Stalking My Hometown
1924-1947
1924 - Granny provided a firm foundation

Ray, a well-to-do Plymouth IN poultry farmer, was popular, playing violin and piano at social
events.

In February 1924, during their divorce proceedings, Margaret said Ray, 36, killed his granny two
years before. She didn’t speak up before due to his threats.

Seems that as Granny was washing out hankies near the pantry door, Ray shot gunned her in
the back, then went for another shell to finish her off on the kitchen floor. Margaret wasn’t
home at the time, but missed Granny when she returned and saw the condition of the kitchen
floor. Two days later she saw Ray moving a trunk from the chicken house to the outhouse.
Later, Ray built a granary with a concrete floor where the outhouse had been. The
soon-to-be-exwife also pointed out that the deaths of his father, later his mother, and still later
his first wife, were suspect.

In May 1924, the selection of the jury took five days, interviewing over 500 prospective jurors.
The trial took a week, and the jury took only a few hours to find Ray guilty.

Ray only lasted a year in prison before dying there of tuberculosis.
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Buries Granny in Concrete

PLIMOUTH MAN 15
HELD FOR MURDER

{ Raymond Slmtla Aﬁtlﬂlﬂ of Kill-
ing Aged Grandmother. -

BODY FOUND UNDER CEMENT

Prisgner's Wife, in Seeking Divoree,
Makes Accusations Against
Husband—Grand Jury

in Session,
~

Haymond Smith, a well known far-
mer residing south of Plymouth, is in
the Marzshall county jail charged
with the murder of his sged grand-
mother, as the rgguit of statements
maide againgt him Satorday by his
wife in the preparation of s diverce
action.

The wife, who appeared befora
Frosecutor Alvin 2. Marsh Saturday
afternoon, made a remark in | the
wourse of her story of brutality which
resulted in further questioning by the
lawyver,

She rinelly charged her husband
with havin Inunluml the aged wo-
last weak of Febru-
ary, 1922, with having disposed
of her body om a farm formerly ten-
anted by the Smith family,

Smith was Immadiately armested
and @ searching party visited the
farm.  Sheriff Earl Bennett and
Pennsylvania Railrosd Detective H.
E. Stout, found the decomposed body
under the heavy cement floor of
Branary,

Mrs, Smith’s statemeni, sccording
1o officers, was that Bmith shot his
iged grandmother to death fn order
to securé for himself ceriain real es-
tate bonds which she held on Chicago
property. He then crommed the body
into an obd trunk and hil it away o
4 henhouse on the farm, the wife is
saldl to have told the officers.

Builds Granary Floor.

Latér he removed it, throwing it
into a catch basin, where he coversd
it with llme and earth. A !hurt timg
Iater he built & new granage. i which
he placed a very henvy c®ment floor,
uslng the floor as a further cover for
his alleged crime.

A short time later Smith moved
from this farm and started o chicken
farm along the Tippecanos  river
where ke was arrested,  Declurations
that Smith's father had disnppeared
under mysterfous ciremmstances while
the family was residing on a farm
near Pittsfield, Mase., were alno mudle
by Mra. Smith,

The story of Mre. Smith :mrtra:.s in
her husband a reallstle parallel to
the famous tale UE Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hwide.

Smith. a prominent and well-todo
man, has heen populur and well-lked
in the community, Thirty-six yenrs
olid. rather small bt wellbuilt, of
|pleasant  dppearance, he - has  been
|prominent in the social lfe of the
| eountry.

As g member of the Plymonth town
band, playing the clarioet, he has at-
tended  soclal  and orting  affairs
in the county. He is Q}}m hase hern
an exceptional musicia h_e]ng A EiLse
ter of the violin and] wlso having
t-l.rnsﬂ:d.e-ralhh1 ability as fanist. His

lichmend caused him

=

to bL- ctms!mzll;u nd 4% an en-
tertainer.
At home, however, Smith, accord-

Ing to his wife. -assumed an entirely
Continted on Page Eight.)

