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Chet Reynolds 

 

When mass entertainment was limited to silent black&white films, one little boy knew what he 
really wanted.  In letters to Santa published in 1924 and again in 1925, Chester asked for an 
“picture machine”. 
 
During my earliest years in the 1950s, visiting Stella Kain’s appliance store was exciting.  I raced 
past the washers, dryers, refrigerators, and televisions to the tall counter in the back of the 
store.  Along the counter front was a row of shallow bins holding photograph records.  For my 
birthdays and a few other times, I could select a record.  While I had a fantasy that Stella would 
give me my selection, I was prepared to pay whatever price I could afford.  Over sixty years 
later, I can hear in my memory Hugh “Uncle Lumpy” Brannon (AKA Mr. Green Jeans) telling 
about Lil Orley and the Haunted House and Danny Kaye singing the Ugly Duckling.  The Home 
Appliance and Radio Store was important to me in my childhood, but more so to Chet Reynolds. 
 
 
In his 1924 and 1925 letters to Santa published in the newspaper, Chet was focused on Santa 
bringing  a “electric moving picture machine”. 
 

In 1924, Chester (6) asks Santa for a 'picture 
machine' 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 18 Dec 1924: 3. Microfilm. 

 

Again in 1925 Chester (7) is even more 
specific, requesting an 'electric moving 
picture machine' from Santa. 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat 24 Dec 1925: 7. Microfilm.  
 

As Chet went to school and into the army in World War II, he likely continued to have that 
dream. 

When Chet was discharged in November 1945, that dream began to come true. 
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Chet Reynolds 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Sep 7 1944: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Chet’s Christmas wish is coming true 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Jan 10 1946: 1. Microfilm. 

 

A.J., the new owner of the Appliance and 
Radio Store,  sees the same future as Chet 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican Oct 31 1946: 1. Microfilm. 

 
Chet gets his 'electric moving picture 
machine'! 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat Oct 9 1947: 5. Microfilm. 
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Within a year, there were televisions for sale at Kain’s store and Chet, home from World War II, 
was the manager.  The television in the store window was popular.  Once, during a Chicago 
wrestling match broadcast on the store’s set, the town marshal saw his sister at ringside. 

‘The Feed Bag’ 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican Oct 16 1947: 2. Microfilm. 
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By the spring of 1948, Chet had installed a television in a tavern in a nearby town and at the 
home of the publisher of one of the two Winamac weeklies. 

TV installed in Winamac IN home of 
Democrat publisher 

 
Pulaski County (IN) Democrat May 20 1948: 2. Microfilm. 

 

Install First Television 

 
Winamac (IN) Republican May 20 1948: 1. Microfilm. 

 
 


