marriage. Elba put her step-children into an orphanage, while she
returned home to her parents with her daughter, Zoe Ann.“.?

In the first half of the 1930s, Elba was at the top of her game artistically. She was exhibiting in
Indianapolis and another large city as well as in her hometown. In 1932, she won top honors at
the Indiana State Fair. She started to receive commissions through “New Deal” programs. She
even got a commission from my grandfather for a mural in the “Family Room” of the Indian
Head Tavern that he built just after Prohibition ended.

By 1936, in her early 30s, Elba was an established artist in her hometown of Winamac, living
with her parents and Zoe Ann.

As far as men, she had struck out three times, but she was not done with them.

In May 1936, she was in financial troubles. Her Oldsmobile was repossessed by the car
dealership. Three weeks later, after providing $15 in cash and a check for $23, she retrieved

1 Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Aug 1927: 1. Microfilm.

2 https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/31035001/person/12353681762/media/a2c0ae83-d73d-40ce-b692-
bcf5d35a8105?_phsrc=jWk10&usePUBJs=true
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the car. But the check bounced within days, and the car was once again repossessed that
weekend. Monday morning at the dealership, a "noxious" odor from the car lead to a
newspaper-wrapped bundle in the trunk.

The bundle was a dead baby.

In her confession, she stated that the baby was stillborn on the evening of May 1st. Hiding the
birth, as well as the entire pregnancy, from her parents, she wrapped the body in newspapers
the next morning and place it in their coal bin behind the house. There it lay for almost three
weeks. She then moved it to the Oldsmobile trunk where it lay until it was discovered six days
later.

The father was an unnamed artist in Chicago.

The county coroner, a physician from a nearby town, ruled death by strangulation. She
admitted tying a scarf around the child’s neck. Elba, charged with homicide, intended to plead
insanity. But the three local physicians reported that she was sane.

Due to lack of evidence, the Grand Jury did not indict Elba. They did doubt her sanity and
recommended that she be institutionalized for observation and treatment until she was
determined to be sane. Additionally, the Grand Jury recommended voluntary sterilization.
There is no news report of those events ever coming to pass.

By 1938, the scandal had been two years behind her. There are newspaper articles of her
paintings in the local Winamac library and the Marshal Fields department store in Chicago.
There is even an article in 1939, in which Elba is making posters for the local PTA which are
placed in the windows of local businesses, so the community had put her errors in judgment
behind her.

Through 1941, she appears to continue to live in Winamac. Her daughter, Zoe Ann, is cited in
the Student section of The Republican, as well as items about them in The Democrat.

Based on a reference in the obituary of her sister, Esther, Elba likely moved to Indianapolis in
the fall of 1941 with ZoeAnn starting 7" grade. Between 1941 and 1948, Elba married Lyman F.
Vernon.

Her last show may have been the Hoosier Salon in Indianapolis in 1965

In 1980, Elba died in Indianapolis at 75. According to her death notice and obituary, she was
working in “renovation art” and teaching art to seniors at community centers.

Her last marriage lasted 35 years.
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Elba Riffle Vernon at Crown Hill (Indianapolis IN)

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/46038978/elba-vernon

In 1910, Elba (5) living with her folks in Winamac IN

1910 United States Federal Census for Elba Riffle
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In 1920, Elba (15) living with her folks in Winamac IN

1920 United States Federal Census for Elba Riffle
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Elba accepted at John Herron Art Institute

‘Miss Elba Riffle, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs, Willlam Riffle of
Winamac, has been honored with
a scholarship to the Johny Herron!
Art Institute at Indianapoils. She
has onjy finished her second year
in the local high school, but won
the scholarship through her suc-|
cess in drawing.
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Jun 1921. Microfilm.

Elba Riffle graduating High School

ELBA RIFFLE

Learn one thing at a time and learn
that thing well

Winamac (IN) High School Totem Yearbook 1923: 18, Website
(ancestry.com)

Class poem (related fragment)

Elba Riffle is an artist,

Who I'm sure will win renown.
Couldn't find a better one
If you'd search in every town.

Winamac (IN) High School Totem Yearbook 1923: 31. Website
(ancestry.com)

2019-07-14
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Elba does the Art for the Yearbook
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(ancestry.com)

EIba returns to school

 Miss Elba Riffle went to Indlan-
upblll Saturday to resume her utml-
1es at the Herron art school,

LV ar S

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat Jan 3 1924 Mlcrofllm
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Elba (21) wins prize at her Indianapolis art
school.

WINAMAC GIRL WINS HIGH
HONOR AT ART EXHIBIT

Miss Elba Riffle, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Riffle of this city,
an art student at the John Herron
Institute at Indianapolis, was among
the prize winners at the annual ex-
hibit of the art work of the students
of the institution, held last week. The
exhibition will be on view for the
remainder of the month. The follow-
ing paragraph from the Indianapolis
| Sunday Star tells of the work of the
| Winamac girl:

“Visitors to the student show
should hunt out the work of the tal-
lented young student, Elba Riffle, for
| she received the $250 scholarship
award from the Delzell fund for the
best work in the water color class,
|also the alumni prize of $10 for the
best work in water colors.”

Miss Riffle has been a student at
the Herron school for three yearg and
during that time has won three schol-
~arship prizes. Her home friends con-
sider it not unlikely that in the future

list of Indiana artists her name will

'hold a prominent place,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Jun 1926: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

Elba (22) has two brothers who are doctors!
[Raymond, physician, was 18 years older and
Bertram, dentist, was 14 years older.]

Mrs. Willilam Riffle went to Indi-
anapolis Wetl:l&sday to visit until Sun-}
day in the homes of her sons, Dr.
Raymond Riffle and Dr. and Mrs.
Bertram Riffle, and her daughter Miss
Elba. The latter was a member of the

© 2019, Jim Phillips

graduating class of the Herron Art
school of that city, the commencement
exercises being held Tuesday evening.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Jun 1927: 8. Microfilm.
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Elba graduates

WINAMAC GIRL WINS
HONOR AT ART SCHOOL

Miss Elba Riffle, who was grad-
uated last week from the John Herron
Art Institute of Indiahapolls, was
awarded the John Appel scholarship
of $300 as the best student of painting
and composition in fine arts, and re
celved two prizes of $10 each for the
best cast drawing and for the best
costumeé, There were twelve mem-
bers of the graduating class.

With the exception of one semester,
Miss Riffle has made her four years
at the institute on scholarships, hav-
ing entered that school upon a schol-
arship for a drawing submlited be-
fore she had finished her course in
the Winamae high school. She went
to Indlanapolis @ year and then re
turned home to complete her high
school work. Miss Riffle has disposed
of several paintings at a falr figure
to-patrons of art, and has recelved
much praise from instructors and oth-
ers upon the quality of her work.

Miss Riffle Is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Willlam Riffle, and is now
at home for a few weeks' vacation,
She expects to go to Winona I.nkni
soon for the study of out-door paint-
ing during the summer. '

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Jun 1927: 1. Microfilm.

Elba earns scholarshlp

‘Miss Elba Riffle of Winamac,
a member of the graduating clasa
of the John Herron Art institute,
has been awarded a $400 scholar-
ship and a cash prize for her ex-
cellency in work. ‘ e e

Logansport (IN) Pharos- Tnbune Jun 18 1927: 7. Microfilm.

2019-07-14
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Elba makes a poor decision

LOGANSPORT POLIGE
RESCUE LOCAL GIRL

A man giving his name as Guy
Hammond, 41, Columbia, N. C., was
arrested in Logansport Wednesday
morning after he had been reported
as “driving haphazardly” down the
road. It is said that he had become
mentally deranged while enroute
from Indianapolis to Winamae, in
company with Miss Elba Riffle, who
had been attending the John Herron
Art Institute at Indianapolis.

When Hammond was arrested, Miss
Riffle said she had left Indianapolis
for Winamac Tuesday evening with
him, and he had become mentally un-
balanced and had driven around all
night. Miss Riffle’'s parents were
cilled and went to Logansport after
her,

Although Hammond gave as his
home Columbia, N. C,, and had New
York license plates on his car and
Florida license plantes in his car,
it is understood that he, too, attended
Herron Institute, where he became
acquainted with Miss Riffle.

In a talk with the Winamac author-
ities, the Logansport police stated
that they intended holding Hammond
in custody until his true condition
can be learned.

Winamac (IN) Republican 25 Aug 1927: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba's momma, Mary Ellen (65), buys her daddy, Elba takes a break from school

William (70), a subscription to The Democrat. . Miss Elba: Riffle of ladianapolls
William is a self-employed teamster, i.e., spent the week-end here with her par-
delivery wagon driver. ents, Mr. 'and Mrs. Willlam Riffle.

v \ ; Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Dec 1928: 5. Microfilm.

t THE ADVANCF LIST ‘ 3 Elba's brother and sister visit their folks
Wﬂw 1 [Raymond is 19 years older than Elba, and Nora

Following are the names of those is 12 years older.] |
whose subscriptions to The Democrat Dr. Raymond Riffle and daughter
have been advanced during the week Jean of Indianapolis, and Mrs. Nora|
ending Monday night: Webster of Logansport were here over |
i 1 Sunday visiting in the home of their |

i parents, Mr. and Mrs.: William Riffle.
William Riffle of Winamac, by Mrs. Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Mar 1929: 5. Microfilm.
Riftle. s
(X X )

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 May 1928: 7. Microfilm.

In 1930, Elba (25) living with her folks in Winamac IN

1930 United States Federal Census for Elba S Penwell

Indiana > Pulaski > Winamac > District 0007
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U.S. Decennial Census 1930. Website (ancestry.com)
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Elba places third at the Indiana State Fair

PAINTING WINS PRIZE.

Miss Elba Riffle of this city was
awarded third prize on a water
color which she exhibited at the In-
diana state fair last week. Miss
Riffle has been a student at the
John Herron art institute at Indi-
anapolis, but has been here for
several weeks at the home of her
parents, Mr, and Mrs. William
Riffle, -

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Sep 1930: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14
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_E_I_p'g's on exhibit at the Indianapolis Art Institute
I - ¥ = ' -

Enters Water-Color in
Indianapolis Exhlblt

“Summer Flowers,” 4 waier color
painting by  Miss _ Elba Riffle
of Winamac, is included in the |
twenty-fourth annual exhibition of
indiana artists and eraftsmen con.
ducled by the John Herron Art Ins
stitute of Indiznapolis. The exhible
tion opened Saturday evening with
ia reception for the exbhibitors, the
members of the indiana  Artisls
Club, and the members of the In-
dixnapolis Art Association.
According to Wilbur D. Peat, di-
rector, the number of entries was
greator than for any previous ex-
hibition.  I'rom more than sevoen
thundred paintings submitred eighty-
[mghl oils and fifty-five water
jcolors “were chosen. In  addition
there  are twenty-fourr pleces  of
sculpture, twentythree prints and
tweniy-one articles of applied art.
The gxhibition will continue
throughout March and many clubs
:irn planning to meet at the Instl-
Flite some time during the montly,
The tte of Miss Riffie’s paint-
ing, “Summer PFlowers,” SURZests
the gardening activities earried on
: by her mother, Mre. William Riffle,

tat the family home on North Mon-
Izmlln street,

P ——

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat 5 Mar 1931 8 Mlcrofllm
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Elba paints for the Christians
]

Oil Painting by Local
Artist Draws Approval

The painting just completed by
Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell of this
city, for installation over the new

was on display in one of the Fry
& Lange windows the latter part
of last week and was admired by
many passers-hy.

A view of the Tippecanoe river

southwest of Winamac was chosen
as the subject. When commissioned
to paint the plcture, Mrs. Penwell
visited the site and made a pencil
sketch. This was transferred and
enlarged to the 4 x 6-foot section
of wall board on which the oil
painting was executed.

The colors are harmonious and

stream gently winds out of sighl
toward the rear.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Aug 1931: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

Elba on exhibit at local public library

baptistry in the Christian church, .

from a point on the Shellhart farm

true to life. A willow tree occuples
a prominent place in the fore.
ground of the picture, and the.

© 2019, Jim Phillips

COUNTY ARTISTS
| ; CONTRIBUTE TO
| PUBLIC EXHIBIT

An exhibit by artists of Pulaski
cognty, the first of its kind to be
held in Winamac, will open at the
public library next Thursday, for
one week. The main exhibit will
be held in the basement auditorium,
and in theé smaller room will be 2
collection of prize winning photo-
graphs from the collection of the
Association of Photographers of In-
diapa, Ohio efid Michigan, secured
through the co-operation of R. J.
Gifford.

Among the artists who expect to
be represented at the exhibit are
Mrs. Elba Penwell, Miss Janet
Keller, Joseph Musial, Miss Wilma
Ale, Francis Murray and Russell
Rearick, all of Winamae, with pos-
sibly a few others from the county.
It is planned to make the exhibit
an annual affair, in an effort to
stimulate an interest in art in the
community. The art committee of
the Mothers’ Club, composed of Mrs.
Earl D). Roudebush, Mrs. Michael
Garigan and Mrs. John Russell, is
taking an active interest and as-
sisting in the exhibit.

he exhibit will be open from

0 until 5:00 and from 7:00 until
9300 each week day and on Sun-
day afternoon.

f Lo

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Oct 1931 1 Mlcroﬂlm
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Elba to exhibit at local public library

WILL HOLD ART EXHIBIT

An art exhibit to stimulate the art
interest in the county will be held
in the large room in the basement of
the library from October 15 to 21.
Some of the pieces to be on exhibit
have taken prizes at the state fair.

The hours will be frem 2:30 until
5 each afternoon including Sunday
and each evening except Sunday from
7:30 until 9 o'clock.

The art exhibit will become an an-
nual affair if the public is interested
in the first.

In addition to the art picture ex-
hibit R. J. Gifford, local photographer,
will have an exhibit of special prints
some of which were taken in Indiana,
Ohio and Michigan.

~There will probably be twleve ex-
hibitors some of whom are Elba Rif-
fle Penwell, Joe Musial, Janet Keller,
Wilma Ale, Francis Murray and Rus-
sell Rearick. The public is invited.

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

Elba exhibits at local public library

WD VARETY
RIS’ EXHBT

?Color Reigns as County Dis-
play Opens in Wina-
mac Library.

The four walls of the auditorium
in the basement of the Winamae
public library fairly teem with
color this afternoon, as tne doors
are Lhrown open on the Initia! ex-
hibit planned by Pulaskl county
artists. Additional -pace in an ad-
jacent commitiee room, as well as
a screen through the middle of
the main room, were found neces-
sary to properly arrange all tte
contributions.

Tiny plaques vie for the visitor's
eye along with massive oils;” water
i colors and pastels throw their ra-
'diant hues across quief drawings
in charcoal and ink: silken wall
“llﬂllﬂillﬁ‘i in brizht shades surcsund
a display of sculpture on a back-
;grmmfl of sombre black, with past-
lers and photographs adding tc the
spice of varlety.

Interest in  the exhibit was
aroused recently when a few arsists
began to talk about a display show-
ing work accomplished by residents
of the county. Instead of a score
or two of plec as originally
hoped, the project gr:\,ulunl].y erew
to proportions that tax the capacity
of the quarters chosen for the
event, which ix already regarded as
the first of an annual series.

Local Artists Take Charge.

Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell of Win-
amac is one of the largest contribu-
tors, with works in oil, water colors,
still life, and black and white. As
i former student at ihe John Her-
ron art institute ot Indianapolis,
Mrs. Penwell has been active in
arranging the exhibit, as has also
Russell Rearick, another pative of
this city. His contribution consists
of sculptured articles in marble,
limestone, plaster and even salt.
 The display oceupies & prominent
place on the rostrum

R. J_&ffford has likewise been
a gulding spirit in the affair, and
along with his own photographs
has secured a collection selected
to be hung at the Ohio-Michigan-
Indiana Photogeaphers’ convention,

A number of oils have been con-
tributed by Mrs. C. H, Leeson of
this city and daughter Miss Flor-
ence. The latier, who is teaching
art in the schools at Mulberry, has
added a group of decorative plaques
and a specimen of work with the
palette knife.

A display. offered by Miss Janet
Keller, Winamac young lady now
an art supervisor in the Indianap-
olis schools, rconsists of water
colors  and  charcoal drawings,
while her sister, Mrs. Joseph Musial,
presents several batik wall hang-
and a bas relief. Mr. Musial
‘nts a number of cartoons and
modernistic posters,

Art Supervisors Contribute.

Miss Ellen K. Philipson, a gradu-
ate-of the Winamac high  school
with the class of 1901, has a dis-
play of oils and a pastel. Her
uncle, George Scheuer of Monterey
but now employed at South Bend,
contributes some oil paintings and
a sample of linoléum printing.

Francis Murray, now ‘a resident
of Winamag but employed as super-
vigor of art in the Seymour schools,
has a collectlon of pastels. Miss
Wilma Ale, also of this city, super-
visor of art at Angola, has senrie
water colors, a decorative motto
and a sample of gesso panel.

Mrs. Roy Hoch, now living at
Rochester, contributes several wo-
ter colors, mostly autumn scenes,
which she did while a resident of
Winamac. Herbert Hoeh, yvoung
Winamae business man, shows
some olls and a collection of
plagues.

There are pen and ink drawings
by two’ young men, Owen Wack-
nitz of Medaryville and Elmer
Howard of Winamac. Mrs. Ralph
Curtis of this city shows n water
e¢olor, and there Is a plague done
by the late Paul Burkey.

The exhibit is to be held open
for one week, from 2:30 to 5:30
cach afiernoon, Including Sunday,
and from 7:00 to-9:00 cach week
day evening. Members of the Mo-
thers’ Club are acting as hostesnes,
There I8 no admission charge, and
the public is luvited to attend.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits at local public library

ART EXHIBITION AT
LIBRARY COLORFUL

A colorful array of oil pointings,
water colored pictures, charcoal draw-
ings, . pencil sketches, sculptural work
and batiks, _together with placques,
cartoons and posters marked the
opening this afternoon at® 2 o'clock
of the exhibit by Pulaski county art-
ists, of their work in the basement of
the public library. Members of the
Mother's Club are acting as hostesses
to the, many who are visiting the ex-
hibit.

The affair was planned several
weeks ago by Miss Alma Doyle, li-
brarian, together with a number of
Pulaski county artists who were in-
terested in forming a club and mak-
ing the display an annual affair if

the reading rooms of the library.

Various degrees of talent can be
seen in the showing and some of the
best art schools in the United States
are represented. No awards are to
be made, but the exhibit, complete
as it is in almost every detall, was
made possible by the generosity of
the artists, who have co-operated to
give almost every type of painting
and sculptural work.

Of special interest is the exhibit
of Russell Rearick. Sculptures from
blocks of salt, together with work in
limestone, plaster and clay in almost
every stage of the making and the
tools with which they are made is
displayed.

A number of portrait prints, made
by R. J. Gifford, of Kewanna, local
artist and photographer, are exhibited
in the smaller art room of the library.

A number of the oil paintings are
scenes which many will recognize as
being made along the river, from the
cemetery hill or of various homes.
A painted portrait of a loeal young
lady is also exhibited.

Among those whoge work is on dis-
play are: George Scheuer, Katherine
Philipson, Herbert Hoch, Mrs. Roy
Hoch, Mrs. Don Davis, Florence Lee-
son, Mrs. Charles Leeson, Lois Kel-
ler, Joe Musial, Janet Keller, Wilma
Ale, Paul Burkey, R. J. Gifford, Rus-
sell Rearick, M. H. Adams, Owen
‘Wacknitz and Elba Riffle Penwell.

The exhibit is open to the publie
in the afternoons from 2:80 until
6 o'clock and in the evenings from
7:30 until 9 o'clock every evening
except Sundays. . The exhibit will
continue until October 21.

the public was interested and to also |
have a permanent smaller exhibit in|

Stalking My Hometown
1924-1947

Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art

Elba earns commendatlon

exhibit.

ART EXHIBIT REVEALS
COMMUNITY TALENT

The first annual exhibit of Pulaski
county artists came to a close last
evening at the Winamac library. To
the more than 1,000 visitors who
viewed the work of our local artists
the exhibition was a re-elation =ss
few were aware of the talent in our
community.

The portraits;
cartoons, scenic paintings, placques,
batiks, wall panels, bas TelieTs and
sculpturing were clever in desien‘and
artistically rendered and each re-
ceived its merited meed of praise.

