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Ray, a well-to-do Plymouth IN poultry farmer, was popular, playing violin and piano at social 
events. 

In February 1924, during their divorce proceedings, Margaret said Ray, 36, killed his granny two 
years before.  She didn’t speak up before due to his threats. 

Seems that as Granny was washing out hankies near the pantry door, Ray shot gunned her in 
the back, then went for another shell to finish her off on the kitchen floor.  Margaret wasn’t 
home at the time, but missed Granny when she returned and saw the condition of the kitchen 
floor.  Two days later she saw Ray moving a trunk from the chicken house to the outhouse.  
Later, Ray built a granary with a concrete floor where the outhouse had been.  The 
soon-to-be-exwife also pointed out that the deaths of his father, later his mother, and still later 
his first wife, were suspect. 

In May 1924, the selection of the jury took five days, interviewing over 500 prospective jurors.  
The trial took a week, and the jury took only a few hours to find Ray guilty. 

Ray only lasted a year in prison before dying there of tuberculosis. 
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Buries Granny in Concrete 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 14 Feb 1924: 1&8. Microfilm. 

 

Buries Granny in Concrete 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 14 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm. 
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An indictment 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 21 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm. 

 

An Indictment 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 21 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm. 
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GrannyKiller wife needs money 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 28 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm. 

 

Papers found 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 27 Feb 1924: 1. Microfilm. 
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Asking death penalty 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 15 May 1924: 4. Microfilm. 

 

Accused says wife did it 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 22 May 1924: 1. Microfilm. 
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Jury selected for murder trial 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 22 May 1924: 4. Microfilm. 

 

GrannyKiller gets Life 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 29 May 1924: 1. Microfilm. 
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GrannyKiller dies in prison 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican 4 Jun 1925: 1. Microfilm. 

 