PLYMOUTH MAN HELD FOR
GRANDMOTHER'S MURDER

fContinued from Fags Ome)
different character, The murder of
his grandmother wag committed in a
brutal and cold blooded manoer, the
wife declates——-
The Murder-Story,

"Mrs. Smith said that on Feb. 27,
1922, ghe went to Culver to sell some
egks,  When she returnoed  her hus-
band's grandmother was not at home
and she asked. about her.

Smith, she said, told her his grand-
mother had gone to visit a neighbor.
The woman never arrived at her des-
Unation, and after the search for her
had been on for some time, Smith,
his wife sald, finally admitted to her
that he had killed the woman,

“8he was working over the kitchen
sink at the time” Mra, Smith said,
relating the story told by her hus-
band.  “fay got his shotgun aod
walked into the Lllchen, pointed it
at her back and without o word, pull-
e the trigger and killed hor,”

Mre. Smith further declared that
her “husband threatened to- kill her
if she left him or told of the murder
of the grandmother,

Bmith Refuses to Talk.

Refusing to discass any subject con:
nected with the murder, declaring it
was the advice of his attorney, Smith
remained amiable and willlng to talk
to visitors about any other subject,
The only reference he mmde to the
murder was the statement in an-
EWer Lo o query as to whit answer ha
had to his wife’s charges.

“Well, what was she doing all the
time? She said she know about it for
two years—why didn't she tell it be-
fore this? It's funny that she should
walt till we guarreled to come out
with the siory.”

Smith sald that the charges and
rimors that there Is mystery in con-
nection with other deaths in his fam.
Ay are unfounded. uotrus and absurd.
‘He sald the records wjll shbw that
the other members of his family died
from notural causes.

The Marshall county grand Jury
started an investigation of the case
yesterday. Sentiment at Plymouth,
say dispatches from thers, is ahout
equally divided in support of Mr. and
Mrs, Bmith. The latter s Smith's

second  wife.  Previous to her mar

riage to Smith she was Miss Mar
garet Hernharidt, a Marshall connty
teacher. Her parents live near Hib-
bard. " 1

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Feb 1924: 1&8. Microfilm.
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Buries Granny in Concrete

PLYMOUTH MAN IN
JAIL ON CHARGE
OF BRUTAL MURLER

SUSPECTED THAT SAME MAN IS
INVOLVE! DEATH OF THREE
OTHERS IN PAST FEW YEARS.

MARRIED TWICE.

Raymond Smith, aged 35, living
near Plymouth was arrested Saturday
evening, charged with murder of his
grandmaother in February, 1922,

The startling arrest followed in-
formation given by his wife while
consulting with her attorney in re-
gard to divorce proceedings.

of connection in the death of his
father, mother and first wife.

the alleged crime given by his wife is
ias follows

| As the stnr) is told, the grand

i mother was washing out some hana

had her buack to the living room donr
when Smith ne to this door and
deliberately fired his single-barre
:hol. gun at her. The charge struck
Ther in, the shoulder. She fell hacn-
{ward on. the floor and looked up di-
‘rettly at him. He stepped back into
ithe other room placed another shell
‘in the gun and fired another charge
tat close range into her head.

She kad $1500 in real estate
| purchased from the firm of ¥
Houghtelling & Co., of Chicago
amount of $1500 as good as va ».

Smith is also suspected by officials

The horrible story as reported of |

kerchiefs near the pantry door and '

She was reported to be about i«
to an old lady's home in which
|she would have turned in her propor-
t} to that home.

Neighbors were tbld that she
gone back cast and no one que
.ed the story.

According to Mrs, Smith
{ment her hushand I.JI:I

€N Yeurs wko o
lon their furm near Pitt 2
The son securced £6,000 as his part of
:the tstate.
' Wie theory i3 advanced that the
grendhiother might have had knowl-
cdge or suspicion of this cri
he: th*  furnished un edde
for suune her,

The roaninder of the “ar

\-rl to
¥ e wnd they
L Lis viother at
¢ Bichop streets. In 1921 the
died in her room where she
h the ru-. jet .urn( d on,
fcid » wdered.
ie matter
oW,

coid to Mar-
on the [:r~l

shall county &n

| farm north o f th
While they weie |
{wife, Mre, Cecile
tuberculos
given out. v
'which lead suthorities now to beli
that she muy have dicd of slow puis
‘oning,