Commendation is due Elba Riffle
Penwell, Miss Alma Doyle, R. J. Gif-
ford and- Russell
planned, arranged and sunervised the

sketrhes, posters,

Rearick,. wheo

The Art Committee of the

Mother’s Club acted as hostesses. ,

Tuesday noon the Kiwanis Club ad-
journed "in a body to the library,
where they were' entertained with
short talks on the’paintings by Mrs.
Penwell and on sculpturing by Mr.
Rearick. The Kiwanians were espe-
cially interested as one of their mem-
| bers, Herbert Hoch, was an exhibitor.

Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm.

Winamac (IN) Republican 15 Oct 1931: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14
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Elba exhibits at Marshall Field

'Winamac Artist has
Pictures in Chicago Show

-

.
Mrs. Elba Riffle Penweil, Wina-

mac artist, is represented by two
pletures in the Eighth Annual Hoo-
sier Salon which is now being held
in the Marshall Field galleries, Chi- !
cago. One is an oil still life of the
yellow forsythia and the other a
water color of tulips. The latter
drew favorable comment rom oth-
“er exhibiting artists who saw it
Saturday night at a preview of
the salon.

Miss K. Ellen Philipson, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry W.
Philipson of Winamac, and George
Scheuer of Monterey and South
Bend, were present at the preview,
which was attended by many of
the painters and patrons of the
salon.

Scheuer reported the event for
the South Bend News-Times and
'the United Press,

2019-07-14

| Dressler,

Elba and Zoe party
MRS. MARY TERRY HONORED

A group of neighbors surprised
Mrs. Mary Terry Monday evening up-
on the occasion of the 76th anniver-
sary of her birth, which occurred on
Sunday. :

Those who participated in the de-
licious covered dish supper were:
Mrs. E. J. Blew, Mrs. Ray Conn, Mrs.
William Holmes, Mrs. Charles Kroft,
Mrs, William Riffle, Mrs. Elba Pen-
well and daughter, Zoe Ann, Miss
Minnie Dommer and Miss Lizzie

Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Jan 1932: 6. Microfilm.

Elba exhibits permanently at Winamac Public
Library

PAINTINGS IN LIBRARY

Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell has es-
tablished a permanent exhibit of
some of her pictures at the library,
and~the public is, invited to view
them.\ Mrs. Penwell will change her
exhibit occasionally and will show
pictures which have been in a num-
ber of art exhibits in America.

— e c——— —

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Winamac (IN) Republican 18 Feb 1932: 6. Microfilm.

Elba's daddy renews

3ﬂﬂ+ﬂmﬂ

%THE ADVANCE LIST*

Following are the names of those
whose subscriptions to The Demo-
crat have been advanced during the |
week ending Monday night:

o009
William Riffle of Winamac.
000

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 7 Apr 1932: 3. Microfilm.
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Elba and ZoeAnne visit relatives in Logan
[Logansport is a large city about 20 miles south
of Winamac.]

Mrs, Elba Penwell and daughter
Zoeanne visited relatives in Lo-
ransport the latter part of the
[ week,

I -

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 May 1932: 6. Microfilm.

Elba's brother visits
[Bertram Riffle is 15 years older than Elba.]

Dr. and Mrs. Bertram Riffle of
Indianapolis visited here Sunday
in the home of the former's par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs, Wlliiam Riffle,
Dr. Riffle is improving from sev-
eral weoku Hllness ro’llowing a lisht

Pulaskl County (IN) Democrat 23 Jun 1932 1 Mlcrofllm

Elba's brother visits
[Ortho Riffle is 9 years older than Elba.]

Mr. and Mrs. Otho Riffle and
twin children Billy and Mary of
Indianapolis are spending the W eek [
in the home of the former's par-!
ents, Mr. and Mrs. William Rll‘rle.z

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 11 Aug 1932: 5. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Elba will exhibit at India!ng State Fair

LOGAL EXHIBITORS 10
~ BEATTHE STATE FAIR

————

Several entries are being made in |
the Indiana State Fair from Pulaski|
county. Lowell Podell, of Denham, !
{has entered his 4-H beef calf in the
{ Shorthorn senior calf claxs which will
Ishow Saturday, September 3. Betty
Hvll Kessler, of Star City, who was
‘\\mnvr in the 3rd vear work at the
C ounty Club day, entered clothing in .
[the 4-H exhibit.  Others making en- |
ltrivs in the art classes are: Wilma
Ale, puinting; Russell Rearick, sculp-|
(taring, and Alba Riffle Penwell
| painting.

[ Merchants tickets will not be avail-
{able through the county agent’s office

| this year, as the State Fair Board has
[discontinued this practice.
[ Farm people who attend the fair
[will be particularly interested in ex-
hibits at the Purdue building on the
jeorn borer, forestry, weed control.

thow to cut corn growing cost and an:
rexhibit on how to control inseets

'\I.un other interesting educational
(”(hlhll'-i will be shown in the new In-’
||luum University building. !

Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Sep 1932: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba wins at State Fair!

OIL PAINTING -
BY WINAMAC LADY
WINS STATE PRIZE

' Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell of Win-
‘amac was awarded first place on
'her landscape entry in the oil
painting class at the state fair this |
(week., The picture is a study of’
Itwo houses in the north part of
'Winamac, painted on a dreary, wet |
morning, and is such a faithfu! pie-
'turization of the subject that resi-
“lems of Winamac can readily
recognize the scene. '
The out-of-state judge, Raymond '
S. Stites, director of the depart-
ment of art and esthetics in An-
tioch college at Yellow Springs,
Ohio, said in regard to the award- .
ing of prizes: “I tried to pick the
pictures, not only for their tech-
"nical skill, but also for their sin-
cerity of interpretation of life right
 here.  An example of this is the
winner of the first prize in land-
scape by Elba Riffle. It is my be-
lief that with the proper encourage- |
ment and educational oppormni-‘
j ties, Miss Riffle might rise to great
rhefglits in the art world., 1 am
glad that the state has backed
such artists as these.”
' Others from Winamae who had
rentries in the art department at
‘the fair were Miss Wilma Ale,
Russell Rearick and Miss Janet
Keller. :

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 8 Aug 1932: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14
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Elba exhibits at Winamac Public Library

Artists of County to
Hold Annual Exhibit

The second annual exhibit by
artists of Pulaski county will open
Friday of next week at the Wina-
mac public library. The main ex-
hibit will be held in the basement
auditorium and will consist of
crafts combined with other art
work.

Most of the artists who exhibit-
ed last year plan to show their
work again this year, in addition
to a number of others, according
to the committee in charge, Rus-
sell Rearick, Miss Wilma Ale and
Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell,

The exhibit will continue until
October 16, and will be open from
2:00 until 5:00 and from 7:00 until
9:00 each week day and on Sun-
day afternoon. There is to be no
charge.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 6 Oct 1932: 5. Microfilm.
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Elba and her winning oil painting

|
|

Winamac Painter Wins at Fair |

Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell of Winamac is shewn above with her
painting, “Across The Street,” which won flrst place in the oil laml-
seape entries in the art exhibition this year at the State Fair at In-
dianapolis. The prize winning picture was painted last winter by
Mrs. Penwell from a front window at her home on North Monticello
street, It has received much praise for its interpretation of a bleak
subject. The photograph was taken by R. J. Gifford of W in.am e, and
used through courtesy of the South Bend News-Times,

Elba elected Arts&Crafts Guild prez!
[Probably wining first place at the Indiana State
Fair didn’t hurt.]

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Oct 1932: 8. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

Artists’ Club
Opens Annual

Exhibit Friday

The second annual exhibit by
the Pulaskl County Arts and Crafts
Guild is to be held “in the audi-
torium of the Winamac library the
latter part of this week. The open
hours are 2:00 to 5:00 on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday afternoons,
and 7:00 tb 9:00 Friday and Sat-
urday evenings.

The county organization was el-
fected following the successful ex-
hibit held a year ago, and Mrs.
Elba Riffle Penwell elected presi-
dent. She and a number ‘of as-
sociates have been active for sev-
eral weeks In arranging for this
year's display, which is to be open
to the public, without charge.

Artiecles to be on exhibition are.
being put in place today, ready for
the opening tomorrow afternoon.
Contributors so far are as follows:

0ils — Herbert Hoch, Katherine
Philipson, George Scheuer, Mrs,
Penwell, Mrs. Stella Morehart, Mrs,
C. H. Leeson,

Water Colors — Mrs. Roy Hoch,
Wilma Ale, Mrs. Penwell, George
Ott, Mrs. Ralph Curtis, Janet
Gorrell, Hazel Agnew.

Crayons and Charcoal—MisE Ale,
Mrs. Morehart, Miss Philipson,
Dick Joyce.

Sculpture—Rlssell Rearlck, Gene
Huddleston.

China Painting—Mrs, Charles By-
field, Mrs. Margaret Shine, Mrs.
Morehart, Mrs. L. A. Smith (pieces
by Mrs. E. G. Smith).

Wall Hanglngs — Mrs. Florence
Leeson Dunk, Velma Long, Miss
Ale,

Photography—R. J. Gifford.

Craft Work — Owen Wacknitz,
linoleum engraving; Mrs. Bessle
Datis, wall plaques; W. E. Huddle-
ston, wood carving by his father;
Mrs, Willlam Crim, sampler by
her grandmother.

A meeting of members of the as-
soclation and other' interested per-
sons Is to be held in the library
at the close of the exhibit Sunday
afternoon.

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 13 Oct 1932: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits at Winamac Public Library

ART EXHIBIT T0 OPEN
TOMORROW AT LIBRARY

The second annual,. oxh:blt of Pu-
laski county artists will open in the
basement of the Winamace llbmr} Fri-
day afternoon and. will ¢ontinue Sat-
jurday aend Sunday. Hours will be
‘from 2 until 5 and fronf 7 until 8:30.

Among those who will exhibit are:

Oil Plaintings—Katherine Philip-
son, George Scheuer, Herbert Hoch,
Eiba Penwell, Mrs. C. H. Leeson.

, Black and White—Jack Barnett,
Elmer Howard and Owen Wacknitz.

Witer Colors——Bessie Baugh Da-
‘vis, Wilma Ale, Pha Curtis, George
Ott, Dick Joyee, Elba Penwell, Kath-
crine Philipson and Janet. Gorrell,

Pastel and Charcoal-—Mrs., More-
hart, Francis Murray, Katherine
Philipson and Wilmn Ale,

Sculpture—-Russell  Rearick and
Imogene Huddleston, :

Wood Carving—William E, Hud-
dléston’s father,

Needlecraft—Mrs. Wllllum Crim'’s
grandmother.

China Painting —- Mrn. Morehart,
Mrs. J. Frank Shine, Lin Smith's
mother.

Wall Hangings—Nelwn Long, Wil-
ma Ale and Florence Leeson Dunk.

Wall Plaques—Bessie Baugh Davis.

Winamac (IN) Republican 13 Oct 1932: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

Elba demonstrates

The Arts and Crafts Guild will
hold an cpen meeting Wednesday
evening, October 26, at the library |
auditorium. Mrs. Elba Penwell will !
give a demonstration of a er t)on
wall hanging.

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Oct 1932: 8. Microfilm.

Elba exhibits at Marshal Field

TWO PAINTINGS BY
WINAMAC ARTIST
IN HOOSIER SALON

Two paintings by a Winamac ar-
|t|3t. Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell, are
among those on exhibition in the |
Ninth Annual Hoosier Salon in the '
Marshall Field galleries in Chica-
go. 'The paintings shown are
,“St!ll Life” and “Last October—-;
. Morning.” The second is an inter-|
resting landscape painted at Pu-|
laskl The exhibition continues to;
February 11. : |
Among those present at thei
opening of the salon were Mlas|
iKathorine Ellen Philipson, daugh-|
tor of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Philip-,
son, who is an artist member of |
‘the salon, and George Scheuer of
{South Bend and Monterey.
| Mrs. O. H. McNary, president of
.tlw Winamac Mother's olub is one
of the patronesses of the salon.

|
|
i
1
i
i
H
!

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat -9 Feb 1933: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits at Indy Art Institute

E Mrs, E Ih.l Riffle Penwel went to

ilmlimmpulis Sunday to be plvhents_
lat the John Herron Art ln:-_'.tilute;
|during the showing of her one-man '
|exhibit of pletures. She is showing
{twenty-five pictures in the exhibit, | :
| which cpencd on Thursday Of labt

fmmk to. last two weeks,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Feb 1933: 5. Microfilm.

2019-07-14
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Elba exhibits at Marshall Field

MOTHER'S CLUBHAS
RARE ART EXHBIT

- ——

The Mother’s Club has secured
from the Hoosier Art Salon. a
large oil landscape which is now
on exhibit at the library. The pic-
ture is a Brown county scene—
“Afternoon in Autumn,” by
Adolph Robert Shulz, of Nashville,
and is pnced at $250.

The Hoosier Art Salon Associa-
tion is an organization which spon-
sors the work of Indiana artists by
the gxhibit and sale of their pie-
tures, The Mother's Club this
“ear voted a $10 membership in
the association and are hereby
entitled to the loan of pictures,

The picture may be kept for one
~month and it is hoped that many
will call at the library and en-

joy it |
~ In this connection it is mter-
‘esting to note that Mrs. Elba Rif-
fle Penwell is exhibiting two paint-
ings at the Ninth Annual Hoosier

_Salon in the Marshall Field: gal..
leries at Chicago. |

Wmamac (IN) Republican 23 Feb 1933 1. Mlcrofllm
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Display of Paintings by Winamac
Artist Receives Critical Praise

A description of -an  exhibit
" ings by A Rifrle
aw  on

idatory 4

s
Penwell's work, as follows:

“Across the Streot,” a picture of
drab houses that maintain a sem-
blance of dignity, is the small oil
painting that brought Elba Riffle
the outstanding prize at the Indi-
ana state fair last fall, and that
may now be seen in a varied selec-
tion of olls and water colors that
represent Miss Riffle in the series
of cne-man shows at the Herron
art institute.”

Those who were in class with
Elba Riffle at the Herron art
school a few years ago will recall
that she was regarded as one of
the most “talented of the pupils,
The present exhibit may give evi-
[dence that her talent is slowly un-
| folding but is nowise in full flower.

About every subject that is paint-
able has been included in the twen-
ty-three pictures, and Miss Riffle
is not only trying her hand at land-
seape, flower and still life paint-
ing, portraiture, figuré composi-
| tions, interiors and city scenes, but
|she is experimenting with methods
and media., She bas imagination —
that most precious of gifts for the
artist — and a sensitiveness to
mood.- Likewise hers iz a fine
feeling for color arrangement as
well as for line and mass arrange-
ment in composition.

Something in Evary Picture.

Elba Riffle has something to say
iﬂ;, every picture she paints. But
this is not to say that the manner
Ial her saying might not be im-

;.-ro'\rcd. occasionally. Now and then
a carclessness creeps inlo her

| work—perhaps it is an experiment

that was not so successful as oth-
ers. In her child porirait she gets
the subtle essence that means

|childhood. In her flower paintings,

many of them exquisitely fashion-
ed and tinted, she captures the
soul of the flowers—their personal-
ity; if flowers can be said to have
soul and personality.

Oceagionally she paints-brilliant-
ly—her view of village houses,
many of them nestled in trees, en-
titled “Back Streets,” is brilllantly
executed. Her selection of titles is
fresh and ,unhackneyed—an oh, so
desirable a thing in long catalogue
lists—and she does not hesitate to
omit that useless article “the”
which weakens so -many titles,

Her sense of humor is delicious
in her play upon the meaning of
words in the water color, “Harle-
quin and Columbine,” in which the
useful feminine figure appears as
a: bouguet of rose-colored colum-
bines. ¢

“Rhyming Willows” is her one
pastel, a creek scene, charmingly
painted. Would there were space
to tell of many of the oil and wa-
ter colors. Titles must suffice.
You must go to see the pietures.
They come down on Thursday. A
reception is to be held for the pub-
lic: this afternoon from 3 to 6
Among the titles are “Apple Butter
Kettle,” “Going After the Cows,”
“Back Streets,” “Forsythia.,” “Still
Life, Blue and Ivory,” “Creek
Mouth,” “The Potted Cyclamen,™
“Outdoor Still Life,” “Gladflowers,”
“Peonles,” “Old Barnyewd,' “Tu-

lips,” “Spring Morning,” “Sunrise” |

and “One Summer Day.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Mar 1933: 5. Microfilm.
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Elba ‘contributed to the enjoyment’

CLUB WOMEN ENJOY
ANNUAL GATHERING

A very successful annual meet- |
ing of the Pulaski County Feder-!
ated Clubs was held Wednesday
in the Methodist church in Wina-
amac, with 75 members in attend- |
ance. The meeting” was called to
order at 10 o'clock by Mrs. E. C.|
Gorrell; county president. Reports |
jof club activities for the past two
vears were given by the Woman's |
Club, Mother's Club, Beta Beta
Latreian and the three afiiliated
economic clubs,

The following officers were
elected for the coming year: Pres-
ident, Mrs. Herschel Henry; vice
president, Mrs. Herman Stalker;
secretary - treasurer, Miss Alma
Doyle, all of Winamac. The re-
tiring president, Mrs. E. C. Gor-
rell, was presented with a beauti-
ful corsage by the presidents of
Ithe clubs in appreciation of her|
|eflicient service for the past four
| years.

Reports were given by the fol-|
lowing departmental chairmen:

American  Home—DMys.  Harry!
Smith,

Conservation—Mrs, Elmer Gal-
breath. ¢

. Co-operation with the Blind—
{Mrs. Allen Kemp.

| BEducation — Muvrs.
| Stalker. |
| Junior Membership—Mrs,” V. D. |
| Templeton.

Herman |

Mental
Snyder. {

Music—DMrs. Luther Thompson. |

Rural Co-operation—Mrs, 0. H.!
McNary.

Art—Mrs, 0. C, Small.

Literature—Miss Alma Doyle.

Press and Publicity—DMrs. Ther-

on L. Warrick. :
The district president, Mrs, Har-
ry Lee Beshore, of Marion, gave
a splendid talk, outlining the aims
of club federation and the bene-
fits derived therefrom.

At noon a~delightful luncheon
was served fn the basement of the
church to ladies by the Ladies
Aid of the Methodist church. The
decorations -were baskets of cut
flowers with a color scheme of
yellow and white. ;
Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell, Wina-
mac artist, contributed much to
the enjoyment of the occasion by
having on exhibition a number of
her paintings.

At 2 o'clock the meeting was
again called to order, with two
organ numbers by Mrs. R. M.
Carothers. Mrs. John Downing
Johnston, of Indianapolis, gave a
very instructive address on the
Century of Progress Exposition,
her talk being well illustrated with
mounted pictures of the buildings.
Miss Mary Co Pattison gave two
beautiful numbers on the cello, ac-
companied at the pinlm by her
mother, Mrs. W. D. Paftison,

An invitation will be extended
to the District Federation of Clubs
to held their meeting next year in

Hygiene—Mrs. Harry!

Winamuae.

Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Apr 1933: 1. Microfilm.

Elba hosts WHS art class

STUDENTS VISIT S§TUDIO. .

ciass, under
Reutebuch,

street  'T'uesday.

Members of the high school art
direction of
instructor,
studio of Mra. Elba Riffle Penwell
cat her home on North Monticello

Edward
visited the

Mrs. Penwell

shewed the students many of her

drawings and paintings, gave a |
talk on art work, and presented !
reach with a souvenir. !

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 May 1933: 8. Microfilm.
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Elba inspires WHS art class (from Student
section)

- ART CLASS AT PENWELL'S

Mr. Routchuch and his art class
made an interesting visit to Mrs.
Elba Penwell’s Tuesday morning
during their regular: class period.
They greatly enjoyed Mrs. Pen-
well’s exhibit of her wonderful
‘work, and each was the recipient
of a gift made by Mrs. Penwell.

Those who enjoyed Mrs. Pen-
‘well’s hospitality were: Hazel Ag-'
new, Anasue Shill, Janetta Shank,
‘Elaine Smith, Virginia Zellers and
Janet Gorre]l |

S—

—

—

Wlnamac (IN) Republlcan 18 May 1933: 6. Microfilm.
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Elba in class of '23 (from

EXTRA EDITION

- You are probah]v f\ondering
why the “Students e’ makes
its appeumnw this wetk since you
who Tead it observed that our in-
tentions were to make last week’s
the. final copy. The explanation
is in the fact that there were so
many activities at the school this-
week that we felt it necessary to
acquaint the public with them.

