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Doc Halleck was a small-town General Practitioner, but with big-city smarts. 

For my birth until I moved away 7 years later, Doc Halleck was my doctor.  From the farm town 
of Winamac in northwest Indiana, he shared the healthcare of the Pulaski County population of 
about 12,000 in the 1950s with four or five other physicians. 

As a young child, I hated visiting Doc Halleck.  His office “smelled funny” (likely Lysol), and I 
usually had to drop my pants and get a shot.  While those inoculations were for my own good, 
between the indignity and the needle sting, I was very unhappy.  In fact, at the tender age of 4, 
I once expressed my dissatisfaction with him and his needles with foul, foul language that I had 
heard from my father when he was drinking.  My mother, a classmate of his nurse, Eva Ewing, 
was red-faced.  But when my paternal grandmother heard, she was tickled pink. 

Doc Halleck had come to Winamac in 1927 one year after graduating from Medical School at 
Indiana University. 

In June of 1933, someone stole Doc Halleck's microscope from his practice.  A month later after 
having given up recovering it, he went to Indianapolis to buy another used microscope from 
one of its many pawnshop.  At one pawnshop, he found his original microscope. 

Later that fall, when he purchased his first x-ray machine, you can be sure it was firmly bolted 
to the floor. 

It was another 30 years, before I saw him again.  I returned for my great uncle Bill’s visitation 
and funeral. Feeling confident at 36, I introduced myself to Doc Halleck, expecting a broad smile 
and a glad hand.  He barely acknowledged my greeting.  Either he had forgotten me over the 
intervening 30 years, or he remembered my foul mouth at 4. 
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County meanest thief steals from invalid 
and Doc Halleck 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 1 Jun 1933: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Doc Halleck's microscope swiped 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 1 Jun 1933: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Doc Halleck finds microscope 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 20 Jul 1933: 1. Microfilm. 
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Doc Halleck finds microscope 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 20 Jul 1933: 8. Microfilm. 

 

Doc Halleck gets X-ray 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 28 Sep 1933: 1. Microfilm. 
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Doc Halleck gets X-ray 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Sep 1933: 1. Microfilm. 

 