On: August 30,
"ried to Margaret Be
,ust of 1 , the fifteen ae
purchased just south of the
bridge, the next ore to 4
wh the. TPlewrant  View Poultry
farm wase establi

On Septembe 1922, a baby girl
was born to Mrs. Margaret Smith.
| The baby is now at the home of the
| ’rzmdpnronl

Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Feb 1924: 1. Mlcrofllm
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An indictment

DENIES KILLING AGED LADY

Chnrgcl Improper Ceonduct on Part
of Wife—Mrs. Smith May Not
Be Permitted to Testify
About Confession, -

—_—

The Marshall county grand jury
Tuesday afternoon returned an indiet-
ment agalnstsRaymond Burr Smith,
charging him with the murder of his
grandmother,/Mrs, Frances Sweet, age
eighty-three, “whose body was found
buried urder the cement floor of a
granary at the Smith farm near Twin
lakes. g <

Smith was arrested on  information
given by wife, Mrs. Margaret
Smith, in answer to questions asked
her by an attorney in prepartion of
divorce proceedings, as detailed last
week. It ig alleged Smith killed his
grandmother February 27, 1922, with
a shotgun, hid her body in an old
trunk for several days, and then
placed her body in a cess pool, Later,
it is alleged, Smith filled the cess
pool and built a granary over it.

During the investigation of the case

by the grand jury, it is sald to have
developed that Smith had accused his
wife of unbecoming conduct with a
young man, a neighbor. - Mrs, Smith
had said her husband had threatened
to kill her if she ever sought a divorce
or revealed his secret.
. Many persons were examined by the
grand jury, among them numerous
neighbors, Mrs. Smith was not a wit-
ness,

Smith, who is still in jail, continued
in his denial of the crime. A new
angle is given the case, it is reported
in a dispatch from Plymouth, by an
Indiana law that confidences exchang-
ed between husband and wife may not
be take as evidence.

It=is therefore hinted that at the
coming murder trial Mts. Smith will
not_be allowed to tell what her hus-
band told her. Sheé can only tell of
leaving the grandmother alive at the
home on the day of fhe disappearance,
the dition -of. the kitch#wfloor on
her ‘veturn, secing, her -husband bear
the trunk on & wheel barrow from the
chicken house to the out house two
days later and empty it, throw "in
dirt, tear the trunk to pieces and burn
all but the bottem on which she saw
blood stains. The evidgnce will un-
doubtedly be presented of the digging
up of the remains at the spot mention-
ed and the identification of the same
by means of shoes, a gold tooth. etc.,
a8 the remains of Mrs. Frances Swoet.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm.
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An Indictment

MURDER CASEAT |
 PLYMOUTH SOON

GRAND JURY RETURNS INDICT.
MENT AGAINST SMITH—STORY |
OF WIFE MAY NOT BE ALLOW.
ED AS EVIDENCE. '

Raymond Smith, Plymouth poul
farmer and -amusician, W “Mcg
for first degree murder Tu‘?dny af-
ternoon by the grand jury which has
!been investigating the charge that he
|shot to death his grandmother, Mrs.
{ Frances Swéet. ?

|  Smith has been held in the county |
|jail since February 9.  He will be}
‘held without bail, pending trial.

| A new angle is given to Marshall
lcounty's most sensational murder}
|ecase in which Raymond B. Smith is
‘charged by his wife with shooting
|down his aged grandmother two years
'ago and dumping her body into a
|vault over which he later put in a
|cement floor for a granary. The mat-
'ter of law is presented that in Indi-
|anA confidences exchanged between
hushand and wife may.not be tajen{
{as evidence, i
| It is therefore to be expected that
tat the comini murder tripl, Mrs.}
|Smith will not be

allowed to tell what
her husband told her. She can only
itell of leaving the grandmother alive
jat the home on the day of the disap-
|pearance, the condition of the kitch-
'en floor on her return, seeing her
'husband bear the trunk on & wheel}
barrow from the chicken houge to the
outhouse two days later and empty
it, throw in dirt, tear the trunk to
pieces and burn all the bottom on
which she saw blood stains. The evi-
dence will then undoubtedly be pre-
sented of the digging up of the re-
mains at the spot mentioned and the
identification of the same by means
{of shoes, a gold tooth, ete., as the re-
Imains of Mra. Frances Sweet.