* OLD GRADS

We discovered these things con-
aprning the graduates of the past
Avelve years:

1921

Ruth Benbow married Charles
iJackson, Jr., and is living in the
'Eaﬂt |

1922

Viola Mitchell is an instructor at|
Hanover College. Herbert Hoch is |
married and is in business with his
father. Eunice Emmett is em-|
ployed as a stenographer in the
Reidelbach law office. Louis Hnul-i
ton is married to Geneva Fites.
Miriam Keller is married and lnem
in Vincennes,

1923 i

Kermit Shank i= married and is|

in partnership with his father infi

Shank’s dry goodc store. ‘Kathryn|
Overholser is employed as night,
operator in the telephone office. |
Eunice Connor is married to Ra\-]
mond Smeltzer and has a qr-n‘
Kathryn Huddleston is reporter
for the Pulaski County Demncrnt.‘
Elba Riffle has painted several ex-
.cellent pictures for which she 'h:\.e‘
received pri Helen Kellér is|
now Mrs. Wes Hickman of Lafay-|
Atte. 3

|
|
1924 }
Willard Baker is manager of the|
Schultz Bros. store. He iz mar-|
ried and has a son. Dorothy Haas
is Mrs. Dave Seigel, of Chicag
She has a son. Newton Qh'mi\
working in his father's \.mmmr‘
store. - Louise Smith is the 3rd ||
grade teacher in the Winamag ]mh-‘
lic Edmoh

1925
Charles Dovle i is
T‘mmanr\

ried to Mae
in Chi-
teach-

,_,,11 is mm!'n! nnd living in South
Ben
1926
]’l:mh- Bachtenkircher is com-
teac her ]V\ lh‘ \'\ 1 ‘)‘I"\f‘
Ralpha \3:11' Curtis

mae. ré-
prr ur for ‘inamae l:w;nu.x,.
can. —Harr i

sthe Whe
Winamac.

mal

| Cincinng

| “Ash is opening his owh proe

*|lare attending Indiana University.
/lJohn Kruger is clerk in Carper's

d ‘by_ The Winamac Republican. Har-

Beverage Co. of |

Student section)

the
va‘.l.)\ reg
of
Hoesel Joved by the ;\n-hm
Life. Insurance Co. s Holmes !
is mar ancis Weldy

ag n \\l'nl

is teaching at
is now Mrs.*
has a dau 3
Morris Nothei in Cincinn m
2 1928

.T(}m Bob Keller is rnmplrlhn\:
fours v at Indiana Uni
thig ¥ Stuart’ Dornberg !
Jennings Stipp is em- |
ploved in a Fort Wayne bakery.
Woodrow Breitweiser is a partner
in the Winamae Transit Co. ArJ:\"

.store in Winamac. William Kmhu
is an employe of the First Union
Bank & Trust Co, John Selle is in

| Chicagoa.

1929

Lermond Stout is at home. Al-
berta Wilson is married and has a
daughter. Claude Weeks iz at-
tending Ball State Collége. Esther
Thomas iz office girl at W. H. S.
Dordthy Obright works in Kelly's
hardware, i

: 1930 |

Lowry Ashley is attending Indi-
ana University, Bob Thonipson is:
attending Purdué. Bob Dornberg
is in' Cincinnati. Joe Huddleston
and Bus Henry are attending Ken-
tucky University. . Virginia John-
son is at home. Lorene Long is
employed in  Chicago. Viola
Haschel ‘graduated this year from
the Epworth hospital in South
Bend. |
1931 |
* Albert Ginther is in Chicago.|
Bess Gorrell and Dorothy Hoesel

|drug store. Wilbur Yocom is a
(partner in the Winamae Transit
| Company. Jane Munson is at home.
Evelyn Phillips is with her grand-
{mother in Syracuse, N. Y.  Mary
Reynolds is stenographer for the
Aetna Life Insurance Co. Agnes
Shank is a clerk in Shank's dry
goods store. Della Wagerman and
Lillian Knarr are at home.

| 1932

| Imogene Huddletson is complet-
lling her course this year although
ishe was honorary graduate last
\vear. Marshanna Clester .is at
'home. Marshall Long is employed

\ry Pearson is working in his fa-|
ther’s grocery. Lester Stout is|
‘mtendmz Indiana University.

Winamac (IN) Republican 25 May 1933: 6. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits at Logansport PUb|IC Library
LOCAL ARTIST EXHIBITS

| An art exhibition of the work
of Mrs, Elba Penwell will ha held

at the Logansnori publie library .
ibeginning Friday, December 15,

jand continuing for two weeks,
The rcollection consists of a
!number of loecal sketches and wat- |

ter colors, flowers and Logansport |
‘*ﬂtetches Mrs. Penwell has f.:t:mei
‘to much work to frame and pre- |

pare these subjects and the public |
is invited to go see them.

T

Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Dec 1933: 8. Mlcrofllm

2019-07-14
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Elba paints for library for a “New Deal” agency
[During The Depression, the federal
government sponsored employment program,
including for artists.]

Comm1utoned to Paint ;
Picture for Library

Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell has re-
‘celved a commission from the.In-
‘diana Division of the Public Works
of Art Projects, through the John'
'Hermn Art Institute, to paint a
plcturo to be hung in the \\Inai
'mac publie library. The picture is
'to have a historical setting, and|
'Mrs. Penwell has chosen a Tippe-
‘eanoe river scene with an old mill|
‘on the river bank. The painting!
‘{8 to be completed by February lﬁ.}
| A painting entitled “Play,” en-|
'tered by Mrs. Penwell at the Hoo-!
gler Art Salon in Chicago, was:
awarded Saturday a $50.00 pur-
chase prize offered by the State|
Federation of Women's clubs. The |
prize winning painting depicts a
group of children at play. ]

i = ===
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Feb 1934: 1. Microfilm.

Elba wins 50 bucks

’ WINS 3§50 ART PRIZE

| P——

' Elba Riffle Penwell, Winamac
‘artist, won the Indiana Federation
of Clubs purchase prize of $50 on
a water color, “'lay,” at the tenth
Hoosier salon, which « nened to the
'public at the Marshall Field gal-
leries in Chicage Monday.,

Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Feb 1934: 8. Microfilm.
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Elba is critiqued in student assembly (from Elba exhibits commissioned painting for local
Student Section) public library

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Miss Long gave a very interest.
ing talk about a picture painted

I —
‘ New Painting Delves Into
| Town’s Early History

i : At a meeting of the library board
by: Elbe Rifle: Peowell. |The ple- list" woelk, the. paImting for Wina-
RUEEavEaPRTRLGE Alous the fourth| mac by Mrs. Elba Penwell, made
bok of Aenid and was painted for possible through CWA funds, was
Miss Long. The picture shows! officially accepted. The painting
great skill and “0!’1(!1’18]"\‘%]’\]]) ! has been framed and is now hang-

ing in the library.

Entitled “Early Pioneer Indus-
try,” the plcture authentically de-
picts a Tippecanoe river scene at
the north edge of Winamac and the
old Bruce mill. Persons familiar
with early history of the town re-
call that water furnished the mo-
tor power for Winamac's most im-
portant manufacturing industry of
those days, the grist mill, the saw
mill and the cider mill, all of which
were operated together.

The river itself did not furnish
the power. Instead, the water that !
turned the wheel was diverted
from the Quigley (Terry) ditch by
a dam. just west of the Terry
bridge at the north edge of Wina-
mac, to the mill race that entered
the river near the location of the
.present power house. The Bruce
mill was located at this point, and
was among the flrst to be built in
the community. Jt was built by
Stephen Bruce, probably in the
‘imiddle fifties. The mill burned
{down about 1889 but was fast be-
ing replaced by the Barnett stoam
power mill,

" Mrs. Penwell has been eommls
' lioned to paint two additional pic-
|tures by the CWA committiee of
‘{erities at the John Herron Art In-
: ltltute of Indianapolis, These are

to be exhibited in the schools of
the state as paintings of an Indi-
|ana artiat.

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Feb 1934: 6. Microfilm.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 12 Apr 1934: 3. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits in South Bend
[South Bend is a very large city about 60 miles
north of Winamac.]

Winamac Sculptor Wins
Prize in Art Exhibit

A piece of sculpture by Russell
Rearick of Winamae, entitled “Pub-
lic Opinion,” was awarded first
prize at the spring exhibition by
the Midland Academy of Arts, be-
ing held at South Bend this week.
Twenty-seven Northern Indiana ar-
tisty have contributed’ to the dis-
play, which includes ofl paintings,
water colors, pastels, etchings and
seulpture,

Other Pulaski county exhibitors
are K. Ellen Philipson, in oils, and
Ilba Riffle Penwell, in water
colors.

In commenting on the sculpture
prize winner, the South Bend
News-Times says of "Public Opin-
ion”: “Mr. Rearick has attempted
to give the idea of the ‘highbrow’
attitude toward life. The line of

the elongated neck and face sweep
upward to the eyes where one no-|
tices that the right is closed to all|
things while the left peeks out to'
catch what it ean unobserved. The
hard halr curls back in a horn-like
form to show the force back of]
public opinion. ‘The Shower,” an-
other stone carving by Rearick
gives the impression of a cloud,
'skitting over a partly plowed field.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 May 1934: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba even got a commission from my
grandfather!

KRUZICK WILL OPEN
TAVERN NEXT WEEK

Under the ownership of John
| Kruzick and managed by James
fAtwood, of Logansport, the Indian
iHead Tavern will open next week
(at the north edge of Winamac,
inear the Johnson service station.
! The exact day of opening has not
been named as the decorating is
not yet completed.

The building, which was begun
iseveral months ago, will be one
‘of the most attractive in Winamae.
i The entire outside will be painted !
{white, with an attractive rock work
entrance. The first floor is com-
iprised of a large dance floor, with
‘attractive booths along the east
and west sides and orchestra pit
at the north end. The room is
featured by an unusuval bar, the
outside of which resembles a num-
ber of beer kegs placed side by
side. Beautiful lighting effects
complete the room. A private din-
Ing room with murals depicting the
political history of the country,
painted by Elba Riffil Penwell, is
located at the far south end of
the first floor.

The spacious basement contains
private dining rooms, a smaller
bar and a larger room for private
parties and club meetings.

. Mr. Atwood plans to have dane-
acdie for 213 Biliers o it

e for o _ and square
dancing

Winamac (IN) Republican 16 Aug 1934: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba even got a commission from my

grandfather!

New Tavern’s
Beauty Brings
High Praise

| What has been declared by
numerous visitors to be the most
|beautiful building in this part of
ithe state was thrown open to the
,public last evening, when guests
were formally received at the new |
Indian Head Tavern at the north
edge of Winamac.

On a knoll overlooking the little'

creek whose waters turned mill

|wheels in the Winamac of early |,

|days, close by the bridge over |
!which state road No. 29 crosses|
the stream, the ornamental duorﬁi
in the white, stone-trimmed struc-
ture seem to beckon a welcome to |
|every passing motorist. |

Once inside the caller finds deli- |
|cately tinted walls and soft erystal
lights, comfortable refreshment
1booths surrounding n shiny daru:e!
floor, musical instruments, appro-
;printe pletures. On the walls of a
small dining room at one end is a
|series. of historical murals painted

| John Kruzick, owner of the!
|bullding, has put much of his own |
|elever handiwork into the strue-
|ure, particularly where cement |
1\’-':13 to be handled. The plans,'
'prepared by Architect Carl Horn|
lof Logunspurg, followed suggestions :
{by Mr. Kruzick based on an ex-|

i tended investigation of refresh-|

ment and amusement establish-
[ ments. il

In the basement, where concrete |
{walls glisten under an lllumi:aumj
finish, are dining rooms to accom: |
modate parties of any size, inelud- '
{ing groups up to forty in number.
There also are the refrigerating
room, lavatories and hot water
heating plant. The basement rooms
may be reached from side en-

(Continued on page Six.)
———

New Tavern’s Beauty
Brings High Praise|
(Continued from page One.)
trances separate, from the main
floor.

Jim Atwood, for several years
connected with Jfood establish-
ments at Logansport, is here as
manager of the new tavern. Mrs,
Atwood is at Delphi convalescing |
from a hospital illness, but they |

iby Elba Ritfle Penwell of this city | [@XPect to move here shortly.

that are indeed Intriguing. ‘ From the crowd that assembled |
for the opening last night came
many compliments for the new ven-
ture, and many expressions of ap-
proval over the management's pub-

lished assurance of genteel con-
duct.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 23 Aug 1934: 1&6. Microfilm.

Elba to exhibit in local public library

-

MRS. PENWELL TO EXHIBIT

Elba Riffle Penwell, local artist,
will open an art exhibition at the
Winamac library Monday after-
noon, The exhibit will consist
mostly of water colors and oils, It
will be open daily from 1 to 5 and
7 to 8:30 p. m. and Sunday after-
noon, March 3, from 2 to b o’clock.

Mrs. Penwell has won acclaim
as an artist in the state and has
exhibited at the Marshall Fields
salon in Chicago.

Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Feb 1935: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits at Winamac Library

A —————

_ Elba Riffle Penwell, }ioca! artist
wil open an art exmmwitiop at the
Winamae Library Monday  &lter-
noon. The exhibit will consist
mostly of water colors and oils.
T¢ will be open daily irém 1 %o b
and 8 to §:30.p. m. and Sunday
afternoons Marc: 3, from 2 t0 5.
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 22 Feb 1935: 3. Website
(newspapers.com)

Elba exhibits in local public library

LOCAL ARTIST EXHIBITING

Paintings by Elba Riffle Pen-
well are on exhibit this week at
the Winamac library. The display
includes local scenes in oil and:
water-color. .IJt may be seen dur-
ing the regular library hours, 1 to
6 p. m. and 7 to 8:30 p. m,, daily
and also will be open from 2 to 5
p. m. Sunday.

The local artist's work has been
shown in numerous exhibitions in-
cluding the Hoosier Salon in Chi-
cago, the Midland Academy of
in South Bend and the John ‘Her-
ron Art Institute in Indianapolis.

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 Feb 1935: 8. Microfilm.
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Elba speaks (from Student section) Elba exhibits in South Bend again

| T ART _ Portrait Wins Art Academy Prize

Mr. Reutebuch wishes that who s
jever borrowed an old cigar box 3

|f'ull of large wax crayons would

please return them to him imme-
diately.

| The grade classes are still work-
|ing on Holland posters.

Elba Riffle Penwell, local artist,
gave a talk to both the high school |
,art classes last week and is offer- |
|ing a prize to the pupil who writes'
{the best theme on any one or more |
of her pictures.

e = e ——e

Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Mar 1934: 3. Microfilm.

— e —

This costume study and
portrait of Miss K. Ellen
Philipson, Winamac girl now
studying art in South Bend,
won for Verngn R. Scott the
first prize in oll at the see
oml  annual spring  exhibi-
tion of the Midland Academy
of Art, held at South Hend

Other exhiblig in the Mid
land show of interest in Pu-
laskl eounty are a portralt
painted by Miss Philipson. a
water color by Elba RIT«-

Penwell of Winamare: nin
pieces of seulpture by Hus
sell Iearick of Detroit, now
viaiting his mother in Wing
mie, and a lnoleam  print
by George Schener of South
Bendd, formerly of Mon .
"

thre wourtesy of the South
Hend NewsTimes

piecture jg hers shown

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Apr 1935: 6. Microfilm.
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Elba gets a new do!

Bt dhihdededeedededatdadh Bl b a b 8 2
LR T

.. The Office Window

Bl o T e e e e i e v e 2 G .

Friday—Some poor cuss with
sore throat. Clay Zellers  all
dressed up and everyone wonders
why. Margaret Hunneshagen from
the lake—wonder where the boy
friend—not Bill, the tiny one.
Mrs. Elba Penwell with a brand
new haircut. Paul Davis youngs-
ter with two sleds!!! Mrs, Ida
Rowles with her daughter and tiny
granddaughter. The usual Friday
work of cleaning the coils across
the street attracts the curious,
There goes Willy Werner, but
Margaret’s nowhere around now.
Lowell Wilson in golf pants, Mrs.
Ida Marvin from Harrison town-
ship.

Saturday—Pearson’s big truck
making a lot of noise. A lady
wearing a pink dress, green coat,
orange tam, brown hose, black
shoes and carrying a blue purse—
wonder if she has a white hanky.
Jim Wilson getting a nice ride on
the side of a car. Robert Johnson
doing a nice job of painting on
the street. Link Williams of Star
City wearing a poppy and we hope
everyone helped the disabled vet-
erans with their dime. George
Selle, pushing a lawnmower down
the street—well, you remember
Ex-president Hoover's remark
about grass growing in the street.

Monday—Clint Haisley, from
way out west, drives by in his car.
Mrs. Albert Bulander from the
same neighborhood walks by. Pat
Boyles was fortunate enough to
have a rain coat at the shop to
wear home at noon, when it began
to rain at just noon. Joe Grant
jay-walks across the street with
another gentleman, and both wear-
ing grey suits. A. J. Vanscoyk—
who was it was telling of seeing
him with three $100 bills Sunday
afternoon. Bill Hudd—wears a
perfectly beautiful knitted shirt.

Tuesday—Forest  James with
his small brown-eyed son. Frank
Spicer, puffing on a cigarette,
Mrs. Herb Weltzin, nee Vera Fel-
ton, rides in with Helen Low to
attend the H. E. meet. Mr. and
Mrs. Herman Lichtwark, near
Monterey — wonder where the
family is. A truck and trailer!
park parallel to the curb in front|
of a no truck parking sign and|
take up four parking spaces. A
dog sleeps all day along the curb
until it starts to rain, then scur-
ries for cover. “Dyke” Galbreath
from Aldine, drifts by.

2. oste sk
R
e

Winamac (IN) Republican 30 May 1935: 8. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits at Indy studio

qu‘B. ‘Elba Penwell, a member or:
the recently organized club "‘I'ho:
Twenty-Five Gallery,” whose mem-

bership is made up of Indiana ar

tists, has hung five pictures in the

Miss Ruth Kealing studio at Indi-
anapolis, where club members ex-
hibit their work, Three of the

pictures were puiflted this fall and
are autumn scenes along the Tip-

‘pecanoe river.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Nov 1935: 1. Microfilm.

Is Elba 'showing' yet?
| Thanksgiving day guests of Mr.

|and Mrs. William Riffle and fam-|

-

ily were Mr. and Mrs. Otho Riffle!

and children and Mr. and Mrs.

| Harold Atwood, of Indianapolis.

Winamac (IN) Republican 5 Dec 1935: 5. Microfilm.

Wait'll he reads the May 28 issue!

Dr. Bertram Riffle, of Indian-
apolis, a former Winamac boy, is
among the new subscribers to The
Republican.

Winamac (IN) Republican 2 Apr 1936: 7. Microfilm.
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Isn’t Elba puttin' on some weight?

CLUB WOMEN

Gothic Architecture in ancpl
wias discussed by Mrs. J. B, Shidl |
at-a meeting of the Woman's club/
Monday afternoon at the home of
Mrs. Herman Stalker. In a detail-
ed account of the Gothic inrlummo‘i
on early eathedrals and other pub-|
Yic buildings of Iasting beauty, il-
lustruiions that had been made by
Mrs, ‘Elba Penwell were «hmsn’
{heqo drawings are now on file nt
the library. During the busnmsg
session “Mra. Theron Walrick was|
named delegate to the state, Fed-|
erated club convention to be held
in Indimnapolis in May, and Mrs. C.|
C. Jordan was admitted mmwmhc-r-E
ship. Mrs. R, f.oT hompson, “”.
Gill Gordon and Mrs, G, I Me-
Cagkey were named to the pro-
gram committee, *

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Apr 1936: 3. Microfilm.
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Hide Bod
of Infant

i Inside Car

Badly Decompo ud Form of Chlld
Discovered ll Rear Compart.
ment of Colpo

WINAMAC lll.. Ma ﬂ—-‘l‘he
death of the new born found
In the rear of an ntomob le here
early today was a plain case of
murder, H Bhﬂ Wachnits, sheriff.
nunnd Saturday aftermoon. A
woman's sllk gtocking of small
T e ek 1%

fants n wa Y an
the officer declared.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 23 1936:

2019-07-14

WINAMAC, Ind., May 23—Mys Dr. C. E. Linton, coroner, and
tery surrounds the presence of tht¢ Hilbert Wachnitz, sheriff, were
badly decomposed body of a mnew notifled and opened an investiga-
born baby found Saturday morning tion.
in the rear compartment of a 198{ The physiclan stated that the
model coupe at the Charles Duggle: body was that of a possible still
by garage. born baby or one that had perished

The machine recently came into soon after birth,
possession of the local garage Nelther the machine door or the
owner, who also handles used cars rear compartment of the car had
and for several days had been been locked during the perlod |t
parked on & lot at the rear of the had remained parked outside the
bullding. However, last night |L garage.
was driven Inside.

