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Before Social Security, food stamps, housing subsidies, and Medicaid, there were “county 
farms” (AKA “poor farms”) for the indigent and “feeble-minded” in the community.  They were 
funded by the county or local town.  Able-bodied residents were expected to work at the 
facility, usually farming, housekeeping, or maintenance. 

Outside social activities were limited, and tempers could flair.  For example, William Bivans, 76, 
and Nelson Anderson, 74, were residents at the county farm near Monticello.  Just south of 
Pulaski County, the farm community of about 2,500 in northwestern Indiana.  Both men served 
as janitors and often quarreled over work. 

Finally, two weeks before Christmas 1925, Bivans stabbed Anderson to death with a pocket 
knife.  While the occasion was Anderson playing the accordion to another resident, Miss Stella 
Shirley, 34, it was likely rivalry over the same said woman. 

Anderson’s body was delivered to his wife living in a nearby town. 

Bivans was delivered to the White County jail.  The following March, Bivans was sentenced to 
life imprisonment. 

Four months later, he was paroled by the Governor to die at the home of his daughter in 
Illinois.  He lasted another six years, finally dying there in 1932. 
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Murder at the Poor Farm 

 
Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune 9 Dec 1925: 1. Website. 

 



Stalking My Hometown 
1924-1947 

1925 – Murder at the Poor Farm 
 

2020-07-23 © 2020, Jim Phillips Page 3 of 7 

“I'd kill for some accordion music right 
now!” 

 
Huntington (IN) Herald 9 Dec 1925: 3. Website (newspapers.com) 

 

'Poor Farm' slaying 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 10 Dec 1925: 1. Microfilm. 
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Nursing  home slayer indicted 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 24 Dec 1925: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Trial starts 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Feb 1926: 4. Microfilm. 

 



Stalking My Hometown 
1924-1947 

1925 – Murder at the Poor Farm 
 

2020-07-23 © 2020, Jim Phillips Page 5 of 7 

Jury selected 

 
Logansport (IN) Morning Press 24 Feb 1926: 1&6. 
Website (newspapers.com). 

 

‘Poor Farm Slayer’ given life 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Mar 1926: 8. Microfilm. 
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‘Poor Farm Slayer’ given life 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Mar 1926: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Stabber gets four-month parole 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 10 Jun 1926: 6. Microfilm. 

 
‘Poor Farm Slayer’ paroled 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 4 Nov 1926: 3. Microfilm. 
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William dies 

 
Apr 11 1932. Website (ancestry.com). 

 