—

Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm.
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GrannyKlller wife needs money
Mrs. Smith Wants Allowance

In a complaint filed in the Mar-
shall circuit court by Margaret
Smith, wife of Raymond B. Smith—
indicted by the Marshall county
grand jury for first degree murder

trial—Mrs. Smith aleges that he is
worth about $12,000. She secks an
aliowance for the support of herself
and baby to the amount of $50 a,
month, for $he payment of $1,000 of
her own money entrusted to hlm and
the protection of her interest in the
joint property.

No steps toward the prosecution
of Smith have been taken. The date
for the trial has not yet been taken
up by the attorneys, Martindale and
Martindale will appear for the de-
fense and Prosecutor Alvin F, Marsh,
H. A. Logan, Harry L. Unger will ap-
pear for the state and Mrs. Smith,

and held in the county jail pending'

Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm.
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Papers found

PAPERS IN SAFETY
BOX FIGURE IN
PLYMOUTH CASE

PRISONER ASKS POSSESSION OF
LOCKED BOX—LATER SUD-
DENLY WITHDRAWS REQUEST
WHEN WIFE TALKS

There have been some very re-
markable developments in the Smith
murder case at Plymouth within the
past few days. It all came about be-
cause of Smith’s desire to get hold
of the securities which at the time of
his arrest were deposited in a safety
deposit box at the First ‘National
Bank in Plymouth,

The result of Smith’s petition to
the court to get hold of the property
in the box was that his wife, Mar-
garet Smith, made some further sen-
sational charges against him con-
cerning the sale of  their common
property on the farm, as to -her in-
terest’in the property, and as to the
property of Margaret Sweet, whom it
is alleged Smith murdered in cold
blood.

Along with these matters came to
light also orme of the most remark-
able things in criminal procedure,
namely, the right of the owner of a
safety deposit box in a bank, and as
to who had thé right to open such a
box and take out the valuables con-
cealed therein.

At the time of his arrest Smith
|had a safety deposit box at the First
National Bank in Plymouth and in
that box were deposited securities to
the value of $5,600, so Margaret
Smith states in her answer to Smiths
petition. There were in that box,
also, she says, some securities be-
longing to the murdered grandmoth-
er, Margaret Sweet.

On March 15, Martindale and Mar-
tindale filed in court a petition nsk-
ing for an order against Margaret
Smith and the First National Bank
to produce certain documents and
‘ipapers as set out in said motion and
petition.

After Mrs. Smith, the First Na-
I tional Bank, and Alvin F. Marsh had
filed their answers to the petition
the attorneys withdrew it and are
not asking for a hoaﬁnz nor deci-
sion by the court.

Wmamac (IN) Republican 27 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm.
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Asking death penalty

DEATH PENALTY ASKED IN |
MARSHALL COUNTY MURDER

The death penalty for murder in the
first degree will be asked for Ray-
‘mond B. Smith, on trial in the Mar-
'shall circuit court, charged with slay-
ing his aged grandmother, Mrs. Fran-
|ces Sweet, at the “Pleasant View"”
‘poultry farm seven miles southwest
lof Plymouth, and burying her body
[in ‘an outhouse vault,

This was indicated in the questions
repeatedly asked by Prosecutor Marsh
in questioning prospective jurors. Ef-
forts .to secure a jury were started

Monday, but none had bem{ obtained |

‘up to last night.

Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 May 1924: 4. Microfilm.
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Accused says wife did it

}Smitl:’s Wife Fired
Fatal Shot, Asserts
Accused’s Attorney

|

“The defense will show. as far as
circumstantial evidence can prove,
that the person who shot and killed
Mrs. Frances Sweet was Mrs. Ray-
mond B. Smith, wife of the defendant.”
This was the startling statement with
which E, C. Martindale, counsel for
the defense, opened in the trial at
Plymouth of Raymond B. Smith, musi-
clan and poultry farmer, charged with
shooting down his grandmother, Mrs.
Frances C. Sweet, March 22, 1922,

All of last week was spent in se-
curing a jury to hear the case, and
the introduction of evidence began
Monday morning, with crowds in at-
tendance that jammed the court room
and adjacent corridors. So great was|
the crush, it is stated, that three wo-
men fainted during the day.