When employees arrived for
work this morning they were at-
tracted by the odor that came trom
the auto. An Investigation revealed
that In the rear compartment werse
l;clidl and rags and the body of the
child,

1. Microfilm.
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Report Noted Winamac Artist Has Confessed Slaying Baby

REPORT N

Bodiy‘Of Infant Hidden
I_n‘ Coal Pile And Rear

Elln Rifﬂl Ponvrell Tearf

Ily Admits Child Was Born to Her on May 1 and
That She Tightened §

tocking About Its Neck to Make Sure It Was

2019-07-14

Dead; Young Woman Will Be Charged with Murder in the First Degr «,

Amnling to Proucutot James Nye Who Obtained Confession in

WINAMAC, Ind., May , May 25.—Eiba Rifle Pen-
well, 32-y§ar-o|d sculptor and artist estranged |
from her husband, was reported by authorities to- |
'doy to have confessed to the murder of the infant |

| whose decomposed body was found stuffed into the |

‘ mr c rtment of an automobile here Saturday. |
i enwell, in c% lote Saturday |
qftcmgou lmld uLin Rochester, was uldj
ifo have' b €0 mo

ing to Pmectnor Jumu Nn who.intends' mou!i,lsi
the text-of the pu: ‘confession at the coro- | i
ner's inquest which will open Tuesday afternoon at
the court house with Dr. Charles Linton of Medary-
ville in charge.

0
Prosecutor Nye, working nl;‘hl o {: :‘:.‘:::,l::.un‘,;:ﬁ:‘
and day on the case since the dis-

covery of the body early Saturday
morning In the automobile repos-
sessed May 19 from Mre. Penwell
and stored in the Charles Duggelby
garage, announced AMonday after-
noon that he was preparing to file|
a first degree murder charge
against Mrs. Penwell who Is the|
mother of a daughter seven years
old. First degree murder is pun-
jshable in Indiana by life imprison-

Naturally Mrs. Penwell came
under the ray of syspicion since
the automobile had only recently
been taken from her possession
and she was taken Into custofy
Saturday aflernoon about 4 o'elock.
/| Officers whisked her awsy fto
Indianapolis for tests by s lie de-

tector and then returned her to the
hﬂ at Rochester ‘o await the cor-
oner's inquest st which she will
be asked to testify. Results of the
He detector tests were mot re-
vealed. The ed confestion
was the last of the startling de-
velopments, officers sald, but the
Incuest will go on as scheduled at
1:15 o'clock.
Wil Plead Insasity
Mrs. Penwell, whoss water col-

ors have been shown in leading
Indiana exhibits, was quizzed by
A. J. Daugherty, Pulaskl county |
deputy sheriff, and Mrs. Daugh-
erty before' the purported co ]
slon was obialned, it waa learn

It was also reported that M
Penwell bas indicated that she
plead insanity as defense for tha
crime which may send her to ths V
electrie chair. 2

Mrs. Penwell returned to Wllﬂ-
mac about six yeara ago after hz
ing away for some !ime. Hi

| | deughter was then mbout & year a

old. 8he and her husband had sep-
arated then. ]
revealed that Mrs,

ment or death.
In discussing the case and MNs

in the
48 hon

ye sald
bl-
| that she thought the
dead when It was borw on the lbi!
of May 1 in her bedroom the
home of her parents, Mr. n‘ Mrs. |

about 7 o'clock by garage
who when
the rancid odor of the decomposed
flesh filled the bullding. Sheriff|
Hilbert Wacknits, Prosecutor Nn
and Coromer Charles Linton were

| notified and the

Penwell had given them the name

| | of the tather of tha death chil

other than saying that the

did not live in this community

they would not discuss thiz angle

in detail or disclose the name. |
The woman was taken to Ini

apolia lllo Saturday and sub ¥

toalied test -ndlph“

William Riffle, but that to make

sure that it was she fastened.a sllk '

I't“el:ih' about Its meck amd dm
tight.

|ewung under way without delay.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 25 1936: 1. Microfilm.

esamination. Lieut,
of state police said “

Don Kooken |
“she did “sst
clear.” ‘ i

© 2019, Jim Phillips
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Jury Will Probe Baby Case

IR 3 S T

ung Winamac
eld In Child’s

ches His: Investigation Into Sensational Elba
gfore Crowd Which Packs Courtroom; :
Confession Signed By Young Woman Who
*To Her and That She Attem,

Linton was ready to open his
quiry - »
Palntings Widely

Bhowa
In many local homes are sketch-
s, water color paintings, produced
by young woman. The public

[tgess caair and next 1o her
" 3. Bpangler. Later
. Willigm Riffle, fo

H]

i

L
i

I

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 26 1936: 1&12. Microfilm.
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Winamac Woman Admits Strangling Infant
® & & % 3 @

~ INQUEST S SET FOR TODAY;
PLEA OF INSANITY EXPECTED

Goroner Linton Hints That Mrs. Elba Penwell _Is Shielding Someone
Else; Arlist In Confession To Authorfities Tells 0f Slaying Ny
And Hiding It In Rear 0f Automobile

emmm———

Winamae, Ind., May :5.—1\
confession, wrung from Mrs. Elb:
Riffle Penwell, 31, today con-
cluded one angle of the strange
murder of a small baby and
started authorities seeking fur-
ther information in the case.

The confession was obtained
by Prosecutor James Nye and
was given In the presence of
Sheriff Hilbert Wacknits, Deputy
Sherift A. J. Daugherty and Cor-
oner Charles E. Linton, of Me-
daryville,

“Mrs, Penwell s apparently
shielding someone,” Coroner Lin-
ton sald after hearing the wom-

an's story. “That doesn't ring
quite true,” he added.
A publie inquest Into the

baby's death will be held at the
Pulaskl county courthouse here
today at 1:15 p. m. Several wit-
nesses have been subpoenaed for
the hearing that s expected to
attract one of the largest crowds
in years.

The murder ease has ereated
the most Interest of any erime
here in years,

Found in Auto

Questioned continually sinece
belng taken Into custody Satur-
day, when the baby's decomposed
body was found stuffed in the
rear.of -an-automobile here, Mrs,
Penwell finally broke down to-
day and gave authorities her ver-
slon of the tragedy.

The baby was born on May 1
at _the home of her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Willlam Rliffle, she said.
The bahy, she belleves, was dead
at birth but to make sure she
fastened a silk stocking about
its neck and drew it tight, Prose-
cutor James Nye said the woman
told him.

“Carefully concealing the
of the baby's birth and death
from her parents, Mrs. Penwell
wrapped the small body in news-
papers and placed it in a wood
shed coal bin. This took place
the day after the baby's reported
birth.

On May 19 at 4 p. m. the
woman took the baby's body,
(Conl.inu .1 on Page 4)

INQUEST IS

(Conunued from Page One)

placed Ilnisslde a cardboard box,

bundled it up In burlap and
placed It in the rear compart-
ment of a small coupe. About

two hours later the car was re-
possessed by Charles Duggleby,
local automobile dealer.

Woman First Suspect

The baby's body was found Sat-
| urday morning at 7 o'clock when
|the stifling odor from the de-
| composed body caused garage em-
ployes to investigate. Authorities
were notiffied Immediately and
the first suspect taken in custody
was Mrs. Penwell since she had
recently possessed the ecar.

She was apprehended late Sat-
nrday for questioning. At first
the woman registered negatively
to questions showered upon her.
She was taken to Indianapolis
and given a \ls detector tesat,
“She did not clear” by the test,
Lieut. Don Kooken of the stats
| police sald although the Winamae
woman repeatedly denied any
| knowledge of the baby's death.

[
fact

. recognition as an artist.

Returned to Winamac the ques-
tloning began again but authorl-
ties eould make no headway with
the suspected woman. She was re-
moved to the jail at Rochester to
await an Inquest in Winamac
courthouse Tuesday at 1:15 p. m.

Obtain Confession

This morning Daugherty, dep-|,
uty sheriff, and his wife stopped
to talk with Mrs. Penwell and it
was then that the woman began
to relate her story. Prosecutor|,
Nye. Coroner Linton and Sheriff
Wacknitz were called In to wit-
ness the story. Mrs. Penwell then
slgned a confesslon.

It was sald that Mrs. Penwell
has Indicated she will plead In-

isanity as a defenss for tne erime.

8he faces the electric chair If
convicted of first degree murder,

i the charge which Is to bha placed

againel her.

Mrs. Penwell in rald to have
become estranged from her hus-
band about slx vears ago. Her

+daughter was a year old at that

time.
Prosecutor Nye said Mrs. Pen-

;well had given him the name of

the dead baby's father hut refus-

red to divulge his identity.

Mrs. Penwell has gmined much
She had
on exhibit at the pogansport
library some of her work a few

,months ago. At that time critics

acclaimed her as one of the hest
water color artists in this part of

. the nation.

Logansport (IN) Press May 26 1936: 1&4. Microfilm.
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Mother Admits Strangling Baby

[A daily Chicago paper can scoop this huge story
from the two local weeklies, but not the Logan
dailies.]

Mother Admits Strangling Baby J

My, Eibg RiMlg Pomvell, artist of Winymae, Ind., who frces mur-
der charge foliewing confession that she strangled haby born to ker on
May |, The body was found jn an ante whea it was ropousexsed by
dealer, JAssabulad Prosn Pimsin. ]

Chicago (IL) Tribune 27 May 1936: 9. Website (newspapers.com)
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Winamac Artist Stoicly
Listens To Coroner’s
Inguiry Tuead}y

(A complete lete confesslon by
Mrs. Penwell as given to Jay
Nye, Pulaski Prosecutor, may be
found on page 12.

Winamae, May 26 — Bitting
calmly through a brief eoroner's
inquest Into the death of her
new born baby, Mrs. Elba Riffle
Penwell today heard Charles E.
Linton, Pulaski county coroner,
order her arrest and ths case
recommended to the grand jury
for investigation. The Inquest
lasted an hour and 20 minoutes.

Mrs. Penwell, dressed in a
poudre blue coat and skirt and
wearing & dark-colored straw
hat, remained stolc during the
hearing but twice during the
reading of her confesslon by
Prosecutor James M. Nys, she
closad her ayes as If to shut out
an undesired memory and her
lips twitched nervously.

Courtroom Crowded

At the start of the hearing
Coroner Linton ordered all per-
sons under 18 yeers of age to
leave the courtroom but even
this action left the room erowd-
ed with curlous and interested

to P
snapped a flashlight picture of
Mrs, Penwell but John Spangler,
attorney for Mrs. Penwell asked
that the coroner order the sher-
{iff seiza the film and destroy it.
The request was granted.

Mrs, Penwell was not ecalled
upon to testify. Her confession
entered by Prosecutor Nye as an
an affidavit was the only words
from the accused woman that
were written inte the Inquest
records.

It was upon the recommenda-
tion of Prosecutor Nye that Cor-
oner Linton ordered the arrest
of the woman, who is noted as a
‘water eolor artist, gifted with un-
usual, talent, At the request of
the prosecutor and coroner Judge
John Reldelbach ot Pulaski cir-
cuit court, Issued & ecall for the
grand jury to convene Thursday
at 10 &. m. In the courthouse.

Grand Jurors Listed

Grand jurors who will be
subposnaed ars: Verns § Gor-
rell, Harry Fisher, Andrew Nufer,
Ray Whipple, Stella Metz and J.
C. Christianson.

Mrs. Penwell walked Into the
maln courtroom alongelde her 77-
year-old mother and six-year-old
daughter. The accused woman
was seated next to her attorney
and directly In front of ths wit-
ness chalr. Later, Willlam Riffle,
§1, father of Mrs. Penwell en-
tered the courtroom and took a
seat next t6 his granddaughter.

Prosecutor Nye, after reading
the confession submitted to him
by Mrs. Penwell, called Charles
Freeman to the stand. Freeman,
an employe of the Duggleby ga-
rage, where the badly decompos-
ed body of the baby was found
stuffed In the rear compartment
of a 1935 Oldsmobile coupe, told
the courf about the sale and re-
possesaion of the car.

JURY
MRS. ELBA PENWELL ORDERED
ARRESTED FOLLOWING INQUEST

Car Re

Freeman stated the car was re-
possessed twica, first on ) Ay 16
and the second time on May 19.
On Saturday evening, May 18,
Mrs. Penwell gave the Duggleby
firm a check In payment on the
car and was allowed to drive it
away bui when the bank found
there was not sufficient funds to
cover the draft it was not honor-
ed, Freeman said. It was about
6 o'clock on May 19 that the car
was repossessed the second time,
Freeman told the court. He sald

(Continued on Page 2)

MRS ELBA PENWELL

(Coatinueq from Pase One)

thar s,mpln'n ot
ve the car back to
f businets after Mra.
bad produced the key.
g the confession with
t was shown that
had been placed
tn tha car Anly two hours befors
¢hine was driven away.
r Girton. 25, a mechanie
in the Duggleby garage, told of
being attracted to the machine by
he rear
ating
uesome discovary.

Sheriff On Stand

It was at this polnt that Sheritt
Hilbert J. Wacknltz was called to
the stand. He told of being notl.
fed by Freer of the discovery
and his subsequent investigation
Finding that the bundle {n the
car contained the apparent re-
ma of a small child Gheriff
Wacknitz sald he notitiad Coroner
C. E Linton at Medaryvills.

From the Duggleby garage the
package containing fhe small
hody was moved to the Fry and
Langs uadertaking establishment,
Wacknitz said, and it was there
an examinition revealsd a
eilk stocking had been wrapped
around the Infant's neck three
165 and then tled 1o a single
Other g8, belonging
to a small ehil
letx years ot age, wers found us-
der the infant’s :n;a serving 28
a plllow, the .\:an relned

Launching an iavestigation us-
ing tha stockings, some old naws-
papers in which the body was
wrapped, the burlap and eorru-
gated cardboard, as clues, Sheritf
Wacknitz apprehanded Mrs. Pen-
well for questioning. The papers

the odor
compart
made th

]

used in making the bundle were
Issues of Ap
indicating
mitted 0!

26 aod April 29
was com-
or those dates
£7 sat forta
'Buslm-p.qman Called
E C Winamac busi-
(neseman 8¢ to the exam-
iparion of the hody at the undar-
ukw_— parlors, told of sesing the
decomposed body but was
able to state if the papers .in
aich tha body bad been wrapped
contalned blood stains
\Iur‘nru Ritfla, mother of the
Winamac artist, told from
s stand that Mrs. Pen-
lived with her for the
Past six vears.

Logansport (IN) Press May 27 1936: 1&2. Microfilm.
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Did you kmow or observe that
r was about to be.
her®” Prosecutor Nyve

" she replied
“Did you know about or 4id
your daughter at anytime tell you
sbe had given birth to a child.”
\ve asked
No,” Mrs R file answered
1 Len went on to re-
thdt alrnou.gn sbe wa
ke was not aroused

did not appear sick the pext
morning when she arose shortly
befors & o'clock and, that she had
no {dea s baby had -been born
Ia her house until Het daughter
made the-confeswion at Rochester
Monday morzing.
Examined Body

Dr. Harold J. Halleck told the

coroner’s court that he had axam-
fned the Biby's body at the re-
quest of Coroner C. E. Linton. He
said the body was one that ap-
pearad to ba a firm, full term
baby but that the flesh was so
orated that it was {mpos-
to tell the sex of the child
it had ever livad.
With the recording of Hal-
estimony Nve antered his
tion that Mre. Penwell be
arrested bnt that as the inquest
was only a court of {aquiry the
Erand fury sbould be called ints
seasfon

A few moments later Mrs.

ascorted to her home
neriff  Addison J.

Mrs. Daugherty
and n\mmd somé palnting ma-
terials. The accured woman plans
to do some painting while con.
fined in jail at Rochester, authori-
ties said,

Mrs. Penwell is Incarcerated in
the Rochestér il bacause thers
s \m lockup at Winamae.

Although a rumor kad spread
lh.n Mrs. Penwell would puu
ipsamity no mention of her nu—
tal faculties was mads during the
lnquest.”

Has Four Brothers

The accused woman has feur
bmtban!‘ Raymond Riffle, an In-
w is attornsy, am Bits
.qmn‘\"-:fcﬁf bol.‘.'&&
Tadtansralie and Arlands Ritfla
of Seattle Wash.! two slsters,
Mrs, Nora Webster living Dear
the Pipe Creek Falls community
and Mary, at home, and Rer par-
ents, who have bean residents of
Winamac for more than 30 years.
When ths grand jury converne:
Thursday it {s expected to exam-

ine the evidence submitted at the
inuuen and view the burla
cardboard,

-nd other articles connected with |
the confessad slaying of the child.

Prosecutor Nys told the court |
at the Inquest that he anticipated
the grand jury would, {n view of |

all evidence, return an indictment
against Mrs. Penwell for taking
the life of her child. He declarad
that it would then be his duty
a& a representative of the state
to prusecute to the fullest axtent
of he law and that he watends to
a0 E

© 2019, Jim Phillips
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Mrs. Penwell's Confession

MRS. PENWELL'S CONFESSION
- AS GIVEN TO PROSECUTOR NYE

. Elba R. Penwell, being first duly sworn, says that she is 31 years
of age, and was born in Winamae, Ind., that on May 1, 1916, she
gave birth to a child at about 10 p. m. or 11 p. m. of sald day and
that sald birth took place t the home of her parents on North Mon-
ticello street in Winamac, Pulaski county, Ind. That sald child was
born on the floor and Immediately after Its birth this infant laid
down on the bed and slept some; that sald child never at any time
attered a sound of any kind nor made any kind of motlon, nor
did it In any way show signs of life; that sald Infant continued to
lay on the bed until her mother called her about 5 or 6 o'clock
i. m. of May 2, 1536 at which time affiant arose, dressed herself
and saw the child lying naked on the floor close to the bed on
which affiant had been lying, sald child having laid on the floor
from the time of its birth until affiant arose about 6 or 6 o'clock
on the morning of May 2, 1936, a perlod of 6 or § hours; Immedi-
ately upon arising from said bed and dressing affiant observed sald
child and observed that it was lylng In the same position as it
bad been just before afflant Iald down; that during the Interval
trom 10 or 11 p. m. of May 1, 1836, to & or 6 o'clock, a. m., of
May 2, 1936, this afflant was continually In the same room as sald
¢hild and did not hear sald child utter any sound whatscever,
geither did sald child move at all, although afiant watched It
tlosely In order to detect some sign of life but affiant could observe
aone.

Aftlant further says that upon arising and dressing as aforesald
and observing no sign of life In sald child, this afflant wrapped a
stocking around the neck of sald child, tied the sama thers for the
reason that she wass not sure that child was dead; then afflant
wrapped the child In some newspapers and placed some old stock-
{ngs under Its head and left it Iying on the flodr and affiant went
déwnstalrs: later in the forencon of May 2,7 1936, affiant carried
sald child downstairs and carried the same to the back part of the
lot on which Is situited the house in which the child was born and
placed it in a coal bin, where it remained until about 4 o'clock,
p. m., on May 198, 1936, and on sald last mentioned date afiant
wrapped some cardboard and burlap around sald child and carried
It out and put it in the rear compartment of her 1933 Oldsmobile
coups which at the tima was standing In front of sald residence on

Monticello street in sald town since which time affiant had notl

touched or seen sald child.

Affiant further says that no person whatsoever knew anything
ibout the facts as stated above. Not even her father or mother
except as this day made known to her mother,

Affiant further says that she makes this affidavit of her own
tree will and accord and not through fear or violence of any kind
ind oot on account of any threats or promises whatsoever and after
being advised that any or all statements she may make may be
used salnst her.

Afflant also says that all of the above statements were made in
the presence of her mother, Marletta Riffle, A. J. Daugherty, Velma

Daugherty and Jay M. Nye. 7
. Signed: ELBEA R. PENWELL.
Eubseribed and sworn to befora me thls 25th day of May, 18386.
JAY M. NYE.
Prosscuting attorney of the 59th judielal eireult of Indiana.
My commission expires Dec. 31. 1936,

Logansport (IN) Press May 27 1936: 12. Microfilm.
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Pulaski County Grand Jury Ready to Investigate Death of Infant

Bab Case
Quuz Opens
Thursday

!’nuenhrlnl.!umml
Evidence for Presentation

WINAMAG, Ind., May 27—Prose-
eutor Jay M. Nye announced today
that he was ready to present evi-
dence before the Pulaski county
grand jury when it convenes to
morrow morning at 10 p'clock (o

consider the case of Reba Riffel
‘Penwell, 31-year old artist, de-
tained for the death of her child|
whose decomposed body was found
stuffed in an automobile last Bat-|
urday, & silk stocking tied around
its neck.

Five men and & woman consti-
tute the jury which will sit at the
court house, but it was learned that
the woman, Btells Mets, desires to

be excused and that Is likely her
request will be granted. Her pe-
tition {s based upon the simple fact
that she is past 60 years of age,
grounds for excusal In the eyes of‘
the state. The men on the jury|
are: Verne Gorrell, Harry Fisher,
Andrew Nufer, Ray Whlpplc and
J. C. Christenson. ‘

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 27 1936:

2019-07-14

Proszcutor Nye, whose llmo hu

been l.lmoali' solely devoted to the
case since the body llmt;z‘
last Saturday hom‘;‘: in
repossessed from Mrs. Penwell
and held at the Duggelby Motor
Sales garage, eald that witnesses
who will appear before the jury
will include those who testified at
the/coroner’s inquest yesterday and
Coroner C. E, Linton. Others un-
doubtedly will be called at the re-
quest of the jurors once they lu"
opened their probe Into - the de-
talls surrounding the death.
Devotes Time to Art

How long the jury will remain in
seesion was a matter of much con-
jecture today. Prosecutor Nye sald
that so far as he knew the death
of the Penwell child was the only
case scheduled for investigation.

In the meantime, Mrs. Penwell
remains in fall at Rochester, oc-
cupying hersell with her crayons
and paint brushes which have
brought her state wide recognmition
In the past.

John Spungler, retained as tnuu-
sel for Mrs. Penwell, revealed that
he was ready to fight if the grand
jury Indicts, when he made a
statement after the Inquest Tues-
day afternoon. He eald In no un-
certain terms that no case of mur-
der had been shown by the eri
dence thvs far. “There is no gullt
there and the evidence shows it,”
he declared.

1. Microfilm.

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Accoﬂllu lo lln purpo od w
ten confession Introduced by Prose-
cutor Nye at the {nquest, Mrs.
Penwell admitted fhe birth of the
child in her bedroom at the home
of her parents and left the Infant
lying on the floor all night, un-
certain whether it was dead or
alive. In the morning she drew
the stocking about the child’s neck.
wrapped it In paper and cardboard

‘and put it in & coal bin at the rear

of the home. That was on the night
of May 1 and the following mora-
ing. On May 19 Mrs. Penwell put
the body in the rear compartment
of the car and & few Bours later
the automobile was by
the Duggelby Motor Sales .with
the resultant discovery of the de-
composed remains four days later.
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Grand Jury
At Work in
Baby Case

Defense Counsel Submits Elbs
Rlffle Penwell To Intel-.
ligence Test

- WINAMAC, Ind., May 28—While
defense counsel girded itself for a
fight should an Indietment be re-
turned, the Pulaski county grand
jury convened today to consider
the strange case of KEiba Riffel
Penwell, 31-year old artist, whose
dead child was found stuffed in the
rear ¢eompartment of an automobile
last Saturday, a silk stocking
twisted around its neck,

John Bpangler, veteran. attorney
who has been retained by Mrs.
Penwell, revealed this afternoon
that he had prevalled upon Donaid
Crise, county superintehdent of
schools, to econduct an Intelligence
|examination on hie client at the
[Rochester jail "Wednesday evenjag
'but declined to disclose the results.
Louis Reidelbach, law partner of
|Spangler, and Spangler himself
witnessed the examination.

Asked the purpose of the intelli-
gence test, Mr. Spangler replied
'that |t was designed to supply in-
{formation to the defense counsel.

Workings of the grand Jury are
cloaked In secrecy and the resuit
of their findings—Indictment of
the woman or passing up the case
entirely—will not be known until
the jury reports to Circuit Court
Judge John Reldelbach.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 28 1936: 1. Microfilm.
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Grand Jury at Work in Baby Case

Pulaski Body Convenes
At Winamae This
Morning

Wipamae, May 27 — The
strange case of Elba Riffle Pen-
well, 31 year old Winamac artist,
confessed slayer of her new born
child, vlllhb';‘plued in the h:ndl
[} e Pu co! r Grand Ju
U AR K i
when the jury will convens at
the courthouse.

case will be the only matter con-
sidered by the grand jury at this
time, Prosecutor James Nye sald.
It was at Nye's suggestion that
Judge John Reldelbach Tuesday
ordered the calling of a jury ses-
slon,
Much Interest

¢ Investigation of the case has
attracted considerable interest in
this community as evidenced
Tuesday when a crowded court-
room heard the evidence present-
ed at a coroner’s lnauest.

It is presumed that the baby

Grand Jury Opens |
Baby Case Probe

The grand jury consists of
Verne Gorrell, Harry Fisher, Stel-
la Metz, Andrew Nufer, Ray
Whipple and J. C. Christenson,
However, the woman juror, Stel-
la Metz, has asked to be excused
due to her advanced age. It is
likely she will be excused.

Coroner May Testify

Coroner Charles E. Linton of
Medaryville who teamed with
Prosecutor Nye in questioning
t*e witnesses at the inquest Tues-
day, will probably be one of the
major witnesses called before the
grand jury today. At least half
a dozen others will be called, it
is belleved .

Prosecutor Nys belleves a mur-
der indictment will be returned
against Mrs. Penwell, who s
held in Rochester jail. John
Spangler, who has been retained
as counsel for the accused wom-
an, declares he will fight the case
it 1t comes to trial, |

Logansport (IN) Press May 28 1936: 1. Microfilm.
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Dead baby in trunk leads to Elba (31)

DISCOVERY OF DEAD BABY

' LEADS TO ARTIST’S ARREST

Accused of Silk-Stocking Death

| Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell,
! court action following a grand ju
which she adm

| above photograph alongside the oil
Indiana state fair,

| first place at the

Winamac artist,
y probe into the death of a child
8 was born to hér five weeks ago:

who faces possible

is shown In the

painting upon which she won

ELBA PENWELL
FAGES CHARGES

Grand Jury Probes Moth-
er’s Claim that Child
Was Born Dead.

STRANGULATION .
CHARGE ADVANCED

Stocking Around ' Neck Is
Held As Possible Cause
of Infant’s Death.

A grand jury which went into

sesslon at 10 o'clock this forenoon

was expected to Near evidence that
might lead to a formal charge of
murder against Mrs.  Elba Riffle

well known Winamae ar-
il following
urday of the
which she

Penwell,
tist, who is now in j
the discovery lasi Ss
dead hody of a baby
admits was hers.

The discovery led {o a series of

agog, culminating in a public cor
oner’s inquest in the cirtuit courf
room Tuesday afternoon, attended
by a crowd that more than filled
all seatis,

+| ticed the night before

At that session. a  signed
fession by Mrs. Peuwell was read,
in-her p She admitted in
the statement that the decomposed
body found In a car wag that of &
child to which she had given
birth. but _asserted  that it was
born “dead.

Odor Leads to Investigation.

The opening chapter of the sor-
far as the public was
concerned, ook place last Satur-
day morning when workers at the
Duggleby Motor garage -in-
vestigated an annoying odor that
filled the room. It had been no-
ut became

con-

80 noxipus Sature
i
was traced o a
that been
Mrs. Penwell but re
by & finance comipany

intense sed

The odor
Olls  coupe
chased by

hpd

po! ed

1l stored In the garage. In the
back of tlie package
wrapped in burlap. he machine
a8 run Into the nlley and the
package opened by gprage em-
ployes.

lh\lllé the bmlap were {wo or

s of
and corrugated boaid,
shaped to form a sort
and then additional wrap-
pings of newspapers, consisting of
portions of the Indianapolis §gar

vy brown Wriap:

events which set the community,

(Continued on Page Two.)

pur- |

iscovery
of Dead Baby
Br-in_g_s Arrest

t .

(Continued from page one.)
Bated April 26 and 28, and the
“Chicago Herald-Examiner of April
.

Beyond
Inside was the body of an in-
fant, so blackened by decomposi-
fion that many who first saw It
nssumed that it had been burned
before being wrap) ap. Sheriff
Hilbert J. Wackn as  called,
and he summoned Dr. C. E. Lintos,
county coroner, of Medaryville.
The coroner, the sheriff, Dr. H.
J.Halleck and others examined the
package at the Fry & Lange fu-
neral home, The remains of the
body were In such condition that
no estimate could be made of the
child’s age at time of death, nor
its: sex. Near the head, at what
had presumably been the neck,
Dr, Linton found a woman's silk
stocking, looped and partially
kootted ‘In the package nlso were

two or three pairs of child’s stock-
ings, much worn and darned.

“Rubber Check” Causes Trouble.

Inquiries -concerning . the car
brought out the fact that it was
one which-Mrs, Penwell had bought
of Mr, Duggleby on an installment
contract. Because of default in the
payments, about three weeks previ-
ously, the company which had fi-
nahced the purchase caused the
car to be repossessed.

A wpgek ago last Saturday eve-
ning Mrs, Penwell went to the
garage with $15 in cash and a
check for $28 to apply- on the de-
linquency, and was allowed to take
the car. The check was turned
down by the bank, and on the fol-
lowing Tuesday employes of the
garage again went to the Riffle
| home, on North Monticello street,

| gecured the key from Mrs. Pen-
well, and drove the car back to
the garage.

Submits to “Lie Detector.”

Shortly after discovery of the
package and identification of the
car, Mrs. Penwell was summoned
by Jay M. Nye, prosecuting attor-
ney. She stoutly denjed any knowl-
edg the package, both in the
conversation with the prosecutor
and with other officials.

Doubting the truth of her state-
ments, officials asked her if she
would submit to examination under
a “lla detector.” To this she is
sald to have readily agreed, and
went to Indlanapolis Saturday eve-
ning with the sheriff and prose-
cutor, State Policeman Delva Mas-
terson, Mrs. Velma Daugherty and
| Mrs. Hazel Apt.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 May 1936: 1&2. Microfilm.
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° With the “detector” in operation
at an office in charge of Lieuten-
ant Kooken of the state police,
Mrs. Penwell was twice asked a
geries of twelve questions. The
chart which the machine turned
out showed a high reaction to
{those questions relating to the

baby which were in doubt, officials
stated.

Affiant further says that no per-
son  whatsoever knows anything
about the facts as stated above,
not even her father or mother, ex-
cept this day made known to her
mother.

Affiant further says lhat
makes this affidavit of her
free will and accord mul

‘through fear or violence of any
[kind and not on account of any
| threats or promises whatsoever and
|after being advised that any or
lall t3 she may make may

W
not

and Signs

Mrs., Penwell had been remand-
ed to jail at Rochester, and while
she was being returned there Sun-
day evening by Deputy Sheriff Ad-

dison Daugherty and Mrs. Daugh-|
|erty, she changed her story and
'dmluml to them that the bapy?
‘ln the package was hers,

Mr, and Mrs. Daugherty and Mr.|
Nye went to Rochester Monday |
morning, when the \'Arnneculor%
wrote out Mrs, Penwell's new|
statement, which she signed.
follows:

It

State of I:urllauh) |
58
Fulton County )
Elba R. Penwell, being first doly |
sworn, upon her oath, says: That/
she is thirty-one years of age: and |
was born in Winamac, Indiana; |
that on May 1936, she gave
birth to a child at about 10 pm.!
or 11 p.m, o'clock of sald day, and
that said birth took place at the |
home of her parents on North!
Monticello street in Winamae, Pu-
laski county, Indiana; that sald|
child was born on the floor and!
immediately after its birth this af-
fiant laid down on the and
slept some; that said child never
at any tme uttered sound of any '
kind nor make any kind of motion |
nor did it in anyway show signgl
of life; that snid afflant continued |
to lay on the bed until her mother
called her about 5 or § o'clock]
m. of May 2, 1936, at which time |
fiant arose, dressed herself and
aw the child lying naked on the
floor closg to the bed on whids
affiant had been lying, sald child|
having laid on the floor from. the
time of its birth until affiant arose |
about 5 or 6 o'clock ou the morn-|
ing of May 2, 1936, a period of 6
or 8 hours; immediately upon aris-
ing from id bed and dressing,
affiant, obferved said child and
obgerved that it was lyipg in the
same position as it had been just
after its birth and before affiant;
laid down, that during the interval
from 10 ur 11 o'clock p.m. of May '
1, 1936, to 5 or 6 o'clock a.m, of
May 2, 1.036. ‘this affiant was con-
lmuouul) in the same room as said
child and did not hear said child
utter any sound whatsoever, nei-
ther did said child move at all,’
nlthough affiant watehed it closely
i order to detect some sign of!
life but afflant could ohgerve none.
Affiant further says that upon
(arising and dressing as aforesaid
and observing no sign of life in
said child, this afflant wrapped a
stocking nround the neck of said
child tied the same t for the
reason she was not sure that child
was dead; then afflant wrapped;
the child In some newspapers and
placed some old stockings under
its head and left it Iying on the
floor and affiant went down stairs,
later in the fore:
1936, affiant carried sajd il
down stairs and carried the saiie
to the back part of the 'lot on!

t

which ' is:situated the house in
which the” child was born and
placed It in a coal bin, where it;

remained until about 4 o'clock p.m.
on May 19, 1936, and on said last
mentioned date affiant  wrapped
gome card board and burlap around
said child and carried 1t out and
put it in the vear compartment of
her 1933 Oldsmobile coupe which at
the time was standing in front of
said residence on Monticello street
in sald town since which time af-
|tiant has not touched or seen said
| eild.

© 2019, Jim Phillips

{ porting the various facts concern-

| be used against her,

- Affiant also says that all of the
above statemenfs were mada in
the presence of her maother, Marl-
etta Riffle, A. M. Daugherty, Velma
Daugherty and Jay M. Nye.

ELBA R. Y'EN'WELL.
ubseribed and sworn to before
ma uuu "511’1 day of May, 1936,
NYE, Prosecuting
A[tnrney of the 58th
Judielal Circuit of
Indiana.
Mother Disclaims Knowledge.

‘The above was read at the cor-

oner’s inquest, and testimony sup-

ing the package was introduced,

Mrs. William Riffle, mother of
Mrs. Penwell, was also examined
at the inquest. She declared that
although Mrs. Penwell had lived
at the Riffle home right along,
she (the mother) had no knowl-
edge of any kind eoncerning the
birth of the baby, neither its ex-
pectation nor its arrival, and that
she knew nothing of its disposi-
tion.

Friends of Mrs, Penwell who
have conversed with her this week
'mmm her as stating that a Chi-
cago artist who visifed her briefly
last year is the father of the child.

Prosecutor Nye states that he
will request the grand jury to re-
iurn an indictment charging "Mrs.
Penwell with murder.

Preminent As Artist.

Mrs, Penwell, who is thirty-one
years of age, has been a resident
of Winamac practically all her
life, She was graduated from the
Winamac high scheol in the class
of 1923 and later attended .art
school at Indianapolis. She return-
ed here about six years ago, ac-
companied by a small daughter
and announced that she had been
married to & man named Penwell.
They have not lived together since
her return here, although he was
recently employed for a few
months at the Indizn Heagd tavern.
The daughter, Zoe Aup, has just
(mnplvl*lu—r first year in school.

As an artist Mrs. Penwell has
won “considerable recognition. At
the Indiana state fair four ye
ago her paloting . “Across lh(-
Street” won first place in the oil
landscapes exhibition, and she has
also gained honor in smaller art
shows.

Those called for.grand jury serv-
foe this forenoon were Verng 8.
Gorrell and Mrs. Stella Me#z of
Winamae, Andrew Nufer and Ray
Whipple of .\lnn;'nn township, Har-
ry Fisher of Indian Creek, and {!
€. Christensen of White Post.
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Dead baby in trunk

STATETOASKA
MURDER CHARGE

FINDING OF INFANT'S BODY
BRINGS ARREST OF ELBA
R. PENWELL, THE
MOTHER

With the finding of the badly
decomposed body of an infant in
the rear compartment of a car at
the Duggleby Motor Sales Satur-
day morning and the subsequent
confession of Elba Riffle Pen-
well, 31, local artist, that she had
given birth to the child'and, after
strangling it with a silk stocking,
had made an attempt to dispose
of its body, this community has
become enmeshed in a drama that
hat brought i} national publicity
due to the fact that Mrs. Penwell’
is a prominent artist who has re-
ceived recognition for many of her
paintings in this section of the
middle west,

The car in which the body of
the infant was found is an Olds-
mobile coupe, which had been re-
possessed from Mrs. Penwell. Ac-
cording to employes of the garage,
Mrs. Penwell had paid $15 in cash
and had given a:$28 check for
redemption of the car Saturday,
May 16. The following Monday,
when the check was taken to the
bank for deposit, it was found
there was not sufficient funds to
cover it, and Tuesday evening
about 5 o’clock the machine was
again repossessed.

Saturday morning the body was
discovered by Francis Girton and
Howard Wildermuth, employes of
the garage, when a noxious odor
was traced to the car.

Stalking My Hometown
1924-1947
Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art

Mrs. Penwell Questioned

Sheriff Wacknitz was called by
Charles Freeman and after a pre-
iminary investigation called Coro-
nor Linton. Accompanied by
Deputy A. J. Datigherty and Pros-
ecutor Jay M. Nye, the sheriff
then went to the William Riffle
home on North Monticello street
and told Mrs. Penwell she was
wanted for questioning. She
agreed to go along and was taken
to the Court House, where she was:
questioned but denied she knew
anything about the body.
ical examination by Drs. H. J. Hal-
leck and C. E. Linton indicated’
otherwise. At 6:30 she was taken
to Indianapolis by Sheriff Wack-
nitz, Prosecutor Nye, Mrs. A. 7.
Daugherty and Mrs. Elbert Apt
for submission to a lie detector
test by the state police. Here she
again denied knowledge of the af-.
fair, but the detector dndicated Rer
answers as untruthful.

At 2:30 Sanday morning she
was placed in the Rochester jail
for investigation, and Sunday aft-
ernoon returned to Winamac for
further questioning.  She was
again returned to the Fulton coun-
ty lockup. 7

Confession Is Made

Monday, shortly before noon, in
the presence of Prosecutop Nye,
Deputy Sheriff Daugherty, Mrs.
Daugherty. and the prisoner’s
mother, Mrs. Marietta Riffle, she
made a complete confession, text
of which will be found on Page 5.
The principal points of the con-
fession are that the child was born
at the home of her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. William Riffle, on North
Monticello street, the night of
May 1, the next day she tied o

(Continued on Page 8)

E TO ASK A :
MURDER CHARGE

¢ S——

(Continued from Page 1)
stocking about its neck and con-
cealed its body in a coal bin.

There the body remained, ac-
cording to the confession, until
Tuesday afternoon, May 19, when
she put more paper around the
body and wrapped it in burlap and
placed it in the rear compartment
of the coupe. A short time later
the car was repossessed by Charles
Freeman and Keith James for
Dugglebys.

ST

Winamac (IN) Republican 28 May 1936: 1&8. Microfilm.
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Inquest Tuesday Afternoon
_Shortly after 1 o'clock Tuesday
afternoon  Mrs. Penwell was
brought from the Rochester jail
to the local court room for a coro-
ner’s inquest,

The court room was packed with
the curious and sympathetic, to
see and hear the first inquest of
that kind here for many years
Newspaper photographers and sev-
eral reporters for large papers
were present,

Before the actyal hearing was
under way a cryir;L child was tak-
en from the room by its mother,
all under 18 were asked to leave
and there was a hush over the
|room gg Mrs. Penwell, her G-year-
jold daughter, her mother, attor-
neys and witnesses appeared. A
photographer flashed a picture of
_Mrs. Penwell and the plate was
|immediately scized by Sheriff Hil-
|bert Wacknitz.