Mrs. Smith was the principal wit-

Pulask/ County (IN) Democrat 22 May 1924: 1. Microfilm.
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Jury sele seIected for murder trial

select Jury to Try Ray-

jury for the trial of Raymond J.
Smith,
grandmotheér, Mrs. Frarces Sweet,
iwas accepted by both state and de-

. mond Smith of Plymouth
Shortly before noon Thursday the .

charged with murdering his'

fense after over 500 veniremen ha(fi

been questioned during five days.
The court adjourned until Mouday
morning at 9 o’clock when state-
ments of the case will be made to the
jury by both the state and the de-
fense and the hearing of witnesses
will begin. Twelve men who survivel
the attorneys' grilling and will be
called upon to promounce judgimnont
upon the alleged murderer possibly
to send him to the electric chair.

Winamac (IN) Republican 22 May 1924: 4. Microfilm.
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GrannyKiller gets Life

JURY DECIDESION
LIFE SENTENGE IN
PLYMOUTH MURDER

SENSATIONAL CASE IN MAR-
SHALL CIRCUIT COURT BRINGS
HEAVY PENALTY FOR FARM.
ER AS MURDERER

|

Raymond B. Smith, well known
young Marshall county farmer, resid-|
ing a few miles west of Argos, was|
found guilty of the charge of murfer
placed against him following the
grewsome discovery of the: body of
kis dead grandmother, Mrs. Fraaces!
Sweet, at 10 o’clock Thursday. The|
case went to the jury late Thursduy
afternoon and 13 ballots were tuken
before the verdict for conviction was
reached. Special Judge Albert Ward, |
of Peru, who tried the case, senteoced
Smith to life imprisonment.

The case, which was the most sen-
sational case ever held in the Marshal
circuit court at Plymouth, came
about as a result of domestic trouble
between Smith and his  wife.. Mrs.
Smith went to Harry Unger, Ply-
mouth attorney, to file petition for
a divorce. She told her lawyrer that
she was afraid to live with her hus-
band any longer and that he had
threatened her life. Upon question.
ed closcly by Unger, the information
was brought out by the wife that
Smith had murdered his grandmoth-
er in March, 1922, and bursied her
body under an old out-building on
the farm.

Motion for a new trial in the case
of Raymond Smith, convicted ‘mur-
derer of his grandmother, Mrs. Fran-
ces Sweet of Plymouth, was over-
ruled in the Marshall circuit court
Monday, by Special Judge Albert
Ward, of Peru, who sat on the case.

Immediately following the over-
ruling of the motion Judge Ward
passed sentence on the prisoner, that
he must serve the remainder of his
natural life in the state prison at
Michigan City. The court granted
Smith the right to remain in the
Marghall county jail for a short time
td conclude business matters that he
wishes to dispose of before entering
prison. While no definite state-
ments have been forthcoming from
the defense it is indicated an appeal
will be taken to the supreme court in
an effort to have a new trial rranted.

Winamac (IN) Republican 29 May 1924: 1. Microfilm.
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GrannyKiller dies in prison

| SMITH DIED IN PRISON

&ay Smith, who was zentenced to
the Michigan City prison for life one
year ago last Tuesday by Judge Carr
while sitting on  the bench in the
Muarshall county circuit court. after
he had been found guilty of having
murdered his  grandmother on  his
farm, nedr Twin Lakes, died Wednes-
day from tubereulosis at the Michi-
gun City prison.

The trial of Smith, which began on
{May 12, 1924, was given widespread
publicity as his deed was one of the
most brutal murders ever committed
in the state. Smith killed his grand-
mother and then place the body in a
trunk and burled it. Smith was sen-
tenced on May 26, 1924,

Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Jun 1925: 1. Microfilm.
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