With Coroner Linton on the
‘bench the inquest was opened,
|witnesses were sworn in and the
|alleged confession was read by
I Prosecutor Nye.

Six Witnesses Called

| The first witness to be called
was Charles Freeman, an employe
of the Duggleby garage, who told
of_ repossessing the car. Francis
\Girton, another Duggleby employe,
was the next witness and told how
he and Howard Wildermuth had
found the body. Sheriff Wacknitz,
E. C. Gorrell and Dr. H. J. Hal-
leck each told of seeing the body
and the manner in which it was
wrapped and the condition it
was in, « .

Mrs. Marjetta Riffle, 77-year-
old mother of Mrs. Penwell, told a
dramatic tale from the witness
chair, in which she said she did
not know her daughter was about
to become a mother and knew
nothing of the alleged birth of the
child until taken to Rochester
Monday and hearing Mrs. Pen-
well's confession.

Prosecutor Nye demanded that
Mrs. Penwell be held for grand
jury investiga;ion and Coroner
Linton returned-the following ver-
dict:

Phillips

Verdict of Coroner '

“I, Charles E. Linton, M. D.,
coroner of Pulaski county, state
of Indiana, having viewed the re-
mains of an infant found in the
rear compartment of an Olds
coupe, owned by Elba Penwell,
Winamace, Indiana, and said infant
being less than one week old, and
said infant being the child of said

* Elba Penwell according to her own

confession, and also confessed tie-
ing a woman’s stocking around the
neck of said infant, and after
hearing the evidence of Dr. H. J.
Halleck, Sheriff H. J. Wacknitz,
Charles Freeman, Ned Gorrell,
Mrs. Marietta Riffle and others,
do believe that caid infant came to
its death by strangulation caused
by the said Elba Penwell, mother
of said infant, and I do hereby
recommend that the said Elba Pen-
well be placed under arrest and
confined to the county jail with-
out bail and that the Grand Jury
of Pulaski county, state of Indi-
ana, make a complete investiga-
tion of this case .
(Signed) “Charles E. Linton,
Coroner of Pulaski County, State
of Indiana. (Dated) May 26,
1936.”
Charged with Homicide
Later Tuesday afternoon Mrs,
Penwell was taken before Justice
Manders, where she was formally
charged with homicide, and was
bound over to Circuit court, after
which she was returned to the Ro-
ghester jail. »
The grand jury was fcalled for
10 o’clock this morning to hear
evidence in the case. It is un-
derstood Prosecutor Nye demands
an indictment charging first dcgrt_’e
murder, and that Mrs, Penwell will
plead insanity if indicted.
Members of the grand jury are
Verne S. Gorrell, Harry Fisher,
Andrew Nufer, Ray Whipple, Stel-
la Metz and J. C. Christiansen,
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Elba's confession

Stalking My Hometown
1924-1947
Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art

“Elba R. Penwell, being first
duly sworn, upon her oath, says:
That she is 81 years of age, and
was born in Winamace, Indiana;
that on May 1, 1936, she gave
birth to a child at about 10 p. m.
or 11 p. m. o'clock of said day,
and that said birth took place at
the home of her parents on North
Monticello street in Winamac, Pu-
laski county, Indiana; that said’
child was born on the floor and
immediately after its birth this af-
fiant laid down on the bed and
slept some; that said child never
at any-time uttered a sound of
any kind nor made any kind of
motion nor did it in any way show
signs of life; that said affiant con-
tinued to lay on the bed until her
mother called her about 5 or §
o'clock a. m. of May 2, 1936, at
which time affiant arose, dressed
herself, and saw the child lying
naked on the floor close to the
bed on which affiant had been ly-
ing, said child having laid on the
floor from the time of its birth
until affiant arose about' 5 or 6
o’clock on the morning of May 2,
1936, a period of 6 or 8 hours.
Immediately upon arising from
said bed andygressing affiantgob-
served said child and observed that
it was lying in the same position
as it had been just after the birth
and before affiant laid down; that
during the interval from 10 or 11
o'clock p. m. of May 1, 1936, to
5 or 6 o'clock a. m. of May 2,
1936, this affiant’ was continuous-
Iy in ‘the same room as said child
and did not hear said child utter
any sound whatsoever, neither did
said child move at all, although af-
fiant watched it closely in order
to detect some sign of life, but
affiant could observe none.

“Affiant further says vhat upon
arising and dressing as aforesaid
and observing na sign of life in
said child, this afflant wrapped a
stocking around the neck of =aid
child, tied the same there for the
reason she was not sure that child
was dead; then affiant wrapped the
child in some newspapers and!
placed some old stockings.under |
its head and left it lying on the|
floor, and affiant went dnwm:%nirs.g
Later in the forenoon of May 2,
1936, afliant carried said child;

Winamac (IN) Republican 28 May 1936: 5. Microfilm.
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MRS, ELBA R. PENWELL’S CONFESSION

downstairs and carried the same
to the back part of the lot on
which is situated the house in
which the child was born and
placed it in a coal bin, where it
remained until gbout 4 o’clock p.
m, on May 19, 1936, and on said
last mentioned date affiant
wrapped some cardboard and bur-
flap around said child andjcarried
it out and put it in the réar com-
partment of her 1933 Oldsmobile
coupe, which at the time” was
standing in front of said residence
on Monticello street in said town,
since which time affiant has not
touched or seen said child.

“Affiant further says that no
person whatsoever knows anything
about®the facts as stated above,
not even her father or mother, ex-
cept as this day made known to
her mother,

“Affiant further says that she
makes this affidavit of her own
free will and accord and not
through fear or violence of any
kind and not on account of any
threats or promises whatsoever
and after being advised that any
or all statements she may make
may be used against her.

“Affiant also says that all of the
above statements were made in
the present of her mother, Mariet-
ta Riffle; A. J. Daugherty, Velma
Daugherty and Jay M. Nye.

(Signed) “Elba R. Penwpell.”

Subscribed and sworn to before
me this 25th day of May, 1936.
Jay M. Nye, Prosecuting Attorney
of the 59th Judicial Circuit of In-
diana. -

|
!
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Penwell

Stalking My Hometown
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Grand Jury Ends
Bdby Case P l'Obe';

Pulaski Coun Invashgnhng Body Finds That Evi-
dence Is Insufficient But Recommends That
Young Artist Be Held for Sanity Examination.

WINAMAC, Ind., May 29—The Pulaski county
grand jury, in session since mhnlu‘ morning, re-
turned today without indicting Elba Ri

iffle Penwell

3-year-old artist, in the strange death of her child
‘whose body was found stuffed into the rear com-
partment of an automobile last Satirday.

The jury did, however, make certain recommen-
dations to't!wclht Judge John Reidelbach and those
in, authority were lnclmod to believe that the sug-
geslrons will.be followed to the extent of ordering
a sanity inquest, so Mrs, Penwell is still detained in
jail at Rochester and yet face to face with a chance

of losing her freedom, at least temporarily.

The text of the grand Jury's
?oommmdluom to the court fol-
ow:

“We, the grand jury of Pulutl
county, In because of

evidence there had bm lll'.

“find an Indiotment in

uou to i |
[ "¥No. 1—That an inquest be held.
a8 to her eanity, v.tm-o belng doubt
in our mind a8 to her being men-
ultr normal,

'No. 3—Her being pllcod in an
Institution far her care, both phy-
sical and mental, should the find-
Ini of the board of Inquiry into her
sanity reveal (hat she should be
placed under observance and
!ru‘mun! -

3—<That for the good of
locleiy that she be sterilizsed pro-
vided that she voluntarily submit
to such operation. and that tha
doctors or those In authority I&
such institutions deem such oplrl-
tlod" necensary or prudent.
‘oman Foreman of Jury .
“No. 4—That she be held in cuss
tody until such time as the inquesh
;-Mu; her sanity shall have Nﬂ
0
Stella Mets, the only woman
the jury, served as foreman
signed the recommendations.

| necessary to conduect an Ing|

4a | the petition for the examination

Jay M. Nye, contacts
od after the grand jury had made
its formal report to the court, sald
that he had talked this morning
with Mrs. Pegwell's brother, Dr.
Bertram Riffle of Indianapolis, an

‘was assured that if It was deefn

that Dr. Bertram himself will

his sister. 1
The first paragraph of the wmd;

ten recommendation of the n-nd.

Jury discloses that the

hinged upon the tnchlelllu ul

|| whether or not the baby was

dead or alive. In Mrs. Penwells
purported cenfession to Prosecutor
Nye she said that she was not un |
whether the baby was

alive when she wrapped & -nt,
stocking around the infant's neek
and drew ft-tight.

John Spangler, veteran attorney
who has beep retained as counsel
for Mrs. Penwell, had een groom.
ing bie defense If the jury had re-
turned an. Indictment agalinst Ili
woman.

Defense counsel's next move, --
view of the report of the grand
Jury could not be msceriained. Mr.
Bpangler was mu nl the eity and
tould pot be reach

'rh- Jury made lu mxm shortly |

bafors noor . 3

Officials indicated that Mre.
Penwsll will be held at Rochester
pending: the decision of the ecourt
in regards to the recommendstions

presented for cousideration.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune May 29 1936: 1. Microfilm.
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Pulaski Jury May Give Its Finding Today

PULASKI JURY
MAY GIVE ITS
FINDING TODAY

Several Witnesses Exam-
ined In Strange Case
At Winamac

Winamae, May 28.—The Pulas-
ki eounty grand jury late tonight
recessed until Friday in consid-
ering the case of Elba Riffle Pen-
well, 31, well known artist,
whose dead child was found in
the rear of an automoblle here
last Saturday. The jury Is ex-
pected to return fits findings
sometime Friday.

Examination of nearly a dozen
witnesses occupled the jury in its
opening stages of I(nvestigation
today. Three physicians, Includ-
ing Coroner C. E. Linton, who
recommended at -the Inquest
Tuesday the ease be brought to
the attention of the Pulaskl
grand jury, were examined. Oth-
ers to he heard by the jury were
Mrs. Marietta Riffle, mother of
{the accused woman; Lizzie Dress-
ler, Mr. and Mrs. L. V. Robin=on,
neighbors of the Riffle family.

Nye With Jury

Prosecutor Jay M. Nye s
working with the jury during its
investigation. At the coroner’s
inquest Tuesday Nye expressed
belief the jury would return an
indictment against Mrs. Penwell

Whether the jury will indiet
the Winamaec woman or drop the
case will not be known until a
report {s formally made to Judge
John Reidelbach, of the Pulaski
circult court.

Should an Indictment be Tre-
turned against Mrs. Penwell,
John Spangler, veteran Winamac
attorney, has announced he will
be ready to defend the artist ln
every way possible,

Logansport (IN) Press May 29 1936: 1. Microfilm.
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Mental Care of Woman is Recommended

MENTAL CARE
OF WOMAN 1S
RECOMMENDE D

Pulaski Jury Fails to In-

dict Mrs. Elba
Penwell i
Winamae, May 20—The Pulas-
ki county grand ‘nry r-- ad-

ed today that Mrs. Elba Riffle
Penwell, 31-year-old artist accus-
ed of killing an Infant born to
her several weeks ago, be detain-
ed in jail until she can be placed
in some Institution ‘‘for physical
an® mental care.”

. Mrs. Penwell had heen held on
a homicide charge filed by coron-
er C. E. Linton after an inquest
at whiah c-maoet witnesses -testi-
ﬂ!ﬂ Aarccnalng i%~ #ading of the
infant’s body with a silk stocking
knotted about its neck in an au-
tomobile repossessed from the ar-
tist.

" The granA in=v declined to re-
turn a murder {ndictment assert-
ing there was “lack of evidence,”

Logansport (IN) Press May 30 1936: 1&6. Microfilm.
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Woman Quizzed ‘

Ofticers who questioned Mrs.
Penwell sald she admitted the
baby was borp to ber but she be-,
leved it dead at birth.

The jury had been in sessl n
eince Th-irsday morning. Fallure
to return an {inAictment aczain<

tha sma mpti=t “least aplaly
on the fact that dou“t was left
in the mi="- ~f {nvest'~-‘-~=g pg In

whether the baby was born dead
or alive.

In the grand {nrv's report ft
was stated that an fnouest should
be beld to A~tarmipe the sanity of
Mrs. Penwell as doubt remalned
in the minde of furnre ~« to her
being mentally normal. Too.
they recomemnded she be plac-
ed in an institution for her care,
both phy-ical and mental, should
the findings of a sanity test re-

(Continued on page 6)

MENTAL CARE

(Continued from Page One)

veal that such action should be
taken.
Held In Jair

Meanwhile Mrs. Penwell will
be held in the Rochetser fjail
penldng de~'-"- n of the court in
regards to the recommendations
presented.

Stella Mets, the ~='= —-=-n a
the jury, served as foreman
Prosecutor Jay M. Nve worked
with the board during {ts two day
session.
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Leaving Courtroom Elba Riffle Penwell Found Sane

decomposed body.of ,",,".',,"‘m baby stuffed
-the nl::u ?qnmrtmcnt of a repossessed o
.rgt n ) ‘: ~ ¥ l‘ ‘: ’. .A..< ..l

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune Jun 3 1936: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba not indicted

STATE EXAMINERS

1
Physicians Fail to Fihd
Any Evidence of

Insanity. o

|Wednésday morning following the |

action of Judge J. G. Reldelbach
in appeinting three uh}'uiclanu-toi‘

WRTIST 15 SANE, |

3 e
An inquest into the eanity of |
| Elba Riffle Penwell was opened |

Stalking My Hometown
1924-1947
Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art

Sterilization Recommended.

The verdict ol the county cor:
oner, Dr. C. E. Linton of Med&r'y-
ville, had expressed the belief that
i the baby came fo its death by
strangulation with a silk stocking.
Following is the report of the
grand jury, dated May 20:
| “We, the Grand Jury of Pulaski
| county, Indiana, because of Ihek of
| evidence that there had been life.
we cannot fina an indietment in
any degree of murder or man-

well —make the following recom-
mendations to the court:

“(1) That an Inguest be held as
|to her sanity, there being doubt
in our minds as to her being men-
ally normal;

lexamine” her.

taceordance with the report of the

|grand jury, which met last week
{to invEStigate the case.
| The three phbysicians, Dr. G. ¥.
| McCaskey, Dr. T, E. Carneal and
Dr. H. J. Halleck, filed their ré-
port this morning. and state that
in their opinion Mrs. Penwell is
sane. The court . received, ex--
amined and approved the report,
and Mrs. Penwell was discharged
at once from the custody of the
sheriff,

The action of the grand juny
the latter part of last week re-
leved tension that had existed in
the community ever since the dis-
covery, a week ngo last Saturday,
of the decomposed body of a baby,
in a car that had belonged to Mrs.
Penwell, together with the events
that led up to her arrest, her con-
in-:usiun. and a_ coroner's, inquest
}lnln the probable caust of death.

Thiz was dona in |||

“(2) Her being placed in an in-
| stitution for her care — both phy-
[ sical and- mentil, should the find-
{ings of the board of inquiry into
iher sanity reveal that she should
| be placed undér observation and
g treatment;

“(3) That for the good of society
! she bemsterilized, provided that she
i\‘ulunmrily submit (0 such opera-
! tion, and that the doctors or thogo
'Iu authority in such Iinstitution
[tll!em such operation necessary or
! prudent;

! “(4) That she be held in custody
juntil such tinie as the igquest
{ a8 to her sanity shall ‘have' been
1 held.” %

! The report wts signed by the
| 8ix members of the grand jury, in-
| cluding Mrs. Stella Metz, foreman;
| Verne 8. Gorrell, Andrew Nufer,
:Ruy Whipple, Harry Fisher and
E.F. C. Christensen.

i =

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Jun 1936: 1. Microfilm.
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slaughter against Eiba Riffle Pen.

Elba not indicted.

GRAND JURYFAILS
10 INDICT ARTIST

MRS. ELBA R. PENWELL IS RE-
LEASED AFTER GRAND
JURY AND INQUEST
ACTIONS

Elba Riffle Penwell, held in cus-
today since Saturday, May 23, in
connection with the finding of the
body of a child which she con-
fessed was hers, was released
Wednesday following a sanity in-
quest, when she was declared sane.

The grand jury finding, which
was made public Friday, read as
follows: :

“Winamaec, Indiana, May 29, 1936

“We, the Grand Jury of Pu-

lack of evidence that there had
been life, cannot find an indict-

manslaughter against Elba Riffle
Penwell, make the following rec-
ommendations to the Court:

“1. That an inquest be held as
to her sanity, there being doubt in
our minds as to her being men-
tally normal; :

“2. Her being placed in an In-
stitution for her care—both physi-
cal and mental, should the findings
of the board of inquiry into her
sanity reveal that she should be
placed under observation and
treatment;

“3. That for the good of so-
ciety she be sterlized; provided
that she voluntarily submit to such
operation, and that the doctors or
those in authority in such institu-
tion deem such operation neces-
sary or prudent;

“4. That she be held in custody
until such time as the inquest as
to her sanity shall have been held.

“Stella Metz, Foreman.”

These actions, it is believed,
will bring to an end the furor
which brought national notoriety
to Mrs, Penwell and our com-
munity.

laski County, Indiana because of |

ment in any degree of murder or|

Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Jun 1936: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba's momma complimented Keepin' an eye on Sis

Window and flies make it miser-
able for everyone. A stranger
stops his car, loses a shoe (a
spare) but finds it when he re-
turns. Another local man (no
names mentioned) counting his
money, all $4 of it. Ada Weldy, |
one of those girls with & smile,’
enroute to her work. Our very
welcome visitor, Joseph Fremont
Ale, tells us this is the first year
in 47 that some member of his
immediate family is not in school
—either as a teacher or pupil. Al-
so that each member of his fam-
‘lily, including Mrs. Ale went to
‘| school to HIM, except his young-
'lest daughter Wilma, That's a
record.

Saturday—The fire alarm sounds
‘s for the first fire in a long time.
‘| Schaloupe Davis in town and he
looks like he means business. Mrs.
‘| william Riffle with flowers on her
hat which so nearly match the
beautiful flowers in her garden.
Mrs. Romaine Coulson here from
Mooseheart, saying hello to her
friends in her usual gracious
manner.

Monday—A Republican confab
on the corner between Art Kroft,
Alva Mitchell and Oscar Strasser.
Oscar was seen later leaning on his
shovel—must have been watching
WPA workers, A nice shower,
then sunshine. Kilander, former
Francesville basketball star, walk-
ing our busy streets. Trustee
Reish ditto. |

Tuesday—What a day. It
clouds up, rains, sun shines, rains
again, etc. A well dressed old !
gent begging to get money to get
a shoe fixed. White dog hairs on
the back of a ladies coat. Two
big girls in red holding hands.
Wonder what brand Oscar chaws.
A car with a green body and a
purple front. This is what you
call a day which doesn't know
whether to laugh or ery.

Wednesday—Donald Crise all
in a rush but not too much to
stop and talk about his old cronie
Huey Long. Bicycle armys flood
the streets as soon as school is
out. Clarence Riggs from out
west of town to find votes. Mrs.
J. M. McClure, who likes it along
the Tippecanoe, and why not, in
town for a time. Sant Browning
from White county, known for the
roads he builds, inquires about
seeing Landon in Logansport.
Verne Gorrell talking about a cer-
tain man, says he’s a nice girl.

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 Oct 1936: 8. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

e
;Z OUR SUBSCR[BER%E%

Jesse DeWolfe, well known Jef- !
ferson township contractor, now
working in Gary, dropped in for
a visit and to advance his Republi- ’
can. |

Harrison Trustee Henry Brust
came in to renew the family Re-
publican, i

Vern Hoch of Elkhart, home
for a week with his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. John Hoch, came in for!
a visit and to add his name to the
ever-growing Republican subscrip-
tion list. i

Anna Magee was a pleasant'
visitor while advancing her Re-
publican.

Mrs. Elmer Overmyer of Misha-
waka sent in her sister to add her
name to The Republican list.

Mrs. William Linn was in re-
newing The Republican for self
and husband.

J. J. Peterson of Lawton vicin-
ity, accompanied by his wife and
daughter, was in advancing the
family Republican.

Charles Linback of White Post
came in to visit and renew his
‘Republican. ;

Attorney James W. Noel of
Indianapolis always remits very
promptly with his Republican re-
newal.

Mrs. John Newman, wife of the
well known Marshall county dairy
man, having been brought up on
The Republican by her dad, Got-
tlieb Warmbrod, never forgets to
advance her Republican.,

Mrs. F. C. Moose of Rich Grove
was in advancing the family Re-
publican.

Our old schoolmate, Dr. Bert-
ram Riffle of Indianapolis, mailed
in his renewal to ‘“Shorty's
paper.” j

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Groecer T. H. Nunkin i alwave !
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 Apr 1936: 8. Microfilm.
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Elba's daddy dies

WILLIAM RIFFLE.

Funeral services for William
Riffle are to be held Friday after-
moon at 2 o'clock at the Fry &
Lange funeral home. His death
occurred Wednesday at Indianap-
'olis at the home of his son Dr.
' Raymond Riffle, where he was tak-
|en two weeks ago. He was seven-
ty-nine years of age.

Mr. Riffle lived in or near Win-
amac all but the first few years
'of his life, coming here from Ohio
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Riffle. The family setded
on o farm south of Winamac, now
the Richards farm. Surviving are
his wife, s’wvho was formerly Miss
Marietta Felker; four sons, Or-
lando of Washington state, Dr.
Raymond, ‘Dr. Bertram and Otho,
all of Indianapolis, and three
daughters, Mrs. Nora Webster of
Logansport, Mrs, Elba Penwell and

 Esther at home.
[ >
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 27 May 1937: 3. Microfilm.
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- Deaths . |

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Elba's daddy dies
I

WILLIAM M. RIFFLE
DIES AT SON'S HOME

William Martin Riffle, 79, died
at the home of his son Raymond
in Indianapolic Wednesday morn-
ing following a six months’ illness.
He was taken to Indianapolis two
weeks ago from his home on North
Monticello street,

Mr. Riffle was born Sept. 20,
1858, in Champaign, Ill., and came
here 59 years ago. He was mar-
ried November, 1882, to Marietta
Felker who survives with the fol-
lowing children: Orlando_of Se-
attle, Wash., Dr. Raymond, Dr.
Bertram and Otho Riffe of Indian-
apolis, Mrs. Nora Webster of Lo-
gansport, Mrs. Elba Penwell and
Esther at home .

Funeral services will be held
Friday at 2 o'clock at the Fry &
Lange funeral home and burial
i will be made in the local cemetery.

S

Winamac (IN) Republican 27 May 1937: 1. Microfilm.
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Appreciation

Rppreciation

(One cent per word—Minimum, 60¢)

We take this manner of express-
ing our sincere thanks to our
friends and neighbors for their
sympathy and kindness during the
illness and at the death of husband
and father; also Mr. Fry and Mr.
Lange for their services.-— Mrs,
Marietta Riffle and Children. :

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Jun 1937: 8. Microfilm.

Card ofThanks" 7 -
CARD OF THANKS

—

We desire in this manner to
thank our friends and neighbors
for the kindness, sympathy and
floral offerings during the illness
and at the death of Mr. Riffle.

Mrs. William Riffle and Family..

e e — et

Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Jun 1937: 8. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits

'Winamac Paintings on

. Exhibit in Chicago
.[ Two Winamac artists have paint-
ings on exhibit at the Fourteenth
' Annual ‘Hoosier Art Salon in Chi-
‘cago. Mrs. Rockwell Smith (nee
| Wilma Ale) now of Honolulu, T.H.,
‘has an oil painting at the exhibit
‘entitled. Night Blooming Cereus,
‘depicting that rare plant in bloom.
Mrs. Elba Penwell has two’ paint-
‘ings, one entitled “Busy Corner”
‘and apother of a bowl of tulips,
Dale Bessire of Nashville, well
known here, has an exhibit at the
Salon. .

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Feb 1936: 1. Microfilm.

Elba's exhibits at Marshal Fields
ATTI‘%ND HOOSIER SALON

i e e i

© Mra. Sterling Hedges attended
ithe 14th annual Hooster Salon and
tartists juncheon Monday at Mar-
{shall Fields' in Chicago.

i Two pictures “Busy . Corner”
iand ** Still Life-Flowers” by El-
iba Riffle Penwell and one pict
iture “Night Biooming Cereus” by
IWilma Ale Smith of Henolulu,
idanpghter of My, and Mrs. J. F.
‘ Ale, were on display in the salon.

Winamac (IN) Republican 3 Feb 1938: 8. Microfilm.
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1938-02-05 - Elba exhibited in Chicago's
Marshall Fields - Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune
- p8 - Trunk Baby Momma - aa

Two plctures bvainted by Mrs.
Elta Riffie Penwell wiere on dis-
playar e TN anoual Hoosler
Salon and Artisis' luncheop -held
Monday at the Marshall TFlelis'

store, Chicage. The pictures were
called “Busy Cgrner” and “Stil

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 5 Feb 1938: 8. Website
(newspapers.com)

2019-07-14

Lita Flowar." '

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Art Festival, where's Elba’s work?

[The selection, under the direction of the local
county art chairwoman and another woman,
may appear to have excluded work by Elba for
non-artistic reasons, it probably wasn’t. Over
the years after the dead baby in her car trunk,
Elba continues to be honored with exhibits at
the local library. Indiana University probably
just didn’t consider her significant. We’'ll
probably never know.]

PAINTINGS SHOWN
- ATART FESTIVAL

One af ‘the traveling art ex
hibits of the Indiana university ex: I
(tension division -was a feature |
Wednesday at the Fine Art Fes-|
tival given by the County Council |
of Federated Clubs at the Wina-
mac¢ Methodift church, which was |
thronged with” club womeén: The!
texhibit was under the nrru'tlunl
of Mrs, J. E. Shill, county art|
| chairman, assisted by Mrs. Gill']
'Gordon, |

The exhibit was made-up of 10]
color reproductions of pictures of
Indiana artists, Prints of the fol-
lowing painting  werve exhibited:
{Hunting in Autumn - by J. Ottis
tAdams, The Arvt Jury by Wayman
(Adams, Woods in Winter by 3.
Elwood Bundy, Self Portrait by |
| William M. Chase, Duncland by |
Frank Dudley, Old. Market Woman |
by Willinm  Forsyth, Mother and
| Child by Ada Walter Schultz, The |
Indinna Trail by Oulo ' Stark, The
(haymakers by Theodore C. Steele,
vand James Whitcomb  Riley . by
John 8, Bargent.

Additions ‘to the state exhibit
included paintings by Mrs. Newvs
Schlattey, Gene Huddleston, K,
Ellen - Philipson  and « M5, "Wilma
Ale Smith, local and former loeal
artists, ’
_ Ninéteen traveling art exhibits
have been collected and prepared
|by the Indiana university eXten
gian division which may be bor-
I;-r-l.\'wl for schools, clubs and other
rart groups of the state, The ex-
Chibit are especially suitable to be
shown in schools and libravies and
tare being loaned to different state
igroups without. cost, except for
stransporvation.  The exhibits which
the university now has available
| for Indiana groups are made up of
good prints and original works of
art.  The exhibit will be at the
{local Library until Feb. 18.

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Feb 1938: 1. Microfilm.
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Because of the interest shown
in the art exhibit held in connec-
tion with the recent fine arts fes-
tival by the county council of fed-
erated clubs, the pictures and
aculpture were placed on exhibit
in the Winamac public library,
with addition of some work by
young artists of Winamae.

The only piece of sculpture is
a contribution by Miss Gene Hud-
dleston, @ pegro head on which
ghe has won much praise at the
|John Herron Institute in Indian-
{apolis, where she has been study-
| ing for the past three years,
| Mise Huddleston will later send
ta group of four paintinga for ex-
hibit at the library, which is now
included in an  exhibit on tour
{from the institute,

“A charcoal drawing and three
| water colors, the work of Elmer
Howard, are on display; four paint.
ings by Mrs. Elba Riffle Penwell;
Hawailan scenes and flowers by

Club Art Festival Leads to |
Varied Exhibit at Library

Mrs, Wilma Ale Smith; figures
and landseape work by Km.harinei
Philipson. The youngest exhibitor
is Marilyn Heater, who has placed
a black and white drawing of
“Kittens at Play."

Old Glass on Display.

An added feature is a table set
with early American pressed glass
and blue Staffordshire plates, loan-
ed by Mrs. E. C. Gorrell, The
flass 8 of the barberry pmleml
showing stippled leaves, ralsed|
berries, and seashell knobs, which
was made in the ‘early "il's—one |
of the earliest of the foliage pat-
terns which later became go popu-
lar among American hwaewivel.i.
The plates, manufactured in Eng-
land, have for decoration snonesll
from Early American history. 'l‘haj
table is covered with an old linen'
cloth of smow white, with a bou-!
quet ef mixed flowers, arranged |
in an old-fashioned siyle in an|

old celery vase,
.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 17 Feb 1938: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Elba exhlblts at library
LOCA.L ARTISTS EXH!EIT

ln addition to. the exhrblt of
painting from Indiana umvermty
brought “here by County = Art
'Chairman, Mrs. J. E. 8hill, for the
County .Art Festival last week an
unusual number of paintings is
also. on display this week at the

{1 Winamae library. :
. Included in the exhzbit are the
following:

Negro Head, in brome, sealp-

fure work of Miss Gene Huddleq-
ton. ;
- Paintings by Wilma Ale Smith,
|“Hibiscus," “Orchard,” *“Secottish
Rite Cathedral,” “Picking Carol,”
!"Roaring Surf”; by Miss K. Elien-
 Philipsen, “Mirrored,” “Patterned
i-Reflection,” “Rhythm,” “Spring
Color”; by FEiba R. Penwell,
1"Spring Bouguet,” “A Hut in the
Hills,” “Winter Twilighi,”

1 “Kentucky Autumn™; alss “James
W. Riley” loaned by Albert
Yount; sketehes by Elner How-

ard; charcoal sketeh *“Kittens at
i Play” by Marilvn Heater.

Mrs. E. C. ‘Gorrell ‘has an in-
teresting exhibit consizting of a
table set with old glassware of the
Barbary pattern. ene of the ear-
liest foliage patierns in plass,
imanufactiured. in the early 60
The plates used on the table are
historic Staffordshive ware, :

Winamac (IN) Republi;an 17 Feb 1938: 2 Microﬁlm.

Page 47 of 61

ana -



Stalking My Hometown
1924-1947
Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art

Elba exhibited in Winamac Library Elba's momma renews her subscription to The
Interesting exnidits are being Democrat —

held thls week at the loea! library |

ol pleteres angd oid dishes, spon—

sored by the ceunty Federatlon of Renewals and

Clubs. Pictures are on exhibis, N S b . .

painted by Eimer Foward, Maralyn

Haaier, hl.'r.ha.rrn Philigson, Gene W Ly SCI"lptIOIl_S

Huddlestow, Mrs, Elba Riff.e Pen-

well and hy Mrs. Wiims ATe Sy F iy e

A tumber of other pictures, collect- J.om_r‘ph Am.“ & Mnm.ciuy. ol
ed by Mrs. J. E. Shill are also on G. C. Overmyer of Champaign,
exilbit. A table. sat wit hglasaware L |
of zncient desigm, was donated for ¢ Mrs. Charles Enyeart of Buchun:
exhlbit by Mrs. E. C, Gorrell, who {an, Mich. |
owne the entlre set of twelve, Bach | 0. W. Bridenbaugh of Star City.

piece depicts some bistorical event : ‘-
of.70673 280.. The Duble It (avitad. Jj)hll H. Kruger of .\In:wn. -
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 18 Feb 1938: 8. Website E. A. Robman of Whi te Post|

(newspapers.com) : township, 1
Ernest Kopka of Francesville. |
Arthur Schwass of Chicago, b.\'j

Mrs. Bennie Lange of Denham.

W. E, O’Britn of Loganspert.

Roy A. Lowry of Markesan, Wis"

Charles Galbreath of the Knm
vieinity. ) {

5 M, Marletla RIS of Wingmac.

Mra. Ida Malling of Crown Poini.
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Jul 1936: 7. Microfilm.
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Elba awarded first prize
' Oil Painting by Winamac
' Artist Wins Blue Ribbon

i An oil painting by Elba Riffie |
‘of Winamac was awarded a blue
' ribbon, denoting first prize in the
“best landscape” class, at the re-l:
' cent Indiana state fair. It is a]
winter scene, with a body of wnter;
|in the foreground and a city sky-|
]Hno in the baekground. One of
[ the art crities describes it as|
| “modern in atmosphere and tech-
| nique.”

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Sep 1938: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14

Elba not the only one painting while her
momma's away

© 2019, Jim Phillips

Mre, William Riffle reached
home last week after an auto trip

| to the Pacific coast and back, cov-

ering about 7500 miles and tmaeh-.
ing twelve states. She acmpn-;
jnied her son and daughterindaw,
Dr. and Mrs, Bertram Riffle oti
Indianapolis. Their prineipal oh-!;
Jective was Seattle, Wash,, where |
they visited Mrs. Riffle's son Or !
lando, who has a supervisory po-.
sition in the loading of ships. The
Emvam trip was made by way of;
Los Angeles. On reaching home, !
; Mrs. Riffle found that her SORS
!tamond and Otho, alse of 1n-1.
pdiannpolin had eome here and;
palnm! her house during her ab-
:M!'I(!‘P.

i
1

——— —_

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Sep 1938: 3. Microfilm.

Elba's momma is a new subscriber to The
Republican..
[Now she subscribes to both local weeklies,

which is unusual for the period 1924-1947.]
I s

—

o’n TeeseTeeTaelesl ‘“‘OO‘OW“ pegesiesiesiolenianies “‘0:‘0

¥ OUR SUBSCRIBERS i

1«:-#:-:—-:-—:-'-{‘-'»‘-&4‘-.”‘-:-‘”“'»5

Mrs. Marietta Riffle, well
known local lady, is among the
| new subscribers to The Republi-
lcan

Winamac (IN) Republlcan 27 Oct 1938: 8. Microfilm.
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A new Student section is initiated in The Penwell Painting in Hoosier Salon

Democrat and includes references to Elba's Penwdl Paintings In Hoosier Salon
daughter (from KidReporter Section) Among :-nd.mi at the |mx Karl stodde ot Juckion, pemmell of WWinamc Ih“h:lie;_:
miuem Ausual inon ot el 5t DI 00 IS e ﬁ o Gebioion i the with kel
Zoe Ann Penwell's uncle andl| o T :-;;“‘.:{., e ot o4
‘aunt, Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Rif- Uon rha. Cansaimnse by Siste e e g D" noher ek my pe et (0
I‘ﬂP of Indiﬂﬂapouﬁ. visited in the Logansport (IN) Press Jan 29 1939: 1. Microfilm.
home of her grandmother, Mrs
William Riffle, over the week end.

mr sllnu went to .{Oakland, Callf. The Pe
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 Dec 1938: 8. Microfilm.

B
F
E

o rhe 1 %
i Sty - r Loop of Kokomo, has been a Winamac highlizht
Tau paintings by Eiba Riftialfor o docade,

Rufinia, wes exbibitad at the
Eansport Public - Library last fal I

Zoe Ann visits in Logan (from KidReporter

section)
She AR : | gansport Saturday; Charles Spry
Penwell Pamtmgs Bnng was in IndianapoHs Thursday;
‘4 ont Billy Goble visited his grandpar-
Pm by A.l'l: Cl'ltlc ents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Miller
A group of twelve paintings by of Harrison township, on Sunday.

Mrs. Elba anwell of Winamac
are on view at the Ruth Kealing
“25" gallery in Indianapolis this
week. The artist has named the
collection “Portraits of Houses and
Gardens,” and had as her models
for most of the paintings flower
gardens and homes in this com-
munity. Lucille E. Morehouse,
who conducts an “In the World of
Art" department of the Indianap-
olis Star, spoke in complimentary
terms of the exhibit #n last Sun-
day's Star. The paintings are to
be hung in the Winamac library
upon their return.

Two of the Penwell paintings
have been entered at the Hoosier
Art Salon in Chicago for the mid-
winter exhibition and two others
‘are now being shown at the mid-
western exhibit at Kansas City,
Mo. The artist has also been in-
| vited to sénd a collection to an
exhibit at Oakland, Calif.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 2 Mar 1939: 3. Microfilm.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Jan 1939: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba on exh|b|t

e

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 9 Mar 1939: 4. Microfilm.

Elba has paintings in show

Winamac Artist Has .,  |
Paintings In Show

Winamac, March 11 — Elba L.
Riffle, Winamae artist, has an oil
painting “Smoke and Snow” In
the exhibit of Indiana Artists this
month at John Herron Art Muse-
um.

Logansport (IN) Press Mar 12 1939: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14
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Elba exhibits

qf\fr;_ Elba Penwell has a ::rnupé
of water colors on exhibition at|
the Delaware county fair at Mun-
cie thiz week,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 3 Aug 1939: 1. Microfilm.

Elba exhibits

qAn’ exhibit of water- colors by
Mrs, Elba Penwell will be on dis-
play at the Winamac library next
week, consisting of scenes along
the Tippeecanoe and Winamae!
homes and gardens,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1939: 1. Microfilm.

Zoe Ann visited by cousins (from KidReporter
sectlon)

The Kid Reporter

Bmy ‘and Mary Riffle, children
of Mr. and Mrs. Otho Riffle, came|
from Indianapolis Bunday to visit
for two weeka with Zoa Ann Pen-
well, They are her cousins. and
will also viait their grandmother,
'Mrs. Marletta Riffle.

Pulask/ County (IN) Democrat 10 Aug 1939: 4. Microfilm.

Elba exhibits

An exhibit of paintlnss b? ﬁba
Riffle Penwell at the Winamac
library during the Centennial eele.
Dbration attracted go much !nt&tut_
that it is helng‘ held over < :
this mk

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Aug 1939 1 Mlcrofllm
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Elba exhibits
| EXHIBITS PAINTINGS

. The exhibit of paintings of El-
ba Riffle Penwell, which was held
at the Winamac library during
Centennial is being continued for
another week and is open to the
public.

Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Aug 1939: 8. Microfilm.

Elba makes posters for PTA
[This is yet another indication that she is not
ostracized by the community.]

g MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

In observance of National PTA -

week, Mrs. Clarence Galbreath,
chairman of the membership com-
mittee of the local organization
has been leading in a drive, as-
sisted by other members of her

committee, Mrs. A. C. Needham,

Mrs. Karl Applegate and Mrs.
Carl Somers. Attractive posters,
made by Elba Riffle Penwell have
been placed in windows of local
business houses.

inamac (IN) Republican 5 Oct 1939: 8. Microfilm.
Elba exhibits

‘,q].\lrs, Elba  Penwell g exhibit-
ing an oil painting entitled “Muck
- Country,” at L, S. Ayres’ in Indi-
~anapolis, ‘beginning on Saturday.
- The exhibition is sponsored by the

Indiana  Federation of Women's
 ¢lubs,

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1939: 1. Microfilm.

2019-07-14
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Elba s brother visits

dr. and Mrs. Raymond Riffle of’
|Im!i.nmpolis were guests mmday.
of his mother, Mrs. Marietta Rif-!
fle, {

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 16 Nov 1939: 2. Microfilm.

Zoe Ann burned (from KidReporter section)

Zoe Ann Penwell burned heri
left forearm painfully Monday
morning when she spilled some!
hot coffee, |
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Dec 1939: 3. Microfilm.

Elba subscribes for her brother

- T l

‘Renewals and |
iNew Subscriptions-

!

Mrs. Gmtmd% Roth of Indim.m-
folis, by son \Vl!lmln

| Charles C. Parker of Medary-
ville, =
| Charles Leslin of Rich ‘-rm‘e
H.o“nshlp 5 v |
AT Y5 Sln\'. of \Iontpolml Ohio.'g
gfb} Bryan Powers. :
| Mrs. Orla Long of Plymouth, by
| her mother, Mrs. J. M. McClure,
| Mr. and Mrs. William J. Smith
'nf Medaryville.

i Herbert Foust of Munster, Ind,,
ihy Mr. and Mrs. William J. Smijth.
| Mrs. Marietta Riffle of Wina-,
fmuc. :

i Otho Riffle of Indianapolis, by
ihin sister, Mrs. Elba Penwell.

Jav Reinholt of the Kewanna
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Jan 1940: 7. Microfilm.
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Zoe Ann, et al., playin' 'Doctor' (from
KidReporter section)

Grade Five. :

The health race is over, with
nine pupils completing all weekly
requirements for the first semes-
ter. The winners are Betty Boul-
den, Annabelle Fox, Dixie King,
Carolyn Kroft, Lawrence McKin-
ley. Jimmy Minter, Zoe Ann Pen-
well, Alice Rans, Patty Russell.
The runners up were Juanita
Bender, Herbert Billerbeck, Dick
Dyer. Phyllis Powers, Joann Stepp
and Jim Tuley, and these receiv-
ing honorable mention were Betty
Beaver and Ross Frazier. The
winners were awarded gold stars
and the runners up silver stars.
Those in the winning classes were
entertained at a bingo party Fri-
day afternoon after rgeéss by the
other pupils. Daily inspection was
made by a “doctor” and a “nurse”
for the following health habits:
1. DBrushed teeth; 2. Washed
hands, face, neck and ears; 3.
clean fingernails; 4. Combed hair;
5. elean handkerchief. At the end
of each week those who had re-
membered to d® all of the habits
were permitted to progress 100
miles on the health chart.

Carolyn Kroft is monitor for the
week:; Zoe Ann Penwell and Ron-
ald Foust, leaders; Harry Poor,
doctor, and Virginia:Bryan, nurse.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Jan 1940: 8. Microfilm.
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In 1940, Elba living at home her momma.
1940 United States Federal C for Ella Penwell

n; Pulaski 6
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U.S. Decennial Census 1940. Website (ancestry.com)
Elba wins with portrait of Zoe Ann! Elba blows back into town (from KidReporter

section)
' Zoe Ann Penwell’'s mother, Mrs. |

'Elba Penwell, came home the first

‘of the week after several weeks!
portunity Gallery™ at New York 'in Canada. I
I = !

q',\lr.u, Flba Penwell has been no-
tified that a water color portraii
which she had entered in the “Op.,

City had been awarded a first pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Sep 1940: 7. Microfilm.
prize. The picture, in the child |

portrait eclass by women :u’lisls_?

is entitled "The Birthday Pres-|

ent.” the artigt using her rl:uu:hl--r‘

" Zoe Ann as a model. ;

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Jun 1940: 1. Microfilm.

_Elba and Zoe Ann go to Indy

| Mys. Elba Penwell and daughter |
| Zoe Ann are spending the week
‘at Indianapolis.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 Aug 1940: 5. Microfilm.

Elba blows back into town

Mrs. Elba Penwell ret
home Monday from a pa
trip to Toronto and Queb
Canada, and the New Er
states. -

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Sep 1940: 2. Microfilm.
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Elba active

!'Work, of Artists
. Here Is Shown
at Club Meeting?

An exhibit of the work of Win.
|amac artists, arranged by Mrs.
,Mlchnel Garigan, art chairman of
| the ‘County Federation of Wom-|
en’s clubs, was a feature of the
=meetlng Tuesday evening of the
lCounty Council at the library audi-
‘torium. A number of guests at.!
‘tended in addition to members of!
lt.he County Home Economics|
' chorus, which presented several|
| selections under the direction of
| Mrs. Herschel Henry.

. D. L. Crise, superintendent of
Iachools, spoke on Art Apprecia-

[tion from a Layman's Standpoint,
iand Mrs. Elba Penwell on Art
" Appreciation from an Artist's
!Standpoint while Miss Peggy
'Garigan talked on Relation of Art
{to Music. During the business
| meeting of the club, plans were
tdlac!.uused for the annual card and
| bingo party to be held in’ “the
Amerium Legion hall on October
w16
' The exhibits, - which wera at-
| tractively arranged, included ar-
ticles in stone art by J. Lon Mec-
| Kinley; wood carving by Virgil
! Zellers; .a large assortment of
|cartoons and paintings by Elmer
Howard; exhibits by the parochial
and public schools, Francis Mur-
'ray, Mrs. Thomas Murray, Mrs.
W. R. McClaflin, Mrs. Rockwell
Smith, Miss Katherine Philipson,
R. J. Gll’ford" Mrs. K. Stuart Gast,
Chant Miller, Mrs. Joseph Ale,
Mrs. R. N. Curtis, Indian works of
art displayed by Mrs. Garigan and
Edward Reutebuch. Included in
'the hangings by Mrs. Elba Pen-
well were the paintings which
won a prize in a New York con-
test and a new group of pictures
she made this summer while vaca-

tioning in Canada and Maine.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Oct 1940: 2. Microfilm.
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Elba exhibits

FINE ART EXFHIBIT
ATLOCAL LIBRARY

Mrs. Mary Garigan, art chair-
man of the Federated Clubs of the
county, has collected a fine exhibit
now showing in the basement of
the library. The exhibit began
Tuesday : evening ‘with the meet-
ing of the County Council of Fed-
erated Clubs and will continue the
rest of the week. It may be seen
during the noon hour, from 3:30
to 5. and from 7 to 8:30 every
evening,

The exhibit ududvq spesimens
of art work of all grades of the
public and parochial schools, as
well as artwork in stone by Len
~McKinley Jr,, art in wood by Vir-
gil Zellers, and some of the pic-
tures by Eimer Howard., O1l paint-
ings are exhibited by Elba Riffle
Penwell and K. Ellen Philipson;
oil and pastel by Mrs. Thomas
Murray; modeling and serapbook
by Mrs. Stuart Gast; a scrapbook,
Mre. Ralph Curtis; brass work,
Chant Miller; paintings, Wilma
Ale  Smith; miscellaneous art
works, Edward Reutebuth; oil,
water colors, weaving and wood-
eraft, Mrs. W. R. McClaflin; hand-
made Mexican serape, Mus. J F.
Ale.

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Oct 1940: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba honored

o

Art Critic Praises
Mrs. Penwell’'s Work

In the art column of last Sun-
day’'s Indianapolis Star, Lucille E.
Morehouse had this to say of Mrs.
Elba Riffle Penwell, well known|
Winamae artist:

“Elba Riffle of Winamac re-
turned home late in September
from a painting exeursion that
took her up to Montreal, Canada,
and through the New England
states. One of the most talented
of Indiana’s women artists, Miss
Riffle was trained in the HMerron
Art School when William Forsyth
headed the painting classes, I is
hoped that one of the Indianapolis
galleries will arrange to show this
new geries of Elba Riffle's land-
seapes al an early date.”

Elba honored

ELBA RlFFLE HONORED !

The Sundav Im!uumpohs Star
of October 6th had a paragraph
telling of the return late in Sep-!
tember of Elba Riffle from a
painting excursion that took her
to Montreal, Can., and through the
New England states, and said:

“One of the most talented of
Indiana’s women arti Miss Rif-
fle was trained in the Herkon Art
School, when William
headed the painting classes
hoped that one of the lndlanapoliq
galleries will arrange to show this
new series of Elba Riffle’s land-

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Oct 1940: 8. Microfilm.
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'scapes at an early date,”

Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Oct 1940: 1. Microfilm.

Elba hosts

Mr. and Mrs. William Speeker,
artists of Dolton, Ill., were guests
Sunday of Mrs. Elba Penwell.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Oct 1940: 5. Microfilm.
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Elba supports Red Cross
'RED CROSS ROLL CALL

Monroe '
Mrs. C. W.  McFatridge, Bess
Eecidelbach, Frank Kopkey, Joe
Hepp, Mrs. J. 0. Somers, L. V.1
i Robinzon, Henry Strong, Elba R.
i Penwell, Dan Kelly, Williaim T.
Hood, Mrs. Delvie, Masterson and

iMr. and Mrs. Charles Korrect.
Anna- Metz, Frieda Nimz, Ken-
‘peth James, Harry Freeman, Dr.
'I| J. Halleck, Myrtle Mitchell and |}

iMrs. A. B. Diggs.

Frank H. King, Harry ‘wmn.h]
| William J. Kocher, €. G. Long, |
{Frank Barnett, G. Shank, George

'C. Sabel, Mildred Herd, Mrs. Lee |
| Servies, Fergus Parrott, Ralph E. |
I‘omu Marilyn Heater, Ed Mas-
luwn and John C. Hodge. |

Harry Von Tobel, Buddy Frain,
{Charles Duggleby, Al Fritz, Cecil |
{Allen, Co-Operative Elevator Co.,!
hml Applegate, Arthur Kocher, |
| McConnell Family, Mi. and Mrs. |
Stuart Gast and Dan Little.

John Delaney, Chauncey Felker, |
| Kiwanis Club, Rev, John J. Meyer,
{Mrs. Emma Jackson, Mrs. Jennie
kellcl C. C. Messerly, Mrs. Aman-
ida Dilts, Mrs. J. J. Gorrell, Mrs.
lL A, Smith and Mrs, William |
| Perleberg.

Mrs. W. J. Baker, T. W. Howe, |
1 Dr. Warrick, Mrs. John C. Saidla,
| Mrs. John Shill, Maurice Greulach, |
{Mrs. Lucy bhmtu Mrs, L. A.
| Reidelbach, Mrs. Verna W agner,
|Mrs. R. J. Haley, Vernal Lebo|
iand Winamae Fire Dept.

Anna Shill, Ru(lclhath &‘
Spangler, Eunice:. Emmett, Ilo|
1 Gerace, Bernard Conner, Vlrmnm‘
{Mariin, Luella Kinney, W. Over-|
holser, Elnora Jle‘-Oll W lllmm‘
Webb, Frank Budd, Thomas Man- ‘
Eclnrs and Mrs. Thcmn« Manders. |

|stra, Mrs. J. R. Keller,

Stalking My Hometown
1924-1947
Elba’s Men, her Scandal, and her Art

Miss Nina Dalton, Mrs. H. J.
Halleck, J. F. Ale, Earl Heater,
Lamoin Nice, Mrs. John Starr,
Nell Davis, Agnes Grabner, Dr.
Jehn Shill, Harold Zanger, Paul J.
Zellers, Calvin McKinley, ~Loyd'|

{ Agnew, H. C. Billerbeck and Carl

Somers.

Laura E. Gross, E. G. Fry, Anne
Murray, Russell F. Fry, Walter G.
Lange, Miller's Dept. Store, H. H. |
Meyer, Gamble Store, S. R.Hedges,
Boyles & Hair, D. W. Barr, Rus-|

j!seHﬂ Store, Ray McClure, R.obcrli
| B. Kelly, Ed Haag, Ab Freeman, |

Holdermann Gronury, Charles Le- |
bo, Earl D. Roudebush and Rich-
ard R. Dodd.

Heeh Hardware, E. W. Smith,
A. E. Kocher, <Charles Ginther,
Fred Borders, Dr. G. H. McCas-
|key; Mrs. Ed Masterson, Paul C.
Davis, E. A. Kirby, Golda Chap-
\man, Carpers Drug Store and Joe
Russell.

Elgie Zellers, Mrs. Emma
Brown, Mrs.. Clay Zellers, Perry
(denkins, Rev. J. J. Becker, Mrs.
G. H. McCaskey, Mrs. Belle Haas.

Mrs. O. H. Keller, Mrs. Anna M.

Metz, Mrs. Pauline Gorrell, Urban
Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. C, J. Pol-
Eldon
{Campbell, Mrs. Fred Borders,
{Mrs. J. J. Hoffman, Mrs. E. C.
Gorrell, Mrs. Harold Martin, Mrs..
John Met!, Mrs. H. Strong,
Charles Olson and Mrs. Robert E.
| Thompson.

Eula K. Hoover, Clarence l-L
Barnett, Addison J. Daugherty, C.
E. Olson, W. M. Day, 1. E. Bird,
Katharine S. Benner, Mrs. Arden
Rearick, The Winamac Republican,
George Collins, W, G. Wendt, Mrs.
Bertha Wend{, Monroe H. E. Club
No. 1, Joseph and Edward Reute-
buch and Mrs, Katherine Huddles-

ton.

Winamac (IN) Republican 12 Dec 1940: 8. Microfilm.

Elba’s brother visits

' Dr. Raymond

Riffle of Indian-

japolis and Mr. and Mrs. Davidson

{and sons of Logansport

visited

' Sunday in the home of Mrs. Mari-

{ etta Riffle.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Dec 1940: 2. Microfilm.

Zoe Ann's uncle visits (from KidReporter
sectlon)

l eompany trom In

dianapolln : |

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 19 Dec 1940: 7. Microfilm.
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Zoe Ann had company

Grade Six

Joan Stepp was in Star City on
Sunday.

Zoe Ann Penwell had company
from Indianapolis.

. Dollie Bender had
from Chicago Sunday.

Roew 2 won the spelling star,

The scrap book on the unit deal-
ing with the Romans were due on |
Wednesday.

Jim Tuley, Jaunita Bender, Law-
rence McKinley and Don Franks
had their spelling papers put on
the bulletin board.

Last week Jim Tuley’s side beat
Patty Russell's once but the score
was tied the second day of gym.

R

company

Winamac (IN) Republican 6 Feb 1941: 3. Microfilm.

Zoe Ann had company (from KidReporter
section)
Grade Six

Patty Russell went to Logans-
port.

Dick Dyer was out of towd,

Joan Stepp went mushrooming
and got 1,565. ;

Ross Frazier had company from
Logansport,

Girls are ahead of the boys in
i spelling.

- Zoe Ann Penwell had company
from ]mhanapohs

Loraine Spicer
from Logansport,

Herbert Billerbeck had  c¢om-
pany from South Bend and Peru.

]Fetty Boulden went t.u I"runceq-
" (l.

Betty Russell had company from
Crown Point,

‘had

company

et S P ——

Winamac (IN) Republican 8 May 1941: 3. Mlcrofllm
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Zoe's goin' to church conference at Battle
Ground

The following will attend the |
children’s division of the Method-
ist ehurch conference for junior
intermediates at Battle Ground
next week, as delegates from the
Winamac Methodlat church:

Bob Pearson, Billy Goble, Bob
Smith, Dick Smith, Harry Poor
Jr., Bob Lebo, Jerry Polstra, Keith
Collier, Annabelle Fox, Patty Rus*
sell, Zoeann Penwell, Sally Har-
ris, Deloris Deeds, Georgiann
Yount. Norma Collier, Letitia Har-

Betty Russell. They will be
aecompanlcd by Rev. and Mrs.

Otis L. Collier and son George.

Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune Jul 17 1941: 11. Microfilm.

Zoe visiting from Indy, so Elba's likely living in
Indy

Miss Zoe Ann Penwell of Indlan-
apolis spent several days last week
with. her grandmother, Mrs, \lari-
etta Riffle.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 26 Sep 1946: 8. Microfilm.
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Elba'

| homa or Dr. and Mrs, Ramond
| Riffle... Esther, _fprty years of
age, had been i1l for a few weeks
from pneumonia. Mrs. Riffle,
 eighty-six years of age, Is also
. dangerously ill. E:thor was a lus-j
long invalid. ?
.~ The remains were brousht to
‘Winamac, where mu.ldo un-
{ces were held

Mrs. !umo and Esth

Pulask/ County (IN) Democrat Nov 18 1948: 1. Mlcrofllm
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Elba's momma dies

MRS. MARIETTA RIFFLE.
| The death of Mrs. Marietta Ril-
| fle, a resident of Pulaski county
i nearly all of her eighty-six years.
;occuned Tuesday at the home 6f

{ her son Dr. Bertram Riffle in In-
idlanapolis. She had been serious-
{1y 11 for some time,

Funeral services were set for
this (Thursday) afternoon at 2:00
o'clock at the Winamac Methodist
ichurch, of which she was a mem-
ber.. Burial in the Winamac ceme-
ten will follow rites conducted
by the Rev. O. P. Manker.
|  Mrs. Riffle was born in. Indfan
! Creek township on Nov. 21, 1862,
a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wilpon
Felker. Her husband, Willlam Rif-
fle, has been dead for many years.
Four sons and a daughter survive.
1Dr Raymond leﬂe. Dr. Bertram,

Otho and Mrs./Elba Vernon live at
| Indianapolis; Orlaado in the state
of Washington. She also leaves a
sister, Mrs. Willilam Berg of Lo-
gansport; half-brothers Jonas and
Henry Wolfe of this community;
i efghteen grandchildren and ten
great-grandchildren.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Feb 10 1949: 1. Microfilm.
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Elba's momma dies

Mrs. Marietta Riffle

“The body of Mrs. . Marietta
Riffle, 86, former Pulaski county
resident, who died Tuesday
morning at her home in Indian-
apolis, has been returned to the
Fry and Lange .funeral home
here. Funeral rites will be con-
ducted Thursday afternoon at
2 o’clock in the Winamac Meth-
odist church by the Rev. O. ¢
Manker and burial will be in the
Winamac cemetery.

* Mrs. Rffle, who died after 2
long illness, was born Novembey
21, 1862, in Pulaski county, the
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. W:lson

Felker. She spent most of her
life in this county, but moved
to the home of a son in Indian-
apolis several yeurs ago. She
was a member of the Winimac
Methodist church

Surviving aré four song, Drs
Raymond and Bert Riffle, and
Otho Riffle, all of Indianapolis,
and Orlando Riffle residing in
the state of Washington, two
daughters, Mrs. Nora Wzebster
and Mrs. Elba Veinon, both ol
Logansport; a sister, Mrs. Wil-
liam Berg, Logansport; two
brothers, Jonag and Henry Fel:
ker, both of Pulaski county; 18
grandchildren and ten great-
grandchildren.

| A

Winamac (IN) Republican Feb 10 1936: 8. Mlcrofllm
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The Hoosier Salon began in 1925 at the Marshall
Field Department Store in downtown Chicago. Elba
participated in the exhibits in 1932 and 1938, as well
as 1965, after the event moved to Indianapolis.

A Hoosier Salon notice appeared in the Indianapolis
(IN) News between November 2, 1965 and
November 14, 1965. It was a two-man show by Elba
Riffle Vernon and Oliff Pegg at 610 State Life
Building.
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The stifling heat may have factor in the death
yesterday elderly Indianapolis woman.
Police were called at 1 p.m. to 859 N. Broadway

where Elba Vernon, 75, was found dead in her home.

Lyman Vernon said his wife had been hanging
clothes outside and came inside to lie down.

Vernon summoned a fire rescue unit when his wife
appeared unconscious. She had a history of medical
problems, he said.

The Marion County coroner's office listed cause of
death as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and
a representative of the coroner's office said that the

condition could have been aggravated by the heat.
The Indianapolis (IN) News 9 Jul 1980: 1.

Services for Mrs. Lyman (Elba Riffle) Vernon, an
artist and teacher for senior citizens, will be Friday at
10 a.m. in Flanner & Buchanan Fall Creek Mortuary.

Mrs. Vernon, 75, died yesterday at her home, 859 N.
Broadway. She was a renovation artist at Lyman
Brothers and taught art classes for senior citizens at
Mary Rigg Neighborhood Center, Christamore House
and Hawthorne Community Center.

She was a frequent exhibitor in the State Fair art
show, first entering in 1929 as a John Herron School
of Art student. Her entry that year was a sculpted
head "filled with rocks because the price of
plastalene was so high and it took so much of it to

around," she recalled in a 1978 interview.
The Indianapolis (IN) News 9 Jul 1980: 46.

Added by:

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?

page=gr&GRid=46038978

8 Jul 1980. Website (findagrave.com).

1986 Interview with Daughter, Zoe, about Elba’s marriage to Harold Penwell

Marriage to Harold Penwell

Posted 17 Nov 2012 by Deborah Gearhart

Taken from an interview of Zoe Ann Jones in 1986 for a history and genealogy project.

Elba married Harold Penwell shortly after his wife passed. He had several children and
was looking for a mother to raise his children. Elba had just had a daughter out of wed-

lock, (Zoe Ann Jones). Zoe's father wasn't in the area anymore. Elba was pressured into

marriage to Harold Penwell by her parents. Harold insisted that Zoe Ann take his last
name. Shortly after their marriage, Harold took a job with the railroad. After a few
months, Elba knew that Harold had abondened her and his children. She returned with
Zoeto her parent's home. Elba took the rest of the children to the orphanage. She was

not going to raise someone else's children.

Marriage to Harold
Penwell

Dec 1929

Logansport, Cass, IN, USA

Interview of Zoe Ann Penwell took
place in her home on W, Walton St,
Indianapolis, IN. in 1986 with a tape
recorder.

o Deborah Gearhart originally shared
this on 17 Nov 2012

LINKED TO

° ELBALOUISARIFFLE v

SAVED BY

https://www.ancestry.com/mediafviewerfviewer/f050ac43-31d6-423b-b702-65dadef6a23b/22831085/1309641134
